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PREFACE. 

• It was the author's habit during his absence 
in ^pstin, to write home accounts every week 
or fortnight of anything new and striking that 
ii^ll under his observation in the course of his 
wanderings. On his return to England, the 
idea occurred to him of rewriting these notes, 
«o ; that without omitting any. of the first 
impressions as rapidly delineated in the 
intervals of repose from duty, they should be 
worked up into a continuous narrative, not 
so much of the events of the campaign as of 
his personal adventures during that period. 
It would have been useless for him to attempt 
to give a military history of the proceedings 
of the British Legion, and to confine himself 
solely to the details of manceuvres and actions^ 
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— such a task was less fitted to one who filled 
a subordinate situation in the service, and 
whose opportunities of gaining information on 
military movements were but few, than to 
many other officers of superior rank and 
experience, who as commanders of battalions 
and brigades were necessarily conversant with 
the projects of the Lieutenant-Geneiial. He 
thought, therefore, that to give a personal 
account of what he himself saw, and did, and 
felt, with as much of military tactics as came 
within the scope of his intelligence and 
observation at the time, would prove moore 
interesting to the reader, and perhaps give a 
better idea of the nature of the service, thim 
a history in imitation of that style of which 
Csesar is the founder and Napier a disciple. 

Since the following pages were written, 
events of much importance have taken place 
in the Peninsula. The Constitution of 1812 
has been proclaimed, and Cordova compelled 
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1^ sudden flight to save himself from the 
eonsequences of his treachery. Now that 
Spain enjoys a free and constitutional gorern- 
menty and that her armies are no longer held 
in bondage by the artifices of a traitorous chief, 
we may be permitted to hope that in native 
swords and native ranks will be found the 
zeal and courage to trample down the rebellion 
of bigotry and priestcraft. 

In conclusion, it may be observed of the 
work now presented to the reader, that it has 
been the author's aim throughout to write a 
faithful statement of events as they took place, 
and to give an unvarnished description of all 
that met his eye or struck his fancy during the 
twelve months that it was his good fortune to 
see service in the British Legion. A few 
drcumstances contained in the original journal 
have been omitted, and several others abridged ; 
but the spirit of the whole, it is hoped, has 
been preserved, and the maxim of Cervantes 
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seldom if ever lost sight of — *' La abundancia 
de las cosaSy aunque sean buenas, kace que 
no se estimen ; y la carestiay aun de las malasy 
se estima en algo,'* 
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TWELVE MONTHS IN THE 
BRITISH LEGION. 



CHAPTER I. 

Arrival at San Sebastian.— Good Reception of the Inhabitants.— Spanish 
Flea. — Effects of Bounty- Money.—RemoTal to the Convent of San 
Francisco. — Paseo. — Algaaxiles. — Chapelgorris. — General Janregui or 
El Pastor.— Spanidi Family.— TertaUa.— Plaza Nueva of San Sebastian. 
— Description of the Convent, — Basques.— Dress of the Peasantry. — 
Dinner to the Officers of the 1st Regiment.— Ball to the Inhabitants. 

On the lOtli of July, 1835, the Royal Tar, 
steam-vessel, having on board the first division 
of recruits of the British Auxiliary Legion of 
Spain, cast anchor in the Bay of San Sebastian. 
It was the first body of that force that set foot 
in the country, and San Sebastian had been 
chosen for its landing, as being a town of con- 
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siderable magnitude, and, on account of the 
healthiness of the climate and the good disposi- 
tion of the inhabitants, the best adapted for 
the purposes in view. 

If was to the great joy of every one op board 
that, early in the morning, we discerned the 
bold headlands of Spain stretching away to 
the east and west till lost in the blue dimness 
of distance, while peak above peak of rugged 
mountains raised their crests as far as the eye 
could reach into the interior. The first im- 
pression on seeing them in the morning, 
was, that they were clouds resting in broken 
masses on the horizon, and it was not till we 
neared the shore, and could distinguish the 
waves breaking on the beach, that the illusion 
was dispelled. 

A large lighthouse standing on a lofty emi- 
nence, marked the entrance to the Bay, which 
on near approach became visible, with the 
Castle of San Sebastian on its seemingly im- 
pregnable height, and the small island of Santa 
Clara, that appears to be purposely placed 
where it is, to stop up the mouth of the harbour 
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against all aggression both of winds and waves. 
Not a house, however, was to be seen, till on 
rapidly passing the narrow outlet and turning 
a comer to our left, the town of San Sebastian, 
with its steeples and battlements, suddenly 
started into view, snugly basking on the sunny 
side of the huge mountain that dielters it 
from the sea and protects it from all attack 
on land. As the anchor plunged into the 
water, a peal of artill^y from the Castle, 
answered by the universal clashing of church- 
bells in the town, saluted the arrival of the 
1st Regiment in Spain. 

While making arrangements fen* landing the 
men, boats of every size and denomination, 
filled with men, women, and children, put off 
to view us more closely. Bright-eyed beauties 
in their dBrkmantillas; fierce and wild-looking 
soldiery in grey ooats and round scarlet caps ; 
peasants in their picturesque brown cloaks and, 
broad sombreros ; Basque market-women with 
jars of milk, butter, and fruit, — all crowded 
round the vessel, eyeiaig us with the greatest 
curiosity, and every now and then sending forth 

b2 
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a cry of Viva ! which was caught by the crowd 
on the quays, and re-echoed by the groupes 
collected ou the castle-height. 
, After all that had been said and sung of 
Spanish women, the first black niantilla seen 
fluttering in the breeze, with the blacker 
locks that flowed under it, and the large 
bright eye that darted upwards its scrutinizing 
glance, were things that excited the. greatest 
interest on board; and eager to display our 
knowledge of their language, we addressed 
the fair strangers with all the expressions of 
politeness that could be invented or picked out 
of the conversation-books. I remember mak- 
ing the circuit of the vessel to keep up with 
the small boats that rowed , slowly round, and 
exhausting my whole stock of Spanish on two 
very pretty girls who had ventured themselves 
on the waters to have a nearer view ; and great 
was their astonishment on hearing the words 
" A suspies de ustedesy senoritas /" from the 
^oi^th of a tenant of the vessel. 

The men, to the number of four, or five 
hundred, were speedily embarked in the large 
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sardineras that collected for the purpose, and 
boat after boat entered the zig-zag, land- 
locked quays of San Sebastian, the battlements 
of the over^hanging walls swarming with fair 
dames who waved their handkerchiefs and fans, 
while two splendid military bands, stationed 
in one of the bastions, played the beautiful 
air, the Hymn of Riego, and the whole shore 
up to the gates of the city, glittering with 
military uniforms and gorgeous trappings, 
resounded to the cry of Fiva Isabel Segunda! 
and the wild cheering of our men. 

It was a day and scene worthy of the ancient 
times of romance and Spanish chivalry. The 
«ky was cloudless, and the sun showed all the 
distant hills that formed a crescent round the 
town, in distinct outlines, while the blue stir- 
face of the bay was unbroken save by the splash 
of oars as the barged containing the men rowed 
slowly to and fro,— and all arouud were sounds 
of joy and welcome and gratulation. But 
even then, in that moment when the eye was 
tempted to see every thing couleur de rose^ as 
if to show of what the romance of life was 
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composed, I liad hardly been ten minutes on 
land Wore a piercing bite on the wrist re* 
called my l^aadering wits from a sense of the 
sublime to the ridiculous, and turning up the 
cuff of my coat — a flea, a Spafldiard, whose like 
was never seen in England, hopped away with 
a Gilpin Homer bound, and gave me a fere- 
taste of what I was doomed to safer from his 
kindred. A disagreeaUe suspicion crossed me 
at the time, that Spain was not the cleanest of 
all lands in this respect— and woeful expe- 
rience subsequently proved it to be not un*- 
founded* 

Each conipany as it landed, f4Mrmed on the 
quays, and preceded by a Spanish band marched 
to their quarters at the convent of San Telmo, 
close to the mouth of the little river Urumea, 
on the east side of the town, where long rooms 
were prepared for the men, with rows of beds, 
each with its little pillow and White sheets, 
awaiting those wh(> for the greater part of 
their lives had probably slept upon nothing 
better than straws Otir men surrounded by 
these unusual comforts^ and chinking the two 
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pounds of bounty-money in their pockets, 
speedily began to enjoy themselves; but al- 
though a few instances of drunkenness oc- 
curred as might be expected, their behaviour 
on the whole was not such as to expose the 
inhabitants to annoyance; and the barrack'^ 
gates being closed, the more refractory were 
kept within bounds until the influience of their 
indulgence had passed off. 

It would have been well if in all following 
regiments the example had been copied. The 
1st Regiment, in consequence of their good 
behaviour, became great favourites with the 
natives, who conferred upon them the enviable 
title of nuestro primero^ ot " our first,'* and 
after our removal froin Sian Telmo to the 
convent of San Francisco, a short distance out 
of the town, every feast-day or Sunday after^ 
noon the inhabitants used to turn out in crowds 
to pay us a visit, and remark our progress in 
manoeuTiing. 

A hesxiiitiil paseo or promenade, shaded with 
trees on each side, which was close to the con- 
vent, had long been deserted in consequence of 
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the proximity of the CarlistSy ^ho were in the 
habit of advancing close to the gates of the 
town and firing at bU they met. On our enter- 
ing the convent, however, the Carlists retired 
considerably into the interior, and the farther 
end of the walk being protected by a strong 
picket of ChapelgorriSj the ladies of San Se- 
bastian once more ventured to throng their 
favourite promenade, while we, on our side, al- 
ways contrived to finish our drill in time to 
meet them and converse with our acquaintance. 
A pretty sight enough it was, the little jm»€o 
of San Francisco on a bright summer's evening, 
.with the dark figures of the women passing 
and repassing in groupes of three and four, 
while the scarlet uniforms of the British came 
in like the bright touches of colour in a painting, 
to break the general duskiness of the scene, 
.and give variety to the whole. Here on the 
green-sward, to the sound of a tambourine and 
castanets, might be seen a knot of peasant girls 
and sturdy muleteers dancing a bolero, while 
.the musician of the party accompanied the 
notes of an old twangling guitar with a wild 
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and monotonous song bearing some allusion 
•to the dance ; a little ftirther on, a tall priest 
in his black robes and canoe-shaped hat, or an 
•old friar in sackcloth and grey, with a twisted 
cord round his waist, walked quietly along 
•enjoying the freshness of the evening breeze; 
and there again in a corner stood a couple of 
•aiguaziles or constables, in the chivalrous cos- 
tutpe of former times, with abroad wide-spread- 
ing hat and love-locks, cavalier fashion ; a 
large white lace collar and Vandyke ruffles; a 
.short black cloak hanging over one shoulder, 
short-kneed breeches and black stockings, with 
shoes and silver buckles. Such was the striking 
costume o{ the alguaziles of San Sebastian, 
and I observed the like in no other town in 
/Spain. I remember causing two young senori- 
tas of my acquaintance to laugh excessively at 
my simplicity in taking off my hat to one of 
.them, imagining him to be some high dignitary 
of. church, or state. *' No son mas que algua- 
ziles I " — " They are tiothing but constables — 
Bow-street officers! and to make them a bow !*^ 
— ^it tickled their fancy exceedingly 
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One of the most striking featoMi of Sa 
Sebastian was the presence of the sort of half- 
wild soldiery who go by the name of Chapel' 
gwris or Red Caps, in allusion to that charac- 
teristic part of their. dress« A body of volmi* 
teers raised at the beginning of the ciyil war in 
the province of Groipuzooa, they are equivalent 
to the PeseteroB of Navarre, and the Cktra^ 
bineras of other parts of the country. Being 
mostly natives of Guipuzcoa, they possess the 
same knowledge of the country, with the war- 
like habits and activity of the Carlists them* 
selves^ by whom they are held in considerable 
dread. They form a battalion of between seven 
and eight hundred strong, officered chiefly by 
Basques, and for the time being are considered 
as a regular corps and paid accordingly, being 
liable to be disbanded as soon as their services 
are not required. A number of French, Bel- 
gians, and foreigners of different nations, are in 
their ranks, and in consequence of this motl^ 
assemblage, together with the rough character 
of the men, and the loose discipline to which 
they are subjected, the Chapelgorris are looked 
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upon as people not to be trifled with) and who 
if not accommodated to the utmost m matters 
of pay and rations, are not slack in helping 
themselves at the expense of their neighbours. 
A reputation of this sort causes them to be 
looked upon with great fear by the inhabitants 
of the Tillages, who infinitely prefer having a 
dozen of the regular troops quartered upon 
them to one Chapelgorri ; and their known 
gallantry in the field and activity in skirmish- 
ing render them formidable in the eyes of 
the Carlists, who give no quarter to those that 
lall into their hands. 

The Chapelgorris are armed and accoutred 
in the manner best adapted for the country in 
which they have to act ; their usual dress being 
a long grey capote, with a red cap or beret on 
the head ; a small canvass bag slung at the 
back to containi a day's ration ; a long ammu- 
Dition-belt fastened round the wsiist, with a 
number of t!n tubes in a row for separate 
c^arlridges ; the bayonet hung at the side or in 
£pont, and a light Spanish musket or carbine 
dung over the shoulder^ In' full dress they 
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wear a high cylindrical shako of the same 
colour as the cap, and used formerly to display 
a good deal of barbaric splendour in their blue 
jackets embroidered with yellow lace, and 
studded with silver bells and ornaments ; but 
since they were attached to the Legion, they 
have adopted the British imiform, and are now 
Red-coats as well as Red-caps. 

The first time I saw these fellows to advan" 
tage was one evening at San Francisco, when 
a party of them, returned from a chace in the 
mountains, came rushing past our convent, 
hot and excited with the recent skirmish, their 
smoky carbines slung over their shoulders, and 
uttering wild '^ hurrahs !'' in compliment to the 
English, intermingled with curses loud and 
deep against the perros^ who had led them such 
a dance over the hills. 

General Jauregui, or El Pastor, to whose 
division, as being their compatriot, the Chapel- 
gorris always beh)nged, was in San Sebastian 
at the time of our arrival, and used frequently 
to be seen leading them into the mountainous 
country for a skirmish with the Carlist out- 
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posts. He is a short,* punchy man, with large 
black whiskerS) and an open, good-humoured 
cast of countenance ) and is celebrated through*- 
out .the province for having the handsomest 
querida and the finest horse in Guipuzcoa. 
The former I never had the good fortune to 
see ; but his horse, a beautiful Andalusian, was 
the admiration of every body as it pranced 
proudly in front,of a battalion, tossing its crest 
into the air, and covering its broad and glossy 
chest with spots of foam. This horse was 
looked upon with a kind of reverence by the 
Chapelgorris, who were fond of relating anec- 
dotes of its prowess and sagacity. On one 
occasion during a halt on a march, being tied 
to a tree, it contrived to get loose, and galloped 
through the battalion without upsetting a single 
pile of arms or treading upon the men, who 
were lying on the ground encouraging its 
pranks and making it gambol about in the 
midst of the muskets, till Jauregui himself 
came up, and calling to the horse, led it back 
to the tree. 
€raj3par de Jauregui is the son of. peasants 
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residing near Tolosa, and in his yonth bis em* 
ployment was that of a shepherd, whence his 
surname' of EI Pastor. Haying entered the 
army as a private soldier, he rapidly passed 
throngh the grades of corporal and sergeant, 
and gained his commission, after which on ac- 
count of his superior intelligence and activity, 
he was promoted to the rank of Brigadier 
General. A sincere Liberal, and an honest 
man, Jauregui would long once have obtained 
a higher command, did not the pitiful 
jealousy of a Court in which the accidents of 
birth are held in greater esteem than the weight 
of merit, stand in his way as the son of a 
shepherd, and deprive him of that which it 
<;onfers upon a worthless favourite. Beloved 
b^ his army, who look upon him as one of 
themselves, he is feared by the enemy as a 
man whose honesty and talents would put an 
end to the war, had he the sole direction of 
affiiirs ; and his kindness of disposition causes 
him to be regarded by the peasantry of his 
neighbourhood as their best friend, to whom 
to Apply for assistance and ask advice. He 
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i« generally to be seen walking in the streets 
with three or four peasants or boyeroa ac* 
companying hitn, and seldom makes much 
show of power or splendour. These circum* 
stan<^s led the cigar^smoking dandies of Cor- 
dota's staff, to look upon him as one below 
their notice, at the same time that they hovered 
about the man whose incapacity and treason 
were wasting the resources of one of the finest 
countries in the world. 

During my first stay at San Sebastian, I had 
a good opportunity of observing the domestic 
habits and manners of a Spanish family. I 
and another officer of the same regiment were 
lodged in the Calle Mayor ^ one of the best 
streets in the town,' at the house of an old 
widow*lady who had two daughters, one 
about twenty, and the other fifteen — both 
pretty and good tempered. They generally 
rose at about eight or nine o'clock, making a 
slight breakfast of toast and chocolate served 
up in small earthen cups little bigger than 
thimbles, which, without any of the form and 
ceremony of an English breakfast, was dis- 
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cussed standing or sitting, or walking fironi 
one room to another, as their business might 
lead them. After this the old lady retired to 
her room, while her daughters worked in the 
sala, embroidering a new mantilla and bear^' 
ing me read aloud a page or two of Gil Bias 
or Don Quixote. At one, the family sat down 
to dinner, which was something in the French 
style, though perhaps more frugal; consist- 
ing chiefly of a little fish, with beans and peas 
cooked in divers ways; after which the em- 
broidery and the Gil Bias were continued as 
before until the cool of the evening, when the 
girls sallied forth to the paseo, or the great 
square, in all the splendour of flowing mau'^ 
tillas and fluttering fans. At ten, the supper 
was served, being in fact a second dinner; 
and exactly as the clock struck eleven, the 
whole family rose and bid us ^^ Buenos noches." 
Such was the even tenour of their way, ex* 
cept on Sundays or feast-days, of which last 
in Spain there is often more than one in a 
week, when the whole family donned their 
best and went to mass, spending the rest of 
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the day in making visits and taking the air 
out of doors.. 

At the time I arrived, they happened to be 
in mourning for the death of a relative, and 
did not frequent any of the feriulias or soirees 
given in the town ; but they introduced me to 
several people, who being invited themselves, 
made no scruple in taking me. .with ihem, 
and presenting me to the host or hostess as a 
friend. This was so common a custom, and 
so little taken notice of, that I often availed 
myself of the kindness of two young estudi- 
antes, who knowing most of the families in 
4own, offered to take me to their evening 
parties. 

I was present at one at the house of a 
wealthy inhabitant of San Sebastian, to which 
General Chichester, and several other supe- 
rior officers both Spanish and English, were 
invited. There was plenty of talking, playing 
on the piano, singing, and dancing quadrilles 
and waltzes, with a due admixture o{ groseiUe^ 
fleur ^orangey and eau sucrie, after which the 
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company took leave of the lady of the house, 
and retired about eleven o'clock. 

The town of San Sebastian is the most 
modem of any I have seen in Spain. When 
taken by the English in 1813, the whole of 
the old town was burnt to the ground, with 
the exception of a few houses near the great 
church, which escaped the conflagration. 
Since then it has been rebuilt, and the houses, 
generally speaking, are better and more com- 
modious, the streets wider, and the style alto- 
gether more massive and regular than in most 
Spanish towns. In the centre is the Plaza 
Nueva or square, which is of considerable ex- 
tent, with arches or cloisters running round 
the four sides. The Corporation House or 
Casa del Ayuntamiento of the city, fills up 
the whole of the side to the north, and is a 
very fine building, having an inscription on 
the front face, to the purport that the first 
stone was laid by the august hands of Fer- 
nando VII. The remaining sides are occupied 
by private houses, which being all built on 



BRlTISfl LSGION. 19 

one plan, with shops of yarious kinds lining 
the arcades, give the whole a look not unlike 
the square of the Palais Royal in Paris — 
especially when filled with groupes of gay 
ladies and caballeros promenading under the 
arches and traversing the area. 

The Convent of San Francisco in which we 
were quartered, was ahout half a mile outside 
the town, on the other side of the river Uru- 
mea, and appeared to me of great extent, 
though a Spaniard told me that it was '* uno 
de los mas pequenUos de Espaha^* — one of 
the smallest in Spain. The exterior, like that 
of .most Spanish buildings of any antiquity, 
was not very different from a bam, with tiled 
roof and overhanging eaves ; but the interior 
was pretty enough, being arranged in the 
form of a squa)^ with cloisters, and a small 
garden inside abounding with roses in full 
Uoom, and fine hydrangias grown wild. 
There was something melancholy, I thought, 
when our noisy soldiers burst into the place, 
hurrying up and down the stcilrs and corri- 
dolrs, and startling the quiet abode of Monks 
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from its ancient state of peacefulness and 
repose. 

In less than a week all the shmbs were 
trampled ander foot, and the ground covered 
with shirts and pipe-clayed trowsers drying 
in the sun. A splendid vine, which grew np 
the iron grates of the window of an Oratorio^ 
cooling the air that rustled among the ten- 
dinis, and through which 

" the only light came in. 
Tinged, as it entered, with the vine-leaves thin," 

I contrived to save, by pointing out to the 
occupant how cool and fresh it kept his room, 
while the others were smothering with the 
noonday heat. 

Above the cloisters were long ranges of 
corridors and rooms of great extent, which 
held with ease the whole of our 1st Regiment, 
consisting of between seven and eight hun- 
dred men. When I enquired of the country 
people the number of monks who formerly 
dwelt there, they answered about twenty ! 
// What use did they make of all these pas- 
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sages and rooms V I asked somewhat in 
amaze. " Oil ! they played at fives and blind- 
man's-buff in them *'— was the reply^ Certes, 
the reverend fathers were not badly off for 
house-room, and this was the case with most 
of the convents, I afterwards saw in the 
north of Spain. An immense one, called 
Corban, near Santander, which I have no! 
doubt could quarter two or three thousand 
troops, was formerly occupied by thirty or 
forty old monks, who were turned out by the 

Liberals, and had gone some to France and 

* 

som6 to the Carlists. The convents now 

stand desolate and alone, good for nothing 
but as barracks for soldiers. 

A chapel of some size, and richly orna- 
mented with gilded columns and altars, 
formed part of the convent. In this the 
priest of the parish performed mass every 
Sunday to the people of the neighbourhood, 
who used to come in parties of ten and twenty 
from different parts of the country. They 
were all of the labouring classes, and spoke 
nothing but Basque, which is universally 
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adopted by all dameg of the inhabitants. The 
higher orden, of conrae, apeak the Castilian 
which is the current language of the realm, as 
do most of the lower; but I have frequently 
met with Basques who could neither speak 
nor understand a single word of it. 

While at the convent I used to break&st at 
a tabema kept by a strapping Basque woman, 
with a long tail of hair plaited down to her 
heels, who was a curious instance of a native 
of Spain not understanding Spanish. It was 
with the greatest difficulty that I could get 
her to understknd any of my wants except by 
signs, and when these foiled I was obliged to 
repeat two or three of the principal substan- 
tives, putting all the verbs in the infinitive 
after her own broken fashion. 

At this old Basque woman's I continued to 
breakfast the whole time of our stay at San 
Francisco, and generally by myself, as few of 
the officers condescended to frequent so small 
a tabema^ especially after she committed the 
mistake of giving us a plateful of salt for white 
sugar to put into some mulled wine which a 
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party of us were coneocting one night at her 
house. It was long before we tsouU get her to 
discover her error, till making her taste a 
glassful of the intolerable mixture, she burst 
into a loud laugh, and ran to fetch double the 
quantity of sugar by way of corrective. All 
our endeavours to amend were fruitless, and 
the " harmony of the evening " being com- 
pletely destroyed by this untoward event, 
most of the party took their departure declar- 
ing that they would never come again to a 
place where salt was given for sugar to put 
into mulled wine. 

However, the old lady was so civil to me, 
and boiled my eggs to such a nicety, that I 
could not find in my heart to leave her, es- 
pecially as she used to spread the table under a 
treUiSi^work of vines and luxuriant pumpkins, 
which formed a shade during the heat of the 
day. For a plentiful breakfast of eggs, wine, 
bread, and chocolate^ with civility and good 
nature a discrMoriy she used to charge some- 
what less than a peseta (about a franc\ and 
this in a town which might be said to be 
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beleaguered by tbe enemy, and where a great 
part of the provisions were bronght . from 
Bayonne by sea. 

Tbe dress of the country people is coarse 
and simple. The women generally wear their 
hair combed back and plaited in a long tail 
behind ; a thick woollen petticoat, usually of 
a bright red or yellow, with short tight slieeves 
half way down to the elbow, and drawn closely 
round the waist, together with thick worsted 
stockings and leather sandals, fastened with 
thongs round the ancle, complete their 
attire. 

The men wear a rough brown jacket, short- 
kneed breeches, bound round the middle with 
a red or blue sash, worsted stockings, and 
leathern buskins half way up the calf, fastened 
with small cords or thongs crossing one ano- 
ther like the red stripes on a Highlander's 
sock. During bad weather they invariably 
wear the large brown cloak, which falling 
over one shoulder in ample folds to the feet, 
produces a singular and picturesque effect, 
in addition to the broad-brimmed, high« 
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crowned hat, worn on one side like Cavaliers 
of old. 

The labouring women seldom use the man- 
tilla, this being the mark of a townswoman, or 
of a person of some rank in the village. The 
usual head-gear is a folded cotton handker- 
chief, thrown over the head and tied under the 
chin, or else simply wrapped round like a 
turban. Altogether the appearance of a groupe 
of villagers, as they turned out to see us march 
past, was not inelegant ; and the olive com- 
plexion and large black eyes of the peasant 
girls, some leaning idly against a door-post 
twirling a spindle, and others bearing jars of 
water on their heads, made a very favourable 
impression. 

A few days after our arrival at the convent, 
the British officers were invited to. a grand 
dinner given by the Spanish officers of the 
different regiments of San Fernando, Oviedo, 
and Tolosa, at which General Jauregui pre- 
sided. The large sala or hall of the Mansion 
House was splendidly decorated with flags of 
the four nations composing the Quadruple Al- 

c 
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liance, and divers wreaths and festoons hung 
about the walls. The Spanish General sat at 
the top of the table, with General Chichester 
on his right and Colonel Kirby on his left, 
the places of the other officers being marked 
by cards red and blue placed on the plates, 
bearing the words "An English Captain," 
" A Spanish Captain," " An English Lieute- 
nant," " A Spanish Lieutenant," tec. Thus 
each guest looked out for the place befitting 
his rank, and sat down without any trouble or 
mistake. A fine military band was stationed 
outside the hall at the head of the stairs, and 
played national airs during and after the din- 
ner. The waiters were all girls of fifteen or 
twenty, dressed in white muslin, with their 
hair plaited in long tails behind, and were very 
neat-handed and active in their services at 
table. The dinner was very good and abun- 
dant, consisting chiefly of a great variety of 
hashes, stews, ragouts, and cutlets, with plenty 
of Claret, Malaga, and Sherry. 

After the eating was over, a number of 
toasts were given both by Spaniards and Eng- 
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lish, all of which were followed by loud vivas! 
and " hurrahs !" each party striving to excel 
the other in making most noise. I was amused 
at the way in which the Spaniards gave their 
toasts, stringing together half-a-dozen things to 
be drunk in one glassful. ^^A la libertad de 
Espana! i la salud de nuestra idolotrada 
Reyna ! a la valiente nacion Inglesa ! a lot 
qficialesy sargentoSf y soldados de la Legion 
Britanica! al General Chicltester y al Coronel 
Kirhy ! i la Qutzdrupte Alianza ! — Jlva ! 
Hurrah! Fiva! Hurrah!!-'* 

In spite of this wholesale method of drinking 
toasts, such was the patriotic enthusiasm of 
both parties, that when we rose to take leare, 
a few of us, it must be confessed, had some 
difficulty in keeping our feet. We, however, 
got home to the convent in pretty good order, 
with the exception of one or two of the 

• *' To the liberty of Spain ! to the health of our 
idolized Queen ! to the brave English nation ! to the 
officers, sergeants, and soldiers of the British Legion! 
to General Chichester and Colonel Kirby ! to the 
Quadruple Alliance ! — Fim/ '* 

c2 
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youngsters, whom we were obliged to deliTer 
op to the hands of the waiting-girls, who very 
good-humouredly put them to bed in one of 
the best rooms in the Casa del Ayuntamiento, 
and there tucked them in for the night. 

A short time after this, we responded to the 
civility of the Spaniards by giving a grand ball 
and supper to the inhabitants of the town. 
Each officer invited the ladies of his billet, as 
well as all other acquaintances. I sent a card 
of invitation, duly directed, to my good old 
lady and daughters, but they did not accept it 
on account of being in mourning. In con- 
sideration of a little Spanish picked up before 
I came out, I was appointed one of the stewards, 
and wore in consequence a large sky-blue 
satin sash, as a badge of my dignity. I confess, 
however, that I did my duty ill, for during 
supper I felt so exhausted with the heat of the 
day, that instead of waiting on the senoritas^?caA 
seeing that they were duly provided with chick- 
ens' wings and ices, I fell asleep in the balcony, 
and staid there till they had left the table and 
made way for us to pick a bit. My sash. 
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however, I took home, and gallantly presented 
to the eldest of the sisters, who appeared much 
to approve of this mark of attention. 

Thus concluded my round of gaieties in 
Spain. I became weary of this, sort of thing, 
and withal too low in purse, in consequence of 
the irregularity of pay, to indulge much in 
balls and suppers afterwards. > I think we each 
of us subscribed seventeen days' pay to this 
entertainment; but subsequently at Bilbao, 
when something of the kind was again at- 
tempted, I cried out with many others against 
this fresh assault on our pockets. Money was 
too scarce a.commodity in the Legion to spend 
it all, as Sancho says, '* in tarts and cheese- 
cakes." 
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CHAPTER II. 

DrilliBK ud FonnatiMi ortbeRcglBMM— EaranloMiBtlw HOb— Arriral 
of Ocnoral Etbiu from Smtander— SUnnUi of Hcrnwii — Cbapelgonri 
coo l n m Poiitkm of the Troop*— Retreat— Lom in Killed and 
Wounded— Toiy att tki R ocepdon at Home. 

DuBiKG the time of these gaieties at San 
Sebastian the troops were kept hard at work 
at their drill, and were rapidly advancing to 
a state of good discipline and order. At 
the Convent of San Francisco we were 
regularly turned out every morning at five 
o'clock, drilled till nine, when the men were 
dismissed to their breakfasts, and again fell-in 
in the evening, after the heat of the day was 
over, for four or five hours more. 

Those of the officers who had not served before 
were drilled with cross -belts and muskets, and 
one by one, as they acquired a fitting knowledge, 
were dismissed to their duties as officers. 
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After we had learned in some degree to act 
together as^ body, we were frequently led out 
on long excursions into the hills, in order to 
inure the men to marching, and accustom them 
to the weight of their knapsacks and ac- 
coutrements, the roughest roads and steepest 
ascents being selected for the purpose. The 
very firet marqh we took diminished the 
weight of our knapfflieks one-half, for it was 
found utterly impossible to carry the usual 
number of shirts and blacking-brushes in a 
country so mountainous as that in which we 
had to act. Frequently going up a steep hill- 
side under a burning sun, I have seen a whole 
company sit down together, fanning themselves 
with their foragii]^ caps, and actually gasp- 
ing with heat and exhaustion. I have often 
thought Qince, that it was more through the 
blessing of Providence thon our own ingenuity, 
that we were not attacked and murdered by 
the Carlists (m some of these expeditions, as I 
am sure that a hundred active mountaineers 
would have knocked us on the head without 
much difficulty. For my part I have some- 
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times been so much overcome by heat and 
fatigue on these early marches, that I should 
have gone like a lamb to the slaughter, rather 
than take the trouble either to fight or run 
away. 

Shortly after our removal to the convent, 
the 2nd Regiment occupied the old quarters 
of the 1st. at San Telmo, and were followed 
by the 3rd and 7th which arrived from San- 
tander late in the evening of the 20tli August, 
together with Lieutenant-General Evans and 
his staff. His arrival caused great joy and 
expectation among us, and nothing was thought 
of but the coming campaign. 

The accounts received of the Carlists de- 
scribed them in a very reduced condition. 
The death of their great leader Zumalacarregui 
at the siege of Bilbao, had spread considerable 
alarm in the ranks of his party, and pro- 
portionate confidence in those of the Christinos. 
The siege of that important town had been 
raised in consequence, but the Carlist army 
under Eraso still threatened it, and cut off all 
communication with the sea. 



^. 
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It was accordingly thought that the British 
Legion would first come in contact with thd 
enemy under the walls of Bilbao, but the 
revetse proyed to be the case. 

The little town of Hemani, about seven miles 
south of San Sebastian, was the place where 
we were first initiated into the mysteries 
of soldier-craft, and had the satisfaction of 
hearing and being exposed to shots fired in 
earnest. 

Early on Sunday Morning, 30th August, 
1835, just as I was turning out of my luUet in 
fbll uniform, according to our custom on 
high days and holidays, I heard that a sally 
was expeoted. and that all the Spanish and 
Bngliah troops in San Sebastian, to the number 
of four or five thousand men, were about to 
make an attempt on Hemani. I immediately 
doffed all my iidathers and lace^ Mid equipping 
myself more suitably with a havresaek, can- 
teen> and telescope, started for tibie esplanade 
outside the town, where I found the r^ments 
formed in elose column, and '^ something like 
bunness" going on. A small howitzer, drawn 
+- c 5 



34 TWELVE MONTHS IN- THE 

by seven or eight mii'les,'' wftd' ItflfikeTiwg -up 
the hiH bn tM^ hi^h t6^A io'UetnMiy foUowdd 
by -a train, of'mfuleslaik*' with bftA-dte ofloft* 
mnnition, and ^ttcft^helrl^' fol^^ tb«r wbftttded; 
Th* Ist, 3rd, and 7tb R<^tai'GAts'*<Bri<iSh) 
then commenced theilr maitSij'^p^efc^eclby ihtf 
Chappelgorrid and 'iojiie *&piBii6sh troops X>f thtr 
lihe. Being Sunday, the* roUd fol^ h gtidd Ir ay 
ont of the town wdS liAed-^wllH fipecflrtOWs,' 
chiefly ladies, who fluttered their &ns '&tr^§ 
with an air of grietit agitatiOti,' and-^3f{5r^sded 
their anxiety for-sOmfe'cf the sriiobth linriazO^ 
subaltefiw' by ejaculating thi^inrord ^"^pdbf^ci^^ 
as they marched pasi^. - Aft^r Vme ^ ii^^hiAbi 
to rest the troops, we "arriv^ at the fb&t df-A 
hill where the Carlists wei^^ ^d to liiiVi 
erected a couple of batten^; which afterwdrdf 
turned out to be mereba:rricade8ktf sfonied, aid 
were abandoned 6ti tb€ first attack. ' 

The Spaaiiards ^f the line and CfaappelgOfi-& 
pushed forward with the bayonet, and aftef 
receiving twoorthreeheavy volliesbf mudketfy, 
drove the enemy from their position land f&t^ 
sued them into the plain below. Crossing 
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this hilly where, if the enemy had made a 
stand, a number of men would have been lost^ 
the troops halted on a little plateau which 
afforded a good view of Hemani> situated iu 
the midst of a plain with a small- river flowing 
past it to the east. This, in my opinion, was 
the moment when the whole body of troops 
should have pushed forward and tumbled into 
the town pell-mell. The enemy were scattered 
among the hills playing at long shots, and 
did not ^eem aware of their danger until we 
approached, when battalion after battalion at 
the top of their speed might be seen crossing 
the bridge into the town — and then the chance 
was lost. The fact is, that our generals, and 
there were three of them, did not appear to 
have made up their minds whether they would 
attack the town or not, and having brought us 
in presence of the enemy, were irresolute 
whether to risk an encounter or to make the 
best of their way back. Of the three I am 
inclined to lay the blame on Alava, for Jaure* 
gui was not the man to prove slack in action^ 
and General Evans must have been too fully 
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impressed with the importance of making £t 
brilliant dibut with his Legion, to risk the 
chances of a retreat by not pushing for- 
ward. The responsibility of leading such raw 
troops against the enemy was evidently great, 
but the arguments for and against such an 
attempt, must surely have been weighed before 
he came into the field. 

At that time no part of the British Legion 
had been formed above two months, and the 
greater portion had not been a fortnight in the 
country ; but such were their spirits, that their 
bayonets would probably have carried them 
through any obstacle that such a force as then 
occupied Hernani could have presented. As 
it was, however, the precious moments were 
lost through the irresolution of General Alava, 
who, instead of making a rush at the town, 
ordered the British to pile arms and lie down 

* 

on the plateau^ while skirmishing parties of 
Chapelgorris and other Spanish troops were 
thrown in advance, for what purpose save that 
of wasting the Queen's ammunition no one ever 
could divine. The Carlists keeping thes6 
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troops in play, fired away with great vigour, 
and like a partridge decoying a boy from its 
nest, slowly retreated upon the hill of Santa 
Barbara considerably to our right of Hemani, 
when, finding themselves in strong ground, 
they turned sharply on their pursuers and held 
them at bay. 

Upon this our howitzer was lugged up to 
the top of the plateau and commenced firing 
half-a-dozen shots at the church steeple of 
Hemani, but at such a distance that few of 
them took effect. A rocket was also at- 
tempted, but mismanaged, so that instead of 
blowing up the Carlists, it flew back among us, 
wounded the artillery-man, and put the whole 
line in jeopardy. This was the cottp de grace 
to our expedition, and frightened the old Span- 
ish General to such a degree, that he instantly 
determined on a retreat. 

By this time, however, the Spanish troops were 
severely pressed by the enemy near Santa Bar- 
bara, and in danger of being driven back faster 
than was agreeable — thereby exemplifying to 
the mind of General Alava, the military saying 
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that, *Mt is an easy thing to take troops into 
the field, but not so easy to bring them out." 
The 1st R^mentwas ordered to advance to 
their support, but strictly enjoined to keep 
under cover as much as possible, and not to fire 
a shot unless the position was attacked. Ar- 
rived at the foot of the hill defended by the 
Chapelgorris and other Spanidi. troops, each 
company under the enemy's fire had to dash up 
the ascent through a field of Indian com, until 
sheltered by a long ditch and mound which ran 
along the summit. 

The company I belonged to passed through 
this leaden ordeal with considerable success- 
one man had an eyebrow shaved off by a ball, 
and another shot struck the Lieutenant's 
scabbard just above the place where his hand 
grasped it and bounded off, after inflicting a 
dent in the steel. It was here I had an oppor- 
tunity of observing the conduct of one of die 
Chapelgorris, and certainly the coolness and 
sangfroid of the man was a sight worth seemg. 
He was a tall broad-chested man, dark and 
swarthy, and fierce with the powder that be- 
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grimed his moath ; hisloose white trousers were 
tacked up to the knees, displaying a pair of 
brawny calves, and with his musket in his 
hand, and cartridge-belt round the waist, he. 
stood erect in the midst of the bullets that 
showered around him from the opposite 
hill. First he took out a cartridge, bit off the 
end, and quietly shook a little powder into the 
pan, giving the piece a knock with the palm of 
the hand to make the priming enter well into the 
touch-hole, after which he loaded, looked long 
and steadily in front for an object and fired. 
Once his musket flashed — '^ carqfo!" ezclaimefi 
he striking the lock with vehemence; the touch- 
hole was cleared with a pricker, the piece re- 
primed, and the shot sent whistling on its 
errand among the heights of Santa Barbara. 

From the summit of the hill where we were 
stationed, I could overlook the country occu- 
pied by the contending parties, and saw it dotted 
over in a line of six or eight patchy of smoke 
where the skirmishers were engaged. In 
our front, rose the hill of Santa Barbara covered 
with steep and conical rocks, behind which 



^ 
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Were groupes of Carlists, the flashes of whose 
taiuskets broke every now and then like a 
streak of lightning through the smoke that 
overhung the ascent; a little to our left, on 
the plain below, was Hemani bristling with 
the glittering bayonets of the enemy, and 
about a quarter of a mile in our rear, was the 
hill with the two barricades, on which were 
drawn up in reserve the 3rd and 7th British 
Regiments. 

Gradually the line of smoke edged away 
to our right, and it was evident that the 
enemy's purpose was to outflank us, and cut ofl" 
our retreat to San Sebastian. Upon this, the 
1st Regiment, together with the Spanish skir- 
mishers, were ordered to fall back upon the re- 
ser\'e, which was done amid the shouts of the 
enemy who, rushing from their hiding places, 
hung closely on the rear of the retiring line. 
Having descended the little eminence which 
had been occupied by us, it was found that one 
of our companies, not having heard or having 
tnistaken the signal, still remained on the brow, 
tmd was in great peril of being cut ofl* by tht 
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enemy. The word was immediately given to 
face about, and after proceeding at double quick 
time up threfe parts of the hill, we lined the 
sides of a narrow lane, from which we opened 
a brisk fire, and for a moment kept the assail- 
ants in check. 

This was the first time our company fired a 
shot, and though the balls whistled about pretty 
freely, little injury was inflicted on either side. 
One, however, hit a poor fellow of the company 
in the ancle, and sent him limping ofl^ the 
ground, and another struck, with an ugly crash, 
the musket of a soldier in front of me. It split 
the wpod of the stock to pieces, and flattened 
itself against the barrel. After five minutes 
of this kind of work, we resumed the retreat, 
bringing off with us the straggling company, 
and closely followed by the enemy, who manned 
every post that afforded shelter, and kept 
popping away with the greatest pertinacity. 
The whole of the skirmishing parties having 
now joined the main body on the hill, about five 
orsix o'clock intheevening, the retrfeat was com- 
menced along the high road to San Sebastian. 
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The moment our general retrograde move- 
ment was apparent, it was curioos to see with 
what fierceness the Carlists rushed out upon the 
rear of the column, running from one tree to 
another, and peppering us till close under the 
walls of San Sebastian. I could plainly per- 
ceive them in their white caps scampering over 
the hill-tops that skirt the high road on the 
left, wavmg their firelocks and pourmg in an 
alternate volley of shot and abuse. ^^ Ah! 
perros! borracho^J ladrones! — dogs! drunk- 
ards! thieves! Get back to England! go 
home ! Vayan ustedes con Dios — ;embark 
again in your steamers — carc^'oT At one 
time it was thought that they had got between 
us and the town, but we pushed, steadily for- 
ward, and entered the gates of San Sebastian 
without meeting with any opposition. 

The loss pf the Spa:];iish troops engaged in 
this afiair, amounted to eight y-sev^n, and that 
of the British to thirty-five killed, wounded, 
and miai^ing. Mr. Dade, surgeon of the 1st 
Regiment, was the only officer hurt in the 
Legion. He was in advance with the Grenadier 
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Company, lying uh^er cover oa his elbow, 
when a shot stntek him on the shoulder, but 
although it penetrated to some depth in the 
flesh, it did not pieree the eloth of the jacket, 
and was accordingly extracted in the act of 
pulling off his dress. This fact was not ascer- 
tained tilt a day or two after the event, when 
on examining the sleeve of the coat, the cloA 
was found to be unbroken* A sergeant and 
private of the Grenadiers were shot dead while 
advancing on a fortified house occupied by the 
Carlists. The former was, I believe, a man of 
good family .and . educaticm, of the name of 
Mill, and had been promised a commission in 
the service. The company afterwards being 
obliged to make a hurried retreat to join the 
reserve, it was found impossible to (sarry off the 
bodies of these two men, and the country 
people brought word the next day that the 
Carlists cut them up into six pound pieces, and 
marched into Hemani with the portions of 
human flesh sticking on the points of their 
bayonets* Oh ! the civilization of the Tories' 
proUgh ! 



44 TWELVE MONTHS IN THE 

A young volunteer of the Ist Regiment , 
Henry Cooper, distinguished himself in the 
action, and was promoted to an ensigncy on 
the field for his services. He afterwards got 
his lieutenancy, and fell in the action of tne 
5th of May, in storming the lines before San 
Sebastian. Captain Knight, General Chiches- 
ter's Aide-de-camp, another gallant young man 
with whom I was intimate, was promoted for 
the courage he displayed in the action, and his 
humanity in bringing off a wounded man on 
his horse, when closely pursued by the enemy. 
This officer, also, was killed the year following 
in leading an attack on the lines, on the 5th of 
May. 

Such was the action of Hefnani, and great 
was our mortification at the " lame and impo- 
tent conclusion." The Carlists, of course, 
crowed immensely, and declared that they had 
utterly annihilated the Legion ; the Tories at 
home circulated the falsehood, and the Jtiste 
Milieu of France declared, with that pomposity 
which belongs to their country, that " la Legion 
Britannique itait etUierement dScridit^e." As 
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if it told against the courage and discipline of 
the troops, that an old general had led them 
into the field and out again without allowing 
them to fight. 

Both men and officers behaved with perfect 
steadiness, and the following day their General 
expressed himself highly satisfied with their 
conduct, which in troops so newly raised, was 
the more remarkable, and called forth the 
loudest praises from the people of the town 
anil the Spanish regiments in the field. 

I entered my billet late in the evening, after 
seeing the company safely quartered, and was 
received with acclamation by the old lady and 
her daughters. One of the girls, to be sure, 
quizzed us a little about our preparation for 
sleeping at Hernani, but the old lady, who 
had witnessed the storming of San Sebastian 
in 1813, took up our cause, and maintained 
that the Legion could never have been brought 
into actual contact with the enemy, or they 
would have killed and eaten every Carlist in 
Hernani; and, patting me on the shoulder, 
assured me ^^ poco a poco se va meforando,*' 
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— '' little by litde, things will go on better/' 
I bid them good night, and slept like a top, 
after all the scampering and skirmishing of the 
day. 
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CHAPTER III. 

Departare for Bilbao — ^Fortugalete -> March to Bilbao— Cooveot of San 
Mames— HoQKhold Comforts— Deserters — ^^'It's cocking I am!** — Affair 
of the 11th September — Removal to Bilbao — ^Descriptloii of the Town — 
Zamalacarregal— Spanish Breakfast— Marches in the Hilb-^Patrola. 

The departure of the Legion from Ran 
Sebastian for Bilbao took place a few days 
after the skirmish of Hemani. Our regiment 
embarked for Portugalete on the 5th of Sep- 
tember, very much to every body's regret, for 
we had been well received and kindly treated 
during our stay at San Sebastian. 

We had a favourable passage in a French 
Government steamer, and disembarked in the 
mouth of the river about eight o'clock the 
same evening. A part of the Legion had 
already arrived, and on crossing the bar we 
^ saw the red-coats in the hills skirmishing with 
the enemy. It was at first thought, that th^ 
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were merely at light infantry drill, but pre- 
sently, by help of our glasses, we discovered 
the Carlists, as usual, posted behind the rocks 
and bushes, and firing every now and then at 
individuals. Hardly any mischief was done on 
either side, and few were severely wounded, 
except Captain Mac Neil of the 2nd Regiment, 
who received a shot through the calf of the 
leg. 

Portugalete is a miserable little fortified 
town, at the mouth of the river that runs 
down from Bilbao to the sea; and on our 
arrival, we found neither beds, food, nor any. 
thing else wherewith to console ourselves. The 
place was crowded with troops, who had eaten 
up every scrap of provisions in the market, 
leaving their successors to feast as they might 
on air. With great difficulty I procured a 
little aguardiente from a Spanish soldier, for 
which I gave him two pesetas (francs), and 
after vainly attempting to find a lodging in' 
conjunction with the captain of my company, 
we " wrapt our martial cloaks around us," 
and slept on the ground in front of the house 
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where the men were quartered, with a stone 
step . for a pillow and a sharp flint running 
ruthlessly into our backs. 

As hunger is the best sauce, so fatigue is 
the best feather-bed ; and in spite of our un- 
comfortable situation we slept soundly till 
next morning, when we awoke rayenqusly in- 
clined for something to eat, and turning the 
tables on our selfish predecessors, waylaid the 
market women early in the day, ^and laid in 
heavy stores of figs, grapes, bread, and milk, 
which they were taking to sell in the town. 
The whole of this day we spent in wandiering 
disconsolately up and down the muddy lanes 
of Portugalete, seeking in vain to satisfy our 
carnivorous appetites with some meat, which, 
after the. qualmish breakfast of fruit, would 
have been doubly acceptable, had there been 
such a thing as a spare ration in the town. 

The day after this (Sept. 7th), about eight 
o'clock in the morning, the 1st Regiment ac- 
companied by two battalions of Spanish in- 
fantry, commenced their march to ; Bilboa, 
taking the right or western bank or the river 

D 
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tvkile the rest of the troops took the left, for 
the purpose of deariug it of the enemy, and 
restoring the communicftitioii from Bilbao to 
the sea. it had been reported prerioofi to 
ieaving San Sebastiaii, th»t tbe Cburlists had 
assembled in great force on both sUkes of tbe 
river, and were determined to dispute the 
passage, whach they m^ht hare done with 
great advantage, as tiie Queen's troops mv^ere 
hemmed in l^ tbe vv«Aer ooa one <fliank and 
a range of hills on the other, from whecioe 
an active enemy could have kept up a galling 
£re on the main road below. Great, idiere- 
fore, wa43 our surprise vi^n tbe news came 
the night before our departure, thst the C&r* 
lists had not only albaadoned tbeir positions 
on the line of marcli, but had also raised the 
siege of Bilbao and iretired to isome distenoe 
into fti^ dB^erior. 

The iroad from JPortugalete tio Bilbao is 
eight miles, all of which ire did in a soaking 
rain, the steep mountain-passes ;gushuig wvth 
water, and the paths amde deep in -mod. 
'Having heard so urach of the tottle and «mr<" 



d^r ezpeisited <m the jooareh, I left eU m j heary 
b&gg^g^ ^ 3<^ Sebastiaptf taJiiBg QQAiug with 
me but a laiapsack which I carried myself, 
and a eaipet-beg in ^n^ 4^ the gun-boats 
qonung up the riv^r. The xain fell in torrents, 
and by the &talify whioh attends on travelling 
luxiaries, my waterproof cloak wa^s 'C£u*efuUy 
packed up in the carpet-bag, leaving mjf un- 
happy shoulders defended by nothing better 
than a shell-jacket against the pelting of the 
pitiless slionsL 

I WM, ^f oourse, soaked to the skin, but by 
dint of sippii^ aguardiente^ snaoluQg cigars, 
and seannpering irom front to rear of the coos* 
pany to prevent straggling, I contrived to 
keep myself pretty warm to the end of the 
march, when i took .a pair of diy socks .out 
of my kju^sack (I forgave it then for nearly 
breaking my back on the road), dried my 
jacket before the picquet-fire, and was com- 
paratively warm and comfortable. 

We wea^ quartered in the convent of San 
JMLameSj on ithe banks of the river, a mile or 
two out of Bilbao, and took possession of the 
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building a few hours after the Carlists had 
left it. The rooms were still ftiU of straw on 
which their men had lain, and the walls be- 
grimed with names and sentences, the most 
conspicuous of which were flva el Rey^ 
Muera Christina^ coupled with divers femi- 
nine epithets malsonantes. The court and 
garden of the convent were full of old 
monkish books kicking about, containing 
lives of all the saints and eaintesses in the 
calendar, and which had been evidently used 
for making cartridges and other profane pur- 
poses. The only book of note I found among 
the heaps was an old Virgil, terribly dog- 
eared and dipt with scissors. 

The convent is situated on a height sur- 
rounded with trees and overlooking the town, 
and is a place of considerable strength as a 
military position. The Carlists had fortified 
it with breastworks of timber and sod, which 
they had been in too great a hurry to destroy 
on their departure. At the foot of the hill of 
San Mames which descends into the river, was 
anchored H. M. brig Saracen, and all the way 



BRITISH LEGIOX. S3 

up to the town^ the banks are lined with 
straggling shops and warehouses, a good 
number of which exhibited English names 
and inscriptions* 

On taking possession of the building, our 
first care was to put it into a state of defence 
in case of attack. The trees in the neigh^ 
bourhood were felled and made into a 
stockade protecting the back entrance, while 
the windows were bricked up and loop-holed 
formusketry^ as well as the garden walls. A 
small carronade lent by the Saracen was 
hauled up to the top of the steeple, and a 
heavy piece of artillery placed in the porch 
with stores of round shot, grape, and canister. 
A strong guard was mounted at the gate with 
sentries at different points of the grounds, and 
a picquet was thrown a few hundred yards in 
advance, near some straggling country houses 
which were occupied by a battalion of Spanish 
in&ntry. The 9th (Irish) occupied another 
convent between us and the town, while the 
regiment of San Fernando lined the opposite 
bank of the river, and the Scotch held a large 
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boildixig on a hill to the east. Thm W6 soon 
pot ourselres in a good slate of defence, and 
were ready to give tlie enemy- a warm reeep- 
tion in case he should think proper to attack 
us. 

Our household comforts, however, were 
very few, and it might truly be said that we 
lived a life of mortificatioii and penance in 
the convent. Not a bed was to be had beyond 
a little straw, which soon got so {qU of fleas 
that the floor was infinitely to be preferred. 
It was often my fete on those occasions to put 
in practice the old soldier's tridk of pricking 
the boaids wiih a fork, to find oat the softest 
one to lie upon for the ni^rt. 

The room in which I and my captain were 
quartered, would have presented a strange 
q>ectac}e to a man suddenly transplanted from 
the haunts of civilized society. The wails 
were whitewashed, and the little square wii^ 
dows which througk the exertion of some 
interest and ingenuity we had preserved team 
being bricked up, boasted of nothing but a 
pair of rickety window-*firames^ the glass of 
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whieh hack long since departed. At. one end of 
the room, in a dark alcove, was oet straw, and 
at another stood a long bench, a three-legged 
ehairsaved from the burning of the picquet-fire, 
and a rude oaken table covered with bottles of 
wine, pipkins of water, and a rabble^ront of 
hair- brushes, shoe^brushea, tootb-* brushes, 
tins of blacking, scraps of bread, rations of 
beef, and bunehes of odoriferous onions for 
the soup. In one comer reclined a couple 
of loaded muskets for the benefit of the Car- 
lists, and round the walls were hung jackets, 
canteens, telescopes, and pantaloons. Our 
baiterie de cuuine consisted of a frjing-pan, 
one noseless jug, and an earthen bowl that 
served the manifold purposes of cup and 
saucer, washing basin, and souptureen. 

I had no idea that any European country 
eould send forth such plagues of vermin as 
tormented us in this convent. Nightly as we 
were dropping off to sleep, a whole battalion 
of Carlist fleas sallied forth from their nooks 
and hiding places to lay waste and destroy the 
profoundest slumber, while the unhappy 
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victims scratched and groaned, and groaned 
and scratched in wretched restlessness till 
morning, when their limbs were found 
covered with white blotches as big as six- 
pences, which gradually subsiding into little 
red freckles gave the whole body an appear^ 
ance of being smitten with measles or small- 
pox. 

It was during one of these sleepless nights, 
that tormented beyond earthly patience, I 
jumped up in my shirt and desperately open- 
ing a volume of B6ranger, attempted by the 
light of a flickering candle to pass away. the 
time till dawn. I soon found myself nodding 
with my nose in the book, and walking to the 
window began to muse upon the dark shadows 
of the broad fig-trees that filled the garden, 
below. I had not been many minutes im- 
mersed in contemplation, when I heard a 
rustling among the branches ; I listened atten- 
tively and thought I could distinguish a 
whisper — presently another slight rustling, 
among the leaves, and all was still. I took, 
down a pistol that hung on the wall and chal- 
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lenged, but receiving no answer and hearing 
no more of the rustling, I concluded that my 
ears had deceived me, and crept back to my 
straw to sleep as I best might. 

The next morning it was found that two 
Germans in our regiment had deserted to the 
enemy, making their escape through a small 
door below my window, which hid by the 
thick foliage of a large fig-tree, had passed 
without suspicion or discovery. Had they not 
been afraid of alarming the sentries, my white 
night-cap peering through the surrounding 
darkness, would have presented a convenient 
mark for a shot. As it was, however, they 
were too glad to steal off unmolested through 
the shadows of the orchard. 

To prevent further desertion, all the foreign- 
ers in the regiment were sent next day to 
Portugalete, and fresh sentries were ppsted in 
the garden of the convent. One. of these men, 
a genuine specimen of an Irishman, was the 
cause of much iperriment among the garrison 
of San Mames. A night or two after the de- 
sertion of the Germans, he was on sentry at 
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gome distance from the convent, and thought 
he heard footsteps. " Who goed there?" No 
answer. He challenged again; still all waci 
silent. " Divil choke you," exclaimed thtf 
sentry, loud enough to be overheard by the 
officer on picquet— " D'ye know what I'm after? 
It's cocking I am .'" 

The 1 1th of September was marked by a 
severe check experienced by the Queen's 
troops. A column of 16,000 men, under 
Espartero, left Bilbao on the road to Ordufia^ 
preceded by two battalions of infantry thrown 
out a considerable distance on each side the 
line of march to act as feelers, and give notice 
of the enemy's approach. Being threatened 
by a superior force^ this column was ordel'ed 
to fall back upon Bilbao ; upon which the two 
battalions in advance took fright, plunged into 
a river, and were there picked off like snipes 
by the enemy. The loss was estimated at be^ 
tween three and four hundred men, that of the 
Carlists being next to nothings 

The column hearing of this disaster, re^ 
treated in disorder for Bilbao^ closely followed 
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by the enemy, when the British Legkni was 
called oat to cover the rear and keep the pur* 
suers m cheek. Without this asastanoe 
liardly a man of Espartero's diyision woold 
have reached the town alive. The Ist Begi- 
ment being on the other side of the town, and 
having to march a considerable distance, did 
not arrive on the ground till the affiur was 
nearly over, and the enemy had givoi up the 
pursuit. A company of the 3rd charged aeroes 
a bridge and drove them back with loss. A 
great number of wounded Spaniards were car- 
ried by on mules, and appeared to be chiefly 
wounded about the head. One had his nose 
shot off, another his teeth knocked out, a third 
a bullet in his eye. This is the result of their bo- 
peep manner of fighting, sheltering themselves 
behind cover, and aiming at each other's heads. 
The last of the retreating column having 
passed, the 1st Regiment brought up the rear, 
ted oootiQued its march to Bilbao without 
experiencing any annoyance from the enemy. 
Thus concluded our share of the business of 
the 11th September. 
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A fortnight after this affair^ the 1st Regi^ 
ment was relieved by the 2nd, which had been 
hitherto quartered in the town. . We gladly 
surrendered the convent, and marched into 
Bilbao on the 28th September, where we were 
lodged, together with the 3rd and 7th, in the 
convent jof San Francisco, at the foot of the 
chain-bridge across the river. This convent 
was one of the largest I ever was in, being 
three stories high, and accommodating with 
ease a whole regiment on one floor. Altor 
gether I should say that the number of men 
quartered in it at once could not be much under 
two thousand. / 

There was a curious cemetery attached to 
the convent, in which long rows of cells large 
enough to admit a body, are piled one above 
another under the stone arches or corridors 
that form the four sides of a square. The 
bodies are put in head-foremost, without a 
coffin, and the entrance stopped up by a stone 
tablet, on which are engraved the name and 
age of the deceased. Several of these were 
broken through accident, and the mouldering 
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forms of the dead could be distinguished amid 
thegloomof their narrow dungeon. . Looking 
around the innumerable lines of cells, it seemed 
as if the court wei:e lined with human bone^ 
like the shelves of a library with books. 

The men found themselves much better off 
in this convent than at San Mames, as they 
had mattresses and blankets in place of strawy 
and were also furnished with boards and 
trestles to lie on — a luxury which is of more 
importance than any other in preserving the 
health of troops. 

The town of Bilbao is much larger than San 
Sebastian, and built in a more antique and 
Spanish style, with the eaves of the houscQ 
broad and overhanging, and furnished with 
tin spouts a yard or two long, to shoot the 
rain into the middle of the street. Every 
window has a separate balcony of iron or wood 
curiously carved, which filled with ladies 
sewing or talking and gazing out below, pre- 
.sent a very novel effect from the street-end> 
The fine quays on each side the river, crowded 
with busy groupes loading and unloading . the 
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Bhipg with bales a&d barrels, t<^ther with the 
number of passengers passing to and fro in 
the streets, gire Bilbao the active, bostling 
air of a oommereial town. The streets are 
broad and well paved, with irottoirg for pas- 
sengers, and are kept perfectly clean and 
neat, far from being common to other towns 
in Spain. 

There are two bridges over the river, one 
of stone, and the other suspended by iron 
chains like the pier at Brighton. Of this 
bridge, as may be imagined, the inhabitants 
of Bilbao are not a little proud, and reckon 
it as one of their principal curiosities. They 
also boast of a beautiful pcueo or arenal 
shaded by lofty trees, which runs for a consi- 
derable distance along the left bank of the 
river, and terminates nearly opposite to San 
Mames. A high ridge of hills girdles and 
commands the town on the north-east, from the 
gate at the entrance of the arenal as far as 
the church of Begofia, near which Zumala- 
carregui was mortally wounded. A part of 
this ridge is included within the fortifications 



of the town, the trenched and breastworks of 
which ran along the summit ; but the farther 
extremity, on which stands the Begofia churchy 
is situated outside the town in an easterly 
direction. 

It was on this position that the Carlists 
erected a battery from which they poured shot 
and shell into the town, which was on the point 
of surrendering when a random bullet fired 
from behind a wall, destroyed the Carlist 
chieftain, and with him the hopes of his party. 
A small country house near the church, marks 
the place of his fall. He was standing in one 
of the balconies surveying the breach made by 
his cannon in the fortifications, when a shot 
struck one of the bars of the railing, and 
glancing off, inflicted a wound in the leg, of 
which he died. The house when I visited it 
was a mere shell, the interior having been de* 
stroyed by fire, but the balcony still remains^ 
with a deep dent in one of the bars caused by 
the striking of the bullet. The bottom of the 
balcony was floored with bricks, many of them 
loosened and crumblmg from the violence of 
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the dhot with which the house was assailed. 
I picked up and brought away two or three 
fragments of the brick which had been pressed 
by his foot, as memorials of a man whose 
courage and genius, however clouded by 
bigotry and intolerance, entitle him to respect 
as the dernier rejeton of the Cortezes and 
Pizarros of Castile. 

The women of Bilbao have a reputation for 
beauty in the north of Spain. They are small, 
and more southem-complexioned than those of 
San Sebastian. Their dress is nearly the 
same, except that they wear the mantilla 
without the comb to elevate and throw it off 
the face, which to my fancy is the prettier mode 
of the two ; and the lower classes plait the 
hair in two tails, instead of one of BrobdignagT 
ian dimensions as at San Sebastian. The 
JBasque language, though very common, is not 
quite so universal as I had hitherto found it, 
and is, I believe, a different dialect from that 
of Gnipuzcoa. 

I frequently visited the theatre during my 
stay at Bilbao, where there was a tolerable 
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company with two or three singers of some 
celebrity from Madrid. The interior might 
be about as large as that of the Haymarket 
Theatre, and was very elegantly fitted up, 
the only difference in the arrangement being 
that the front of the pit was taken up to form 
the stalls or lunetOy and the remainder was 
left for standing-room, in which the audience 
lounged about during the performance. 

The favourite piece just then was a trans- 
lation of La Cenerentola (Hispanic^ Cent" 
cienta\ the music being the original. This 
was invariably followed by a Sainete — the 
broadest description of farce, in which the pan- 
tomimic bumps and thumps elicited' peals of 
laughter from the grave Spaniards* I never 
heard audiences roar to such a degree, even 
in England — ^the French who are calm and 
sedate at a comedy, have no idea of it. 

The Spanish prose plays are generally 
long-winded and dull. Their most agreeable 
pieces ar6 translations of French vaudevilles, 
in which they take much delight. The 
ladies are very independent in their visits to 
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the theatre, going nkmt or m couples in 
usual walking dress and tbe nantilla wlwneTw 
tke fimey takes them. It is onlj in noral 
England that ladies cannot stir out hy tben- 
sdiTcs. 

On the first arrlral of ^e regiment^ it 
was with eonsiderable diffieoltj that the officers 
coald get faiUetSy the town being fiUed to OY^n- 
flowing with Spanish and En^ish troops. 
After going to many houses witkont success, 
I at last got a small bedroom in the CaUe de 
b Konda^ not far from the eonrent where the 
troops were quartered. 

The owner of the floor was an old mbcgmh 
or lawyer^ who usnallj shut himself up in his 
room with a secretary till fite o'clock in the 
evenings when just as I was retommg from 
drilly I used to meet him on the stairs sallying 
forth to read the Qaceias at the eaf6 and 
smoke his paper eigar. With the innate 
politeness of a Spaniard he always made me 
a low bow on these chance oocastons, hut 
beybnd this, little past between myself and 
host to tell of each other's presence in the 
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house. His family eoosisted of two daughters, 
and a Basque servant who daily astonished me 
by the immense ealdrons of water she used to 
carry on her head up font pair of stairs from 
the fountain in the Vhassi^ 

The girls were good tempemt but variable, 
so that a joke that pleased them one day wad 
taken in high dudgeon the next^ On one oc». 
casion taking offence at a prank of a young 
servant of mine, who threatened to roast 
their favourite cat for a hare, they made a 
complaint to their father, who treated me in 
consequence to a loasg speech in Spanish and 
French on the impropriety of which my servant 
was alleged to be guilty. Being somewhat 
nettled at this unexpected attack, I hinted that 
he was a false Carlist to treat me in ^ch a 
manner, and that I should quit his house thart 
evening ; but as I was iiemoving my things 
out of it, the old abogado came up considerably 
mollified, and after making sundry excuses 
for the vivacity of his daughters, and referring 
me to General Espartero for proofs of his 
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loyal ty^ sealed the contract of peace by inviting 
me to break&st next morning. 

I accepted the invitation^ but was unable to 
attend till a good deal after the time, in con- 
sequence of some unavoidable duty. I found 
that he had gone out and left the breakfast on 
the table, bidding his daughters to do the 
honours of the house in his absence. The table 
which was laid out with a state very unusual in 
Spain at breakfast time, was covered with 
all sorts of eatables and drinkables. Measuring 
my appetite by their own notion of English 
powers of eating, they had prepared enough 
to have lasted them a month. A large tureen 
of boiled milk stood in the centre, flanked by 
a dozen hard eggs on one side and a dish of 
pastry on the other ; at the top stood some- 
thing like a gallon measure of thick chocolate, 
and at the bottom two or three bottles of 
Xeres seco ; at the four comers were preserves 
and jellies interspersed with long rolls of 
bread; and with as much pomp and ceremony 
as Sancho when Governor of Barataria, I was 
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installed at the head of the table, and invited 
by the two damsels to begin my breakfast at 
which ever end I liked best, and above all "to 
eat every thing in the English fashion.'' It 
was in vain that I begged them to sit down to 
keep me company — no, they had already taken 
their chocolate ; or to wait till their father 
came back — he had finished his breakfast, and 
was not to return till dinner ; and making a 
curtesy they closed the door, leaving me to 
my meal and meditations. 

There was enough on the table to feast a 
company, and though I did my best, having 
just come off picquet, I left no more signs of 
demolition than a solitary mouse at a Cheshire 
cheese; whereat the two young ladies were 
much astonished, and intimated a suspicion 
that it was through verguenza (modesty) that 
I did not eat more. Nor did their kindness 
end here — ^knowing that I was on the point of 
leaving Bilbao, they wrapped up the untouched 
pastry in a paper, which they insisted on my 
taking in my havresack to eat on the voyage. 

Notwithstanding their civility, I was tempted 
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to aoeuse the young ladies in secret, of Ita^iog 
been so ftar oyerooHie of the devil as to rua 
Avray wiih a volume of Don Qnuxote which I 
had left on a table in the sitting-room. On 
aoiaking a search, it was no where to be Ibund, 
and Ihe senoritas stoutly denied hayii^ touched 
it, referring me 9Jt the same time to timr 
library for proof. Geitainly on looking over the 
collection, I could iorgive them the theft of my 
Don Quixote ; for the Fidds de los Santos and 
'* Mysterious Conception of the Viagin " were 
the 4mly books they had in the world. 

In Ibe mean while, the task of driUia^ and 
disciplining the Legion was persevered in, aad 
the trooips had attained to a n»osl respectobie 
fxroficiency in both battalion and brig«Mle 
flDKrvements. The marches aiobong the hills as 
at San Sebastian were &eq|oently repealetd, 
«n»ei»ne8^aiDg as f«- as Portugakte, and 
sometimes in i1k oppwadte dii%etioa into the 
anteiaor. { .recoUeei one in particular that 
we made as far as the mouth of the lu^^^er, 
during whidh iirenend E^nanfi was durown &ofii 
Ms horse. The Kegimeat was nxardung on a 



narpow causeway jdoog the bank of the rlTer, 
and thfi Gieaenl wiAmg to gmm ibe head of 
the ooImDOi leaped his liocse onto m field 'below 
to ride aiioiig xnir Sank. The ground beiiag 
w«tand bo^gy the horse £ell on his k&ees, 
pitehmg the General over his ears. Sevei^ 
cuffioers rsa to help him aip, but 'be iras Ofot 
much hu^ Mid pneseatly remoantel and con* 
tiaued kh isourse. We jdl expoded to see in 
Hbe B»g!iish papers thai die Lientenant^Oenejal 
had bpcdsen his neck, as ihe bad .been trrice 
iaSken and .i^iot by the Oariists in the cohmms 
ef the Marfdng Sernhi JKud other j'oavrmals 
that professed to giveA tme aeeouiit ^ the 
affairs in Spain. 

On fisiother oocasBiom we suirehed .a eon- 
sideraJble didtaoaee nito ithe onteidor aloag the 
hi^ ffoad, fmd as we were paaiing a kind of 
defile formed J»y two ridges of kills on each 
side, a lew CarUst txRaiUedtrs fell upon the 
rear of Ihe ccdnmn, whick diey tinsw io^o a 
little disi»der, hat were speedily repulsed 
WX& the loss of two or three wonnded on «adi 
side. Passing some country kousee, i re* 
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marked the novel mode adopted by the. Spa- 
niards m making bee-hives. Instead of mak- 
ing the habitations of straw, they hollow out 
small pieces of the trunks of trees, which 
stopped up at one end by a tile or bit of 
board, and piled horizontally in rows one 
above another, afford a secure and conve- 
nient shelter to the different swarms. Some- 
times a small roof of thatch is erected over 
the whole to protect it from the rain. A 
Spanish apiary always put me in mind of a 
number of small cannons or carronades piled in 
a heap, and charged to the mouth with honey- 
comb and labouring bees. 

We did not return to town till very late at 
night, and it was pitch dark as we descended 
the hill side, scrambling and tumbling among 
the rocks to the great danger of our shins and 
necks. Two soldiers, indeed, fell over the 
edge of a precipice and were killed, and 
several stragglers of the Rifle Regiment, which 
brought- up the rear and did not reach home 
till past midnight, lost their way and being 
taken by the enemy, were afterwards shot in 
front of our picquets. 



BRITISH LEGION. 73 

This was the last expedition of the kind we 
were engaged in, the duty afterwards being 
hard enough of itself without harassing the 
troops by voluntary inarches. Within the 
town the British kept all or most of the posts 
in the fortifications, besides frequently patrol- 
ing the streets during the night to see that all 
was quiet. I have often gone the rounds at 
twelve or one o'clock in the morning, with a 
patrol of twenty or thirty men, setting off from 
the Casa del Ayuntamiento near the river, and 
after traversing the whole extent of the forti- 
fications as far as the arenalj returned by the 
centre of the dormant city, challenged at every 
step by the Spanish sentinels. " Quien viveT' 
— " Espmar — " Que regimientor—'' Pa- 
trulla." 



£ 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Departure for Santander— Portagflele-rTroable in victaalUsg the Brfg«-< 
Sick Governor — Mazeppa 8|eainer — Voyage, to Santander — AstiUero — 
Convent of Corban — Description of Santander^Misadventnre at the 
Theatre — Departure for Vitoria— Monumental cross — Posadas-- 
Muleteers— Singular accident — Burgos— Cathedral— Pass of Pan corbo — 
Arrival at Vitoria. 

The Legion left Bilbao die latter end of Oc- 
tober, and after some bard marching, and se- 
veral weeks spent at Briviesca and other towns 
in the neighbourhood, arrived at Vitoria about 
the conclusion of the following month. I was 
not with my regiment during this march, being 
to my annoyance ordered to take a detachment 
of invalids and soldiers' wives by sea to San- 
tander. I would have given anything in the 
world to have been excused this duty, as a 
general engagement with the enemy was ex- 
pected every day after the departure of the 
Lesion. As it fell out, however, hardly a shot 
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was fired on tihe road, and I bad the opportunity 
of visiting the city of Burgos, which otherwise 
I should not have seen* So that, though I ac- 
cused the Gods of hardiness and severity at the 
time, I had ample reason afterwards to be 
satisfied with the good they provided. 

A small brig, Nuestra Sefiora de la Antigua, 
moored off San Mames, was appointed to carry 
liie invalids and stores, together with thr^e 
chasse marSes containing baggage. On the 
27th October I hoisted my flag on board the 
Kuestra Sefiora, which was expected to drop 
down the river the next mommg. I found the 
decks covered with women and invalids to the 
number of a hundred and fifty souls, and the 
hold filled with stores of every description. 

I sat for some time on the stem of liie ves- 
sel, philosophically smoking a cigar and watch- 
ing the dexterity of a few Spanish soldiers in 
picking out of the water half-a-dozen splutter- 
ing Irish women who had contrived to upset 
themselves in a small ferry-boat in the middle of 
the river, when I was interrupted by a deputa- 
tion of Spanish officers of the Regiment of A&ica, 

E 2 
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whom I had known daring our stay at San 
Mames, requestmg me to come ashore and 
spend the night with them* They said that 
they had seen me a masket-shot off sitting by 
myself, and judging by the melancholy whiffs 
of smoke and the apathy with which I beheld 
the fair ones under my guardianship struggling 
in the water, that I was on disagreeable duty , 
they had come down to beg me to pass a last 
night in their old quarters. I willingly acceded 
to this request, and accompanied my hosts to 
the billet, where I was splendidly entertained 
with a supper of beans or garbanzos^ and a 
roasted fowl, with as much wine as the fierce 
old Captain of Grenadiers and his servant Di- 
goras could compass in the neighbourhood. 

After supper, I was shown to a clean bed in 
a room next to the one in which the officers 
slept, and was awakened the next morning by 
Digoras with a cup of chocolate and some 
bread for breakfast. Taking a friendly leave 
oiel Capitan Turco—B, name which had been 
bestowed upon him in consideration of a pair 
pf large black mustachios — I hurried down to 
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the waterside, when I found that the chasse 
marSes had gone, but that the brig was still at 
anchor, and the captain in bed. I went into 
the cabin and pulled him out by the heels, 
whereupon he declared that there was not 
wind enough to take us down the river, and 
that we should require a pair of bullocks to 
tow the vessel. The greater part of the day 
was spent in fruitless attempts to procure a 
pair of bullocks, all of which in the neigh- 
bourhood had fallen sick for the occasion; 
when my impatience increasing with the 
hourly detachments of invalids pouring into 
this most capacious of all brigs, I got the cap- 
tain to send his crew ashore with a rope to tow 
us along in place of the oxen. In the dusk of 
the evening, passing Soroza, where the Rifles 
were stationed, the sailors at the rope were 
challenged by the English sentry, and although 
I spoke in reply and of course was permitted 
to pass, the Spaniards were in such a fright 
that they immediately cast anchor, and reso- 
lutely refused to budge an inch till morning. 
For this there was no remedy, and ap- 
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pointiBg a guard for the night, I went to beil 
in the cabin, with the Spanish captain opposiie 
to me, and grinning ont <xf his berdi like an 
ape. He told me a long stoiy about himself 
and the good ship Nnestra Sefiora — how he 
had sailed in h^* to Hambnig^ and LoBdoi^— « 
which, from what I had seen of his seaman- 
diip, I very mnch doabted — and how she had 
be«i j^esent at the Biem<nrable si^e of 
and had cleared for action on the rirer- 
a great many other AojeraSas of the same kind, 
^* very wonderful if true." He showed me a 
pamphlet ptofessiag to be a hislovy of the 
terrific siege of Bilbao, wdikh gkurified the 
prowess ot the Natienal Guard, extolled the 
deyotedness of die inhabitants, painted in 
hideoos oolonrs the ftvociiy of the besi^^ns, 
and wound all up with a return of twenty^ 
seven CSmslmos killed and wounded dnrmg 
the whole siege !' 

Early the next raomiRg, the vessdi got 
under way and was proceeding down the riyer, 
when I heavd a commotion on deck, and pre* 
sently down came the captain, his teeth chat- 
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taring with fright^ 9sjA roantig out for me to 
com^ OA deck, as the Garlista had attacked the 
vessel. Jumpiag oat of bed m a great hurry, 
Iran up th^ ladder almost inpufi»naturalibus, 
bat nothing could I see either (m land or water 
at all like a Carlist. Oq making enquiry 
aioong lu; regiment of cripples^ they said that 
a few men amoiag die rocks at a great distance 
had fired a couple of shots, which flew over the 
riggii^ and >iade all the Spaniards run below 
to hide themselves. I could not help laughing 
to see the fright of these valourous defenders 
of Bilbao, and appointing a look-out of two or 
three mai, I went below to complete my 
dressing, thankful that it had not been our fate 
to depend upon the good swords and boiling 
courage of the Spanish sailors* 

Arrived at Portugalete, the vessel cast 
anchor according to orders^ to take in some 
additional stores and provisions. The captain 
grumbled excessively at the number of people 
on board, declaring that he could not carry 
half so naany, and although it was only a 
two days' sail to Santahder^ he insisted on our 
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taking ten days' provisions, as he was an old 
sailor and perfectly understood '* las cosas 
de la mar.^ I argued with him to no purpose, 
and not being a naval man, was on the point 
of giving up the contest, when one of the 
officers of H. M. S. Ringdove, then anchored 
in the river, came on board and settled the 
matter by telling the captain that if he was un- 
willing to take the number already on board, 
he would make him take double, as there were 
plenty more invalids at Portugalete. On my 
expressing a wish to disembark the men until 
the brig should be properly victualled, an 
affair which I was afraid would take some 
time. Captain Lapidge of the Ringdove kindly 
sent the ship's boats, and the men, women, 
and children to the number of two hundred 
were landed in less time than it took the 
Spanish captain to pull ashore in his jolly- 
boat. 

On landing, I found a number of women and 
sick men lying about the streets, who had been 
several days at Portugalete without any one in 
authority to procure them rations. The sur- 



BRITISH L£GI0K. 81 

geon who had been left to attend them, had 
gone off to Santander, and they had been 
roaming about nearly starved to death, 
without a roof to shelter them. The moment 
I made my appearence, they crowded 
around, imploring me to deliver them from 
their miserable situation j and get them shipped 
off for Santander. I promised to do what 
I could for them, and after meeting with a 
good deal of annoyance from a little Anglo- 
Spanish commissary in blue spectacles, who 
appeared very reluctant to do anything that he 
was asked) I at length succeeded through the 
intervention of Colonel Arbuthnott, command- 
ing the depots of the Legion on the coast, in 
obtaining the requisite number of rations for 
the men on shore, as well as four days' provi- 
sion^ for the brig. Having quartered my party 
in an old house on the sands outside the town, 
I urged the Spjetnish captain to get the water on 
board by the next morning, which he faithfully 
promised to do, but as usual failed to perform; 
for at the appointed time I found the casks 
empty, and the captain snoring in bed. Rous- 

£ 5 
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ing: binii xsp, as I had bad oeflMtsion to do maen^ 
times brfore, I insisted on his sending the emw 
QQ shore to fill the ship's casks at the fountain 
in the town. This he declined to do without 
bullocks and a sledge, as the voad to the 
fountain was. up hill, and the smsr gobemador 
of Porti^^ete was the only man who could 
furnish them. 

I went to the house and found that the 

goyemor had fallen sick, to escape the trouble 

of providing for the detachments of invalids 

that daily passed through the town. Crtving 

the slip to.a&t, oily little vaht^de^chambre^ 

who endeavoured to resist my entrance, I bolted 

down a long passage into a room where was 

a rather pretty Spanish girl, his daughter, who 

seemed somewhat amazed at my aj^rition in 

the senor padreU bedroom. '^ Smor Go&em- 

€ulory' said I in my best Castilian to a round 

old fellow rolled up in the blankets, and with 

his head muffled in a shawl, " the service of 

Her Majesty Queen Isabel the Second, requires 

a couple of bullocks,«^yes, sir, a couple of 

bullocks !*' (finding that the old gentlemioi was 
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deaf )-^" and I beg that you will give me an 
order for them, as the bullocks of the towns* 
people are all sick, and the cows estan por 
parir.'' The daughter smiled at the termination 
of the harangue, and the father to save trouble, 
signed the requisition, with which I procured 
the animals and at last succeeded in dragging 
down three or four casks of water to the beach, 
where they were embarked on board Ihe brig, 
together with the party that had accompanied 
me from BUbaou 

And now to my great satisfaction, finding 
ev^Tthing ready on board, and the tide serving 
to crosft the bar, I went to the Mazeppa 
steamer with a request to tow us out of the 
harboui^. I was met on the gangway by a 
portly? red-faeed gentleman, whose sword-belt 
I had often ielt a wish to measure in order to 
ascertain the rotundity of bis barrel, who 
assured me with all the gruffi^ess of a disagree- 
able Bnglishman, that he had not time t o think 
of towii^ the brig, as he was bound to Bilbao 
with de^^tehes. On receiving this answer, I 
jumped into a boat, rowed to the Ringdove 
where I knew tblit Colonel Arbuthnott was 
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breakfasting with Captain Lapidge, and refer- 
red the matter to him. A peremptory order to 
the cajptain of the steamer was the consequence, 
and in ten minutes the unwilling paddles of 
the Mazeppa were set in motion ; we hooked 
on to the stem, and rode triumphantly over 
the waters, leaving Portugalete and all its 
sorrows behind. I could have hurraed with 
delight as we shot past the bristling sides of 
the Ringdove, on the deck of which was col- 
lected a groupe of officers watching our de- 
parture, . and I was indulging in a most satis- 
factory train of thought, when the Mazeppa, 
no doubt to revenge the indignity of being 
made to move against her will, let slip the 
hawser, and putting the helm hard up, left us 
like a log of wood to toss about on the waters 
of the bar, and get out to sea as well as we 
could. The master of the brig was at his wits' 
end calling on all the saints, and declaring 
that we should drift to leeward and be wrecked 
on the sands. Finding that we were left to 
our fate by the cross-grained steamer, I advised 
the Don to hoist his sails. ^' Sails ! what are 
the use of sails when there is no wind?" — and 
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again he fell to his lamentations, resigning the 
command of the vessel to Jesus and the Holy 
Trinity. 

As I saw that we were rapidly drifting on 
the shore, I exerted my stock of naval 
knowledge picked up in the Red Sea and a 
voyage across the Mediterranean, and getting 
my crippled red-coats to hoist the jib and 
foresail, ordered the jabbering Basques in the 
pilot-boat to take a rope ahead and tow us 
across the bar. This they refused to do, and 
were on the point of letting go the painter, 
when I took up a loaded musket, and pointing 
the muzzle over the ship's side, swore that I 
would let fly among them if they did not do 
as they were ordered. " Sotnos negros en-- 
toncesf* — "are we negroes then?" asked the 
pilot at the rudder, as he quietly took the 
proffered rope, and the men pushed on ahead, 
where they commenced rowing with the greatest 
alacrity, as if their own drowning and not ours 
depended on the matter. At length, as we got 
out gradually to sea, the wind freshened a little, 
and one by one we had the satisfaction of seeing 
the sails filled, and hearing the water ripple at 
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the pfow. In proportioB aa Aq distiiQee from 
the rocks iMTeased, the captain's apkita rose-, 
and resuming the authority which he bad rer 
signed intkehour of Qeed»begaa to vapour about 
the deck and abuse his countrymen in die pilot- 
boat, calling Aem eov^ards and poltrooBS, and 
ever and anon, after my example^ showing 
the muzale of a musket to stimulate their 
exertions. At leugth, finding that the biig 
was getting on pretty well under sail, I gave 
the men 91 the boat a biscuit ea^ and aome 
w^e, and sent them about their business. 

The weather was very favourable, and we 
coasted along merrily with a light b^reeae, in 
great glee at having escaped the horrors of 
the bar, and finally- extricated ourselves from 
the mouth of the river. The captain was the 
only one who seemed to be afflicted with ap* 
prehensions, and tcdd me privately that if 
the wind should chuige and our water run 
short, we ought to lie in wait lor some clut^ee 
marie or trading vessel, and if it was much 
imtJler thati ourselves to attack it and take 
the water. In spite, however, of his fyam 
and prognostications, we arrived safely in the 



kfirboiur of Stotander on ike )at of NoTember. 
Just 98 we €tt8t anchor, a pioaeer of &e 7A<i 
Ke^mentv who had beeosi very ill of fover 
dulling tihe voptgey died aadwaa buried the 
wne oTOiiing on shore* This event added 
§freatly to my troublea^ aa I found myaelf 
saddled witib the duties of undertaker in ad^^ 
dition tot tii.ose of doctor, commissary, oom- 
mander-in-ehtef, and admiral of the fleets 
There werenoimplementson board for diggings 
except an old qiade and half a pickaxe, and 
theses together with tihe burial party com-^ 
manded by a junior officer who had taken a 
passage with us and kindly offev^ to repeat 
the Lord's Prayer as well as he could on the 
occasion, I sent on shore to perform the last 
duties to the corpse. 

The same evening, having reported our 
ariival to the commandant of the depot at 
Santander, the men and women were put into 
a number of large boats and taken to Astillero 
on the opposite side of the bay, and about four 
miles from Santander. This was a pretty 
little viUage^ situated in the midst of beautiful 
scienery» and on account of the purity of the 
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air, very well adapted for a depot of invalids 
and convalescents. In about a fortnight they 
were removed to the convent of Corban, four 
or five miles distant, and situated in a low 
unhealthy situation surrounded by bleak and 
barren hills. This convent was of immense 
extent, and had recently been repaired and 
fitted up so as to wear the appearance of a 
new building, although, I believe, it was some 
centuries old. In this miserable place, up 
to the knees in mud during wet weather, and 
pinched with the bleak winds from the moun- 
tains, there was nothing for us to do but to 
catch the fever and die as soon as possible — a 
task which some of us accomplished with sur- 
prising alacrity. Those that were well, fell 
sick, and those that were sick, died, so that 
our situation was not one of the pleasantest that 
can be imagined. For the first time since my 
arrival in Spain, I had a slight touch of fever 
with sore throat, which prevented toe from 
setting out for the army so soon as I intended. 
On my recovery, which took place in a short 
time, I removed into Santander for a few days 
previous to my departure. The town was in 
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a much less bustling state than the two I had 
just quitted, in consequence of the general 
tranquillity of the province and the absence of 
military. There. appeared in fact to be hardly 
any troops in the place except the National 
Guard, a few Carabineros in black uniforms, 
and the Ist Regiment of Lancers of the Legion. 
The town itself is a fine one, and remarkable 
for its bay,, which is of great extent and filled 
with vessels of all sizes and nations. Not a 
musket-shot from the shore lay the Castor 
frigate, surrounded by a shoal of trading 
vessels in the midst of which she looked like 
a triton among the minnows ; and hauled close 
up to the quay were numbers of small craft 
receiving and discharging cargoes. The quay 
is of stone and very broad, with a fine row 
of lofty houses bounding it on one side,* and 
busy crowds of sailors and merchants tra- 
versing it in all directions. This on the whole 
is the best part of the town, the other streets 
being in general narrow and not remarkable 
for cleanliness. There is a fine prado shaded 
with trees, which extends to a considerable 
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diiMance from the tomi, where all ekss^is, as 
usual, ei^y themselves on a hofiday. The 
only tiBfte I f edoUeet seeing Spanish Isdaa^ cm 
horsebaek, was on this prad0. They were two 
very hsniLdsoaie girk^ dressed in hats and veils, 
with duok-tailed ridii^ habits whieh migKt 
have be^OL made by Slultz, and were mounted 
on stout Amdahisian steeds with loiag tails and 
flowing manes down to the fetlo6ks. 

The maniure of their companions was sin- 
gula^ enough: all the money seemed to hfi 
lavished on the ladies, so ihe gentlemen rode 
what they covld. One was on a poor haek 
that threMened to eome down upon hk nose 
at every atep, and the other was? perched upon 
a mule with a CQiosmon pack-saddle hung over 
with long gaudy worsted tassels, and was 
jingling away ^eatly to hfia own satisfketion 
and that of the iair horse-women. Means of 
locomotion, especially for ladies^ are not very 
plentiful in the north of Spain, and tikey are 
sometimes put to odd shifts when necessily 
obli^ges them to travel. Some months after- 
wards, on^ the march from Vitoria, two ladies 



passed us in a pair of paani^vs siting across 
a tDule, and followed bj a weU-moonted 
cavalier and a sta^rd; peasf^nt in a browi^ 
cloak, wbo acted as gnide and escort on the 
road. Tbe ladies were muffled up to the 
chin in cloaks and shawls, and ambted awa; 
Tery comfiurtably on each side of the mule, 
nodding to ns as we stared at the outlandi^ 
appearance of their equipage. 

The tbeat]:^ at Santander i» ye^ small, cmd 
not much better than a bam. I was (mly in 
it once, and met with a mishap that took away 
all desire of repeating the vi^it. The mght 
was hot and the honse crammed to sufibcation, 
iSsie scoater, too, of oil-lamps, oranige peel and 
garUc wtoe not very delectable. A J'oung 
Spanish lady sitting on the bench before me 
was ^ddenly taken ill, and in the most modest 
manner possible turned her head round and^ — 
what shall I say ?-**<^at i^ the devil that was 
in her on my clean white pantaloons. I was 
struck with s^rpris^ and kept looking first at 
her and th^i at myself, not knowing exactly 
what to do, when a peasant rolled up in a 



92 TWELVE MONTHS IN THE 

great cloak, who was standing behind me, 
with the ready tact and good breeding of a 
Spaniard whispered into my ear the emphatic 
word " Relirarse" I did so, and remember 
the circumstance by the token that it was the 
only pair of ducks I had brought with me 
from the convent, and on giving them to the 
landlady of the inn where I lodged, to have 
them washed, she held them up to the light 
and fully described the nature of the visitation 
by the remark — ^^Caramba! habra comido 
tomates aquellaJ' " That girl must have been 
eating tomatas." 

This unfortunate occurrence filled the cup 
of disrelish to the brim, and leaving Santander 
in high dudgeon, I betook myself to the con- 
vent where I began to make preparations for 
my departure by the earliest detachment of re- 
cruits for the army. 

At length, on the 26th of November, I set 
out on my march to Head-Quarters, with a 
convoy of five and twenty mule waggons loaded 
with arms and military stores, and accompanied 
by a guard, if such it could be called, of con- 
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valescents and recruits to the number of one 
hundred and fifty. The Legion at this period 
was reported to be either at Briviesca or Vi- 
toria, and our directions were on no account to 
go the direct road for fear of falling in with, 
the enemy, but to proceed vid Burgos, which 
as may be seen by the map, obliged us to travel 
the two sides of a triangle instead of its base. 
However, we were too glad to get away from 
Corban and its concomitant miseries, to quarrel 
about the road, and we all set out in high 
spirits for the good town of Burgos, travelling 
at the rate of four or five Spanish leagues, or 
between fifteen and twenty miles a day. 

The road lay through a very rocky and 
mountainous country, barren of everything ex- 
cept the small stunted oaks and evergreen 
shrubs, as the holly and bay, which grow wild 
among the rocks. Sometimes from the sum- 
mit of a " heaven-kissing hill " one caught a 
fine view of the surrounding mountains, or 
peeped into a fertile valley with herds of cattle 
grazing in the green pastures, and a blue 
wreath of smoke marking a village that had 
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sprung up in its stony girdle — ^but the geneml 
aspect of the coontzy was desolate and wild, 
and different from the nsnal idea of a southern 
land. T%^ song of birds is hudied, for the 
woods and hedge^rows thats^ord them shelter 
in other countries are not to be found in Spain, 
and on all sides tibere reigns the deepest silence, 
unbroken by anything but the jingle of mule^ 
bells or the distant scream of a solitary bird 
of prey, wheeling its lazy circles in the air. 
Here and there the " rude-carved crosses near 
the path" point Out to the traveller the site of 
a murder, and tell him the name of the defunct. 
I remarked one in particular in a lonely pass 
along which the road wound, with perpendicular 
clifls rising abruptly on one side, and a large 
torrent foaming among the rocks in the ravine 
below. It was'composed of two rude pieces of 
oak nailed together in the form of a cross, on 
which ** some half-Wowi letters say,*' 

" A^JVI MATAHOK A BlCENt-B DiEK. RvE- 

OVEN A Dios von'Eh. Atio D. 1828.'** 

The villagies scattered at great intervals 

• «* Here they killed ViaceiU; Diez. Pray to God 
for him. A. D. 1828." 
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Bl&Dg the road, >ai!>e in gemr ai wall and •sab- 
stantially bmlt of sUfae^ but kaxteatabljr defi-r 
oieat in t^ common neoesaaries of life — at least 
isfi what an Eiiglisbiaaii is in tiie iMbit of calling 
SHch. As for t^e natiyes, they live miTac^iofisly 
on Indian com and boiled beans, and as &r as 
I could niake QiH» ^ever touch meat fron one 
year s end to anotii^, except a piece ^ef porii: or 
bacon now and ^ea ^as proof of Qiristianity. 
The posadqs or inns are the Buist poverty- 
stricken in the universe — ^the yery strongliolds 
of fanzine— and ftpf^ear to enst less £>r the ac<- 
commodatiQn of man than for that of beast. 
Often and often on ^tering one cf these |M)sadfl5 
after a long day's march, too hungry to wait for 
the cooking of my rations, have I adced the 
hostess ^^Tiene usied alga que coiner?" — 
"iVb senor^na Any ."^*-"iVia tiene usted came? " 
—''No h(^."^'' Huevos?"—''No haj^r^ 
" Toebu>r''^'' No hay:'—'' P<^ fin, ^e^ora, 
no hay nada f"-;— iSi, senevj hay pan, eebollas, 
y agua hermosisima de lafuenteJ"'^ 

• " Have you got aaytihiog to est ? " — ** No, Sir, 
nothing."—'* What no meat ? '*--" No Sir.'*— 
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Certainly the march of intellect has not yet 
reached Spanish inns. As far back as the days 
of Gongora they appear to have been exactly 
what they are now, and are celebrated in a 
difficult and untranslateable sonnet of his as 
execrable. 

The only people who fared well on the 
journey were the muleteers — ^a jolly, good- 
tempered crew, who after cracking jokes and 
whips all the day, sat down in the evening to 
a good supper and plenty of wine, such as it 
was, and sang songs and national airs for the 
greater part of the night. They appeared to 
be decided Liberals in politics, and the fisunous 
Tragala and Riego's Hymn sung in chorus 
kept pace with thqir " potations pottle-deep," 
and cries of muera Don Carlos ! They seldom 
ventured on their stages without a capacious 
beta or leathern bottle filled to the neck with 
wine, and which like. Sancho's, was tilted up 
to the stars whenever their throats felt dnr 

" Eggs ? "— " No."—" Bacon ? " -" No."—'' Then it 
seems that there is nothing at all." -«0h, yes, there's 
bread, onions^ and most beautiful water at the spring !'' 



r 



BRITISH LEGION. 97 

with speaking to the mules and exhorting capi- 
tana to keep in the way she should go. They 
seemed to know eveiy body they met, w«re 
well received in all the villages, and were on 
particularly good terms with the black-eyed 
wenches on the road, for whom they < always 
had a nod, or a smile, or a courteous speech, 
as they rode on the shaft of the waggons crack- 
ing their whips over the long string of mules 
that soberly trotted along in front. 

ft 

I had the luck to be very popular among 
them, and was consulted on every occasion when 
a conference was wished to be held with some 
foot-sore Englishman who was endeavouring 
to smuggle himself into the waggons. They 
regarded my speaking a little Spanish as a 
very wonderful accomplishment, on account of 
which they gave me the name of "c/ medio 
Espaholy' the half Spaniard — and used to in- 
vite me to many welcome pulls at the bota, 
besides sundry pieces otbacallao or dried cod- 
fish, with which they beguiled the tediousness 
of the way. They possessed, moreover, plenty 
of wonderful stories and anecdotes, and the 
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elder ones had never done talking of the 
glories of the Peninsular war, and setting forth 
the white cravat of the Duke of Wellington. 
Occasionally they opened out with a ditty in a 
long-drawn, monotonous voice, which had a 
strange and not unpleasant effect amid the 
wild scenery of the country, and chimed in 
agreeably with the jingling of the mule-bells 
as the convoy entered the gorge of some echo- 
ing defile or narrow pass. Altogether I was 
much struck by the frank and manly bearing 
of the muleteers, and parted with them with 
regret at the conclusion of the journey. • 

In crossing one of the sierras^ or ridges of 
mountains, which divide the province of Mon- 
tana from the plain country near Burgos, a 
somewhat singular accident occurred to one of 
our party. During the whole march we were 
much incommoded by the wind, which was 
very high, but in ascending this sierra it blew 
and roared through the clefts and ravines of 
the mountains in fearftil and overwhelming 
gusts. One of the officers, a man of six foot 
high, was marching a few yards in front of the 
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advance goard^ -when all at once we saw him 
start off at the top of his speed in a different 
direction as if after a hare, and coming to the 
edge of the road, which was elevated two or 
three feet above the field on the side, take a 
desperate leap into the air, and continue his 
flight for at least six yards before he deigned 
again to visit the ground. We all thought he 
was bewitched, or that the devil was flying 
away with him after the manner that poetic 
justice is done upon the stage, but seeing him 
fall with violence, we hastened to the spot, and 
found him lying pale and senseless on his back. 
He had been carried off his legs by a gust of 
wind, and pitching on the ground, had dislo* 
cated his shoulder, broken the collar-bone, and 
sprained his ancle. In my fright at seeing 
him come down with such a squelch on the 
ground, I took to my heels to run to his assist- 
ance, and was nearly blown away myself for 
my pains, for getting into the same current of 
air, I scudded along to the imminent danger 
of my neck, like a ship under bare poles, and 
with difficulty brought myself up after having 

' F 2 
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overshot my intended halting-place by many 
yards. As for the unfortunate sufferer, a little 
aguardiente was poured down his throat, which 
brought him round, and the surgeon of the de* 
tachment coming up from the rear, his shoul- 
der was speedily put to rights, and the patient 
stowed away in one of the waggons till the end 
of the march. 

After passing this sierra, the country became 
gradually less mountainous, and at last became 
a dead flat of heath, with the road running in a 
perfectly straight line, and furnished on both 
sides with stone pillars about a hundred yards 
distant from each other, to guide travellers in 
case of a fall of snow during the winter. 

Nothing more dreary can well be conceived 
than after pressing on to the summit of a small 
rise in hopes of discerning some village or halt- 
ing-place, to see nothing but an interminable 
line of road with a succession of these stone pil- 
lars rising bleak and desolate across the plain. 

Towards Burgos, however, the ground 
became more broken and fertile, and a distant 
chain of dark mountains on the left, the tops 
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of which were sprinkled with snow,' diversi- 
fied the aspect of the country. 

At length on the evening of the 4th De- 
cember, we came in sight of the ancient city of 
Burgos with its towers and steeples, situated in 
the midst of a large plain, intersected by the 
river which flows through the town. . After 
passing a small stone fountain with the in- 
scription " A Fernando VII la Costilla 
reconocida^^* and the remains of a beautiful 
convent destroyed by the French previous to 
the siege of the town, we entered the gates of 
the city, and passing through the least fre- 
quented streets on account of the size and 
number of the waggons, crossed the river and 
drew up the convoy on the quays, where we 
left it under a guard of Spaniards, and pro- 
ceeded to quarter our weary recruits as 
speedily as possible. Followed by my por- 
tion of the men, I proceeded to the AJcalde^s 
and procured a number of billets in one street, 
where I soon lodged them greatly to their 
satisfaction and my own. None of the Legion 
had ever passed through Burgos, except the 
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Ist Regiment of Lancers, and a few detach- 
ments of infantry on their way to join the 
army. We were in consequence looked npon 
as curiosities^ and followed along the streets^ 
by a rabble of boys hallooing and shouting at 
the doors of the houses to &cilitate our en- 
trance. I thought it rather hard upon the 
poor people on being invited to open their 
doors by the assurance that we were ^^ genie 
de paz"* to have half-ardozen soldiera 
tumbling in upon them with billets inr 
their hands. In one of the houses I 
entered to quarter a few men, I lost myself 
on the stairs in utter darkness. Igno- 
rant of the gec^raphy of the place, and 
unable to see my hand before me, I groped 

* Iq Spain it is the custom on knocking at the 
door of a floor, for the person idthin to cry out 
** Quien es ?" (Who is it ?) to which the reply is 
genenMj^gente de pax/' (peaceful people); after 
which, if the answer be not satisfactory, a little 
sliding lid is opened, and the stranger reconnoitred 
from within throngh the bars of a small grate. The 
grate with the sliding board is to be seen in the outer- 
door of almost every apartment in Spain. 
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my way up one flight of stairs after another till 
I began to think I should never attain to the 
summit. Upon this I sat down upon a land- 
ing-place, and shouted with all my might 
*^Ave Maria! gente de paz! AlofadosT 
and every thing else I could think of to rouse 
the attention of the people of the house, who 
appeared to be buried in the most profound 
repose. The soldiers who were standing 
impatiently at the foot of the staircase await- 
ing my return, took it into their heads that I 
was murdered, and were about to rush up 
stairs at the risk of breaking their necks in 
the dark, when a gleam of light from above 
caused me to look upwards, and I saw the 
face of a handsome girl peering over the bal- 
cony. ^^ Quien es?" said the unknown, and 
on my approach catching a glimpse of the red 
uniform, uttered a slight exclamation of sur- 
prise and vanished like a beam of sunshine. 
Not wishing to be again left in the dark, I 
gave chace up three flights of steps, and 
caught her by the wrist just as she was 
on the point of slipping through a door. 
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Here I brought the young lady to a parley, 
and asking her whether she knew where 
Don So-and-60 lived, on whom I had certain 
billets, received for answer that the floor 
below was the habitation of the Don — ^that she 
herself was not the Don — that at that time of 
the night I should probably not find the Don 
— that the Don was in bed, but that she 
would rouse the Don herself, and introduce 
the Spanish Don to the English Don, if the 
English Don would only be so good as to let 
go her hand. I was amused by the poor girl's 
astonishment at falling into the hands of such 
a Cossack, and somewhat reluctantly freed 
the little white hand on her promising not to 
run away with the lamp. At this stage of the 
proceedings an elderly lady hearing the bustle 
on the staircase came out to see what was the 
matter, when I explained to her the whole 
afiair, and begged the loan of a light until I 
should discover this troublesome Don's abode. 
The old lady laughed at my story, and asked 
her daughter what she was afraid of. '^ I did 
not know what it was," said the damsel, cast- 
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ing a smile apon me ; "I thought it might be 
a robber or the devil, — que s4yo?** 
. I had not much time to bestow on Burgos, 
as we arriyed late in the evening, and started 
about twelve o'clock next day ; but as much 
as could be spared was employed in rambling 
over the town, and viewing the interior of the 
Cathedral. The town struck me as very large, 
and more Spanish than any I had hitherto 
visited. The houses are built in a very ancient 
and irregular style, with projecting stories and 
peaked roofs, as in some of the Elizabethan 
houses existing in London. The streets are 
narrow and crooked, without any attempt at 
uniformity of size and style in the buildings. 
No two windows appear to be on the same 
level, and as each one is invariablv furnished 
with an isolated balcony of carved wood or 
iron, the fronts of the houses look as if they 
were hung over with huge bird-cages, which, 
together with the heavy dropping eaves and 
long tin water-spouts, give a very foreign ap- 
pearance to the town. The quays, as is the 
case with most Spanish cities where there is 

F 6 
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a river, are fine and broad, with a conple of 
stone bridges connecting the two portions of 
the town. A large brick square with arches, 
called the Plaza de Isabel Segunda^ was 
thronged as I passed through it with num-* 
bers of young men in broad hats and black 
gowns ; who appeared to be students, hussars 
in yellow uniforms, and royal guardsmen in 
long cloaks with scarlet capes, while the centre 
was occupied by fruit-stalls and baskets of 
vegetables. The Cathedral, however, was the 
principal point of attraction, and to it I bent 
my steps early the next morning. It is a 
fine old Gothic building, with its towers and 
steeples lavishly adorned with carved work 
and grotesque figures of saints and devils in 
every variety of grimace and distortion. One 
of these steeples is triangular, and composed 
entirely of fretted open-work, which showing 
its delicate tracery against the sky, looked at a 
distance like a beautiful piece of net stretched 
out in an embroidery frame. The interior of 
the cathedral is magnificent, being one mass 
of exquisite carving scattered over with roses 
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and W(n*ked niches, from which the whole 
host of heaven look down upon the sinners 
at prayer below. There are several bas-reliefs 
of subjects taken from Scripture, such as the 
birth of Christ, Christ carrying the cross, the 
Crucifixion, &c. The building is divided into 
three aisles, the middle one of which is fitted 
up for the celebration of mass, the two smaller 
ones on each side leaving a space for peram* 
bulation round the interior of the cathedral, 
the outer walls of which jut out in many 
places, so as to form spleudid little niches or 
chapels in commemoration of sundry saints 
and arch-bishops, whose effigies live in pre- 
cious metals amid a forest of gold candle- 
sticks and tall tapers. One small recess lighted 
by a single lamp at the foot of a golden image 
of the Virgin, attracted my attention by being 
lined with little plaster casts of difierent parts 
of the human body, legs, arms, fingers, noses, 
eyes, &c., hung up by the devout, at whose 
entreaties before the shrine. Our Lady had 
been graciously pleased to rid the parts re- 
presented of divers diseases and afflictions. 
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to again setting out. However, as I thought 
it would be yet some minutes before they got 
under way, I plunged into a cafi and called 
for some breakfisist, when they brought me a 
tumbler of coffee and to my great surprise, a 
plateful of buttered toast — a delicacy which I 
had not tasted since leaving England. The 
Tartar prince who in the midst of his victories, 
wept at the smell that saluted his nostrils on 
the cutting open of a home-grown water melon, 
could not have been more sensibly affected than 
I was over the luxury thus unexpectedly pre- 
sented to me after five months' chewing the 
bitter bran of ration loaves. I dare say a 
spectator might have seen the tear start into 
ii^y ^7^9 ^ swallowing the last morsel of my 
breakfast, I left the cafk in pursuit of the 
mule waggons, that now by the jingling of 
bells and creaking of wheels gave signs of 
having recommenced their route. 

The day after leaving Burgos we arrived at 
Briviesca, a small country town, which had 
been for some time past the head quarters of 
the Legion, and where in fact we had some 
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expectation of meeting it. The Legion^ how- 
ever, had gone to Vitoria some days previous, 
and thither we set out the morning after to 
follow it, having passed a night in Briviesca 
in expectation of being attacked by Moreno 
and twelve hundred Garlists, who were reported 
to. be somewhere in tiie neigbourhood. Seeing 
notiiingof them, the convoy proceeded on its 
road, greatiy to the dismay of the muleteers, 
who declared tiiat eight thousand troops would 
not be sufficient to protect our entry into 
Vitoria. The road lay in a north-easterly 
direction, through a plain and uninteresting, 
country, until we arrived at the village of 
Pancorbo, where there is a splendid pass 
through a ridge of mountains that interrupt 
the general flatness of the country. The rocks 
rise to an immense height, in wild and fantastic 
shapes on each side of the road, which winding 
for a considerable distance among the roots of 
the mountains, seems as if nature had used the 
chisel of art to cut the sunken passage deep in 
tiie living stone. The little village of Pancorbo 
is placed at the entrance of this curious pass,. 
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embosomed in a savage scenery of rocks and 
precipices, and apparently shut out from all the 
world by a natural wall of stone. After the 
first turn in the road, the trayeller seems as if 
at the bottom of an immense basin to which 
there is neither entry nor outlet, surrounded 
by rugged peaks and towering pinnacles. One 
might fancy it the scene of some great and 
glorious action in history, where an empire was 
lost or a nation's freedom won; it might be 
the ThermopylsB of Spain. 

After passing Pancorbo we arrived at Mi» 
randa, where we were joined by eight companies 
of Spanish In&ntry, to escort us for the remain- 
der of the journey. Much had been talked of the 
Carlists on the road, but not one deigned to 
show . himself. I was niuch struck by this 
want of energy on their part, as I had heard a 
great deal of their daring and activity, and was 
fully in- expectation of some attack before the 
journey's end. Previous to being joined by 
the Spaniards at Miranda, I would have under- 
taken, with ten or a dozen resolute men, to cap- 
ture the whole convoy at any given time orplaee. 
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The waggons, in spite of all the exertions of 
the muleteers, straggled in such a manner from 
one another, and the recruits and convalescents, 
who amounted to only one hundred and fifty, 
were knocked up to such a degree by fatigue, 
that it would have been the easiest thing in the 
world to cut off and massacre the guard of each 
waggon as it caiiie up, and make a present of 
the whole stock of arms, clothes, boots, and 
stores to the generalissimo of the Carlist forces. 
However, as things happily turned out, the 
enemy never showed his face ; and the convoy 
arrived safely uirder the walls of Vitoria on the 
evening of the 7th December, after a long and 
weary march of thirteen days, during which 
time it never halted twenty-four hours in one 
place. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Iridmomen— <!oBTeiit of Santa Onu— Parlatorio— Commenoancnt of 
the Typhua— Soldier's Funeral— Irish Brigade— Winter at Vitoria— 
Gnard-Mountiflg — Exchange of Prisoners — lieatenant Inman of the 
Lancert-oDepartore fbr Ilanrwa— Skinnish of Hcnd^Jar-^Heighta of 
Arlaban — Mora — Carlist Lancer — Retreat to Vitoria — Singular 
Adrenture. 

It was with feelings of the greatest joy and 
satisfaction that I rejoined my regiment after 
more than a month's absence, for I was weary 
of looking after the impedimenta^ and being 
pestered with the eternal complaints and 
quarrels of soldiers' wives. The specimens of 
the British " fidr sex " brought over by the 
Legion were certainly not calculated to im- 
press the Spaniards with high notions of our 
female beauty, and their tattered appearance 
with dirty straw bonnets and blowsy mob- 
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caps, was enough to astonish the trim 
senoras, and put into their mouths the often 
repeated question, " Whether all women in 
England were like these T* 

The tribes of shoeless Moll Flaggons from 
the Green Isle who came over with our Irish 
regiments, are past all description, and the 
figure they cut in the rear of a battalion on 
the march, with a pyramid of babes on their 
backs and a couple trotting on each side, was 
singularly maryellous in the eyes of the 
natives, who at last looked upon them as a 
regular and necessary adjunct to the British 
Legion, or as a supernumerary company of 
wives and washerwomen to each regiment. 
How the numbers that came up with the 
convoy contrived to subsist <m the march^ 
I never could divine; for as their presence 
with the troops at that period was contrary to 
orders, they were allowed no rations and were 
totally without money, having had no oppor- 
tunity [of receiving any from their husbands 
for thiQ last six weeks. And yet they trudged 
along through dust and mire, in &ir weather 



116 TWELVE MOITTHS IN THE 

and . in foul, for many a weary league, with 
Ught hearts and red cheeks, bidding defiance 
alike to the orders of the General and the 
accumulating hardships of the road, until they 
had the satisfiustion of passing the gates of 
Vitoria. Of a truths when Ireland loses her 
men, her women may stand up and fight in 
the good cause of their country's freedom, 
against the tyranny that proclaims them 
^^ aliens in blood— aliens in religion!'* 

On arriving at Vitoria, I found the regi- 
ment quartered in the Convent of Santa Cruz, 
within the walls of the town, and close to the 
Puerta de Francia, which as its name im- 
ports, looks out upon the road to Frauce. 
This building previous to the arrival of the 
Legion, had been a nunnery in which certain 
ancient dames spent their lives in monastic 
seclusion and the exercise of pious works, of 
which the making of fans and pin-cushions 
formed an important part. The scene on 
their receiving notice to quit in order to make 
way for our regiment, was described to me 
as exceedingly distressing. The old ladies 
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hurried up and down with tears in their eyes 
to pack up their goods and chattels, while the 
younger ones vented their grief in exclama- 
tions and sobs at leaving a building which 
they had inhabited for the greater portion of 
their lives. One of the latter was reported to 
be rather handsome and somewhat more in^ 
clined to show her black eyes to the English 
officers than was deemed fitting by the elder 
sisters, who more than once hinted the pro- 
priety of drawing her veil closer round her 
face as they passed through the streets. They 
afterwards declared to an officer of ours, who 
went to visit them at their new residence, that 
the exertion of walking only a short distance 
over the stones of the streets had out and 
wounded their feet in a painful manner, after 
being accustomed all their lives to the smooth 
flags and level floors of the nunnery. 

I found the Convent of Santa Cruz pretty 
much such a building as most of the other 
convents I had visited, with the addition of a 
Parlatorio^ or hall, where the nuns were 
allowed to see and converse with their rela- 
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lives. It was a laige room that opened im- 
mediately from the vestibule near the street, 
and was separated from an inner apartment 
by a doable set of strong iron grates, at such 
a distance from each other as to preclude all 
possibility of reaching with the hands. These 
grates, which occupied one side of the room, 
were not continuous, but divided into three or 
four compartments, so that a couple speaking 
at one of them could not be overheard by the 
next ; and the inner room, into which the 
nuns were admitted by a separate door from 
the interior of the eonv^it, receiving no light 
but what came through the gratings of the 
ParlatoriOf it was difficult for a stranger to 
distii^uiah much beyond the forms of those 
with whom he was conversing. The uses of 
these two rooms were a good deal perverted 
during our stay in the convent, for the outer 
one was converted into an orderly room, and 
the inner or nun's apartment, into a guard- 
house for all the prisoners and disorderly 
characters of the regiment. 

My recollections of Vitoria are not of the 
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most agreeable. The natural gloominess of 
the town, added to the universal sickness that 
broke out at this period, gave it the look of a 
city of the plague. The hospitals were full of 
sick and dying, and from dawn of day till set 
of sun, the streets re-echoed to the melancholy 
sounds of the fife and dram playing the Dead 
March as the departed soldier was borne to 
his last home. The air seemed loaded with 
fever, and those who marched in the train 
followed with a lack-lustre eye, as if aware that 
their turn was next. The boys in the streets, 
struck with the moumfiil solemnity of a cere* 
mony which is unknown in the Spanish army, 
paraded up and down with sticks reversed and 
whistling the funeral anthem-— the ladies in 
the balconies caught up the air and continued 
it on their pianos — the very bugles that 
sounded the reveil and advance had a 
lugubrious sound, as if blown by a man in his 
grave ; and at length the Dead March in 
Saul became the only piece of music current 
in Vitoria during the whole of the five months 
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the Legion was quartered there and in its 
vicinity, 

The number of deaths speedily augmented 
to such a degree that all attempt at ceremony 
was abolished, and the bodies were carried 
away in carts to the burial ground, where 
they were thrown six or seven into the same 
hole. Those that died of our regiment were 
buried in a piece of ground outside the walls, 
called the Campo Santo^ where we prevailed 
on the priest to mutter over a prayer or two 
by assuring him that the deceased was ti good 
Catholic. *^ Half a loaf is better than no 
bread," and it was thought that a Catholic 
prayer over a dead Protestant was better than 
no prayer at all. 

On one occasion, being in command of a 
funeral party, and finding on our arrival at 
the ground that the priest had failed in his ap- 
pointment, I placed a corporal with a file of 
men in the street to waylay the first church- 
man that passed by, and bring him vi ef armis 
before me, as I knew that all sorts of excuses 
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would be made, if I followed the more peace- 
tal and reverent mode of requesting him to 
perform the ceremony. I had not waited long 
in the church-yard, with the coffin placed at 
the brink of the grave, and the soldiers drawn 
up in single file on each side, before I heard 
a sort of scuffling and noise in the porch, and 
beheld the corporal fulfilling his instructions 
to the letter, hauling up a refractory priest by 
the skirt of his garment, and explaining to 
him by words and signs, that '^ soldier muerto 
wi^nted Pater^noster — qficial no quiere stay 
any longer." The poor old, gentleman, who 
fancied that the heretics were going to make 
an end of him then and there, came very 
humbly to me with his long fore-and-aft 
cocked-hat in his hand, and beggied to know 
what crime he had committed, to be seized 
and dragged up before what appeared to him 
an execution-party of twenty men with muskets 
and bayonets, and a grave ready dug to bury 
him in. Apologizing for the rudeness of the 
men, I pointed to the coffin, and begged him 
to perform the funeral ceremony. " Was 

G 
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the defunct a true Catholic t** asked the Priest 
with earnestness — **^0h, yes, a very good Ca* 
tholic"— " Sty «, «, Catholic, Cajtbolic/' mur- 
mured the men, who were beginning to getim-* 
patient, and the priest satisfied by these testi-^ 
monials of the orthodoxy of the deceased^ 
commenced his work in earnest, and had it 
over in a crack. Laying down his beaver, he 
put on a black silk nighi*cap to protect him 
from the damp — ^^ Pater-noster, mumble 
jumble — Ave Maria, ditto, dxtto-^tceteraf 
etcetera^ Amm"— three signs of the cross, a 
handful of dust, and the man was buried. 
For this piece of service, I paid the old priest 
a peseta* and a half for himself, and one for 
eachofthegrare^iggers. 

* A Peseta is a sflver coin worth tenpence iudfpenn]! 
in English money^ and contains four reals Spanish. A 
real devellon,theTef ore, of which we hear so much in Gil 
Bias and other Spanish novels, is a quarter of a peseta^ 
or about 2^d. half-a-fkrthing. The />«ro or dollar is fire 
petetaSf^or twenty reais, being one real more in valuQ 
than the French five franc piece, which is only nineteen 
reals, . The Doblon or Onza is a gold piece worth 16 
Spanish dollars^ that is €ig\iXy pesetas, or about 3/. ]0«; 
English. 
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The inactivity of the army, the severity of 
the weather, and the sickness that prevailed 
in all ranks of the Legion, excited the most 
gloomy forebodings. The men were dying by 
hundreds, the officers dropping off like leaves 
from a tree, and the whole expedition appeared 
to be on the point of falling to pieces and dying 
a natural death. The company to which I 
belonged, when it first landed at San Sebastian 
^^ above a hundred strong on parade ; six 
weeks after its arrival at Vitoria, the utmost 
that it icOtild muster was fifteen files, or thirty 
men; The regiment in like manner, which 
originally was between seven and eight hun^ 
dred strong, dwindled down in the space of 
two months after the fever broke out, to not 
more than four hundred. All the other regi- 
ments, with the exception of the Irish, were 
cut up in like manner, and two of them, the 
2nd English and &e 6th Scotch, were so 
nearly annihilated that they were broken up, 
and the mitorable residue drafted into other 
regiments. The Irish Brigade, on the con- 
trary, suffered little or nothing from disease, 
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although it was not better off for provisioDS or 
quarters than the rest of the force, and the 
7th, 9th, and 10th, to the very last retained 
their superiority in numbers without receiving 
a single recruit from the disbanded raiments. 
Had the whole of the Legion been composed 
of Irish, instead of losmg nearly a thousand 
men at Vitoria, we might not have lost a hun- 
dred. In spite of all their hardships, the 
severity of the winter, the badneqg of rations, 
the total want of pay, the Irish lived, throve, 
and grew fat, as if in the midst of clover— such 
are the advantages of misery and starvation at 
home ! 

Our regiment at Vitoria was, perhaps, the 
best off for quarters of any in the Legion. The 
Convent of Santa Cruz was a large and com- 
modious building where the men were not 
overcrowded, and had, moreover, a sufficient 
number of beds to lie on ; but some of the 
other regiments were in a miserable condition, 
in damp dismal churches and convents with 
hardly a bit of straw to keep them from the 
9old stones, suffering from sickness, from 
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badness of food^ and the intense frost of 
winter. 

The weather was certainly colder than ever 
I felt it in England, and was of that sharp, 
biting description that no^ appliances of cloaks 
or blankets availed to preserve a moderate 
degree of heat, and the angla2sed windows and 
rickety doors of the rooms contributed not a 
little to the freezing temperature, by the ad- 
mission of many a bitter blast. The situation 
of Vitoria is well calculated for an ice-house. 
In the midst of a plain of great extent, almost 
stript of tree or shrub, and girded by a belt 
of high mountains in the distance, the cutting 
winds of winter come sweeping along the level 
plain, and catching the town in full career, 
whistle up and down the streets in ruthless 
blasts, cutting like a scythe. The ground, 
frost-bitten and hard, presents a cheerless as^ 
pect for miles around-^^not actually covered 
with snow, but sugared over with a white hoar 
frost, which freezing the clods of the ploughed 
fields, and crystallizing on the branches of the 
few stunted trees that grow here and there, 
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gives the whole scene a look of deep, darky 
profound winter, such as one might imagine 
at the North Pole. The roads, hard and ring- 
ing like a bell to a horse's tramp in the dis* 
tance, are deserted, save when a solitary 
peasant muffled up in his cloak is seen crawlr 
ing. along like a benumbed fly that has out- 
lived the summer. Not a bird is visible in 
earth or air, and silence reigns uninter- 
rupted by living voice or motion, except 
by the sharp report of some prowlitg Carlist's 
musket. Sometimes a succession of report^ 
for a few minutes announced a cavalry skir- 
mish or affair of picquets in the plain-n-then all 
was hushed — ^and some wounded wretch would 
straggle into town staining the powdered snow 
at intervals with crimson drops of blood as 
he hobbled or was .borne along. Occasionally 
a field-day or battalion -drill enlivened the 
dreary aspect of the plain, and the red-coats 
might be seen hopping over the fields in ex* 
tended order, while a glittering line of pikes 
peering over a distant ridge marked a troop 
of lancers or a foraging party on the look out 
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for the enemy. Such el:hibitioii8 as these, how- 
ever, did not often take place ; the men in 
general were too sickly to be harassed with 
needless drills aud exercises. 

The amttsements in Vitoria during this 
period were few and far between ; none in- 
clined to gaiety in the midst of typhus, and 
the Spaniards themselves appeared to be in- 
fected with the universal melancholy^ The 
theatre,- • which I visited two or three times, 
was poor and badly attended, and the plays 
jn general were very sad mirth. Promenade 
there was none when the quicksilver was be- 
low zero, and the Plaza of the town, that 
universal resort of Spaniards at nearly every 
season of the year, was deserted by everybody 
except a few officers who, rolled up in their 
eloaks and smoking their paper cigars, walked 
up and down for lack of other employment. 

Frequently, by way of variety, there was a 
summons to mount guard at the city gates, 
and the unhappy subaltern had to resign him- 
self to four-and-twenty hours' cold in a miser- 
able guardrroom, with a brasero at his feet 
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half-filled with ashes, that flew down his throat 
and choked him at every vain attempt to blow 
it into warmth. Three boards on a trestle for 
a bed, a rush-bottomed chair on two 1^ and 
a-half, with a copper lamp redolent of train* 
oil and verdigris, completed the fumitars of 
these forlorn apartments ; and here the nn-* 
lucky officer of the guard had to sit during 
the day and night in nothing but his cloak, 
and with both ears open for an alarm of the 
field-officer's approach, when he had to cast 
off his cloak and all that made life endurable, 
and rush into the chilling fog to turn out the 
guard and present arms, with chattering teeth 
and frost-bitten fingers that were almost blis-* 
tered by the icy touch of the sword-hilt. Oh, 
the miseries of guard-mounting at Vitoria! 

During the winter, when no operations of 
magnitude were undertaken, the neighbour- 
ing hills used to be infested by small bodies 
of Carlists, chiefly lancers, who frequently 
descended into the plains as far as the very 
gates of the town, to the great danger of those 
who were caught straggling at a distance. 
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t^e British and Ghapelgoms who fell into 
their hands, were mercilessly put to deaths 
sometimes by means of tortures worthy of the 
North American Indians; but the Spanish 
troops of the line were saved by virtue, I 
believe^ of the Eliot treaty, and after being 
kept for some time in prison, where they were 
treated with sufficient harshness, were fre-^ 
quently exchanged for an equal number of 
prisoners made by the Christinos. 

On one of these occasions a small party of 
Carlist cavalry approached the Puerta de 
Francia within a quarter of a mile, and the 
officers riding a few paces in advance, waved 
a white handkerchief by way of signal to the 
guard at the gate to come out to a conference. 
Upon this, a troop of Spanish cavalry, that 
was stationed at the gate in readiness to act 
as circumstances might demand, sallied forth 
and mingled with the Carlists as freely as if 
they had been of the same regiment. The 
two officers had a short colloquy, after which 
they trotted off together to a small village a 
mile or two from the town, leaving the spec^ 
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tators in some fear lest the eloquence of ib^ 
Carlist had been of a nature to, induce tfaje 
Christino to desert with all his troops a, sus- 
picion which was not likely to. be removed by 
the general character of the Queen's officers^ 
from her worthy Commander-^in-Chief down 
to the youngest alferez in the. service. In a 
short time, however, the officer retunied, 
bringing with him a number of Christino pri** 
soners, who the moment they were out of the 
clutches of the CarHsta, gave them a volley of 
abuse, calling them /yerros and ladroneSf and 
entered the town with cries of Viva. Isabel 
Segunda! Muera Don Carlos! They were 
all in miserable plight, complaining, bitterly 
of the treatment they had experienced^ 
and venting many taunts and jests ' on the 
equally ragged detachment of Garlist pri^- 
soners on their way to join their comrades 
outside the city. The Carlist cavalry, as they 
were seen in the distance, appeared to be 
plainly but not ill dressed, with long lances 
and carbines, and mounted on little bob-tailed 
French horses. 
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f' It was about this time that an affair took 
place between some of our Lancers and a 
party of the enemy's cavalry, which made a 
good deal of noise in the garrison at Vitoria. 
Lieutenant Inman, of the Ist Lancers, with 
five or six men, attacked an equal number of 
Carlists that were in the habit of coming down 
in the grey of the morning to fire upon our 
sentries^ and after giving chase for a consider^ 
able distance, came up with them on a hill- 
side, where they killed them all with the ex* 
ception of the trumpeter who was taken pri- 
soner, and .the officer who escaped through the 
swiftness of his horse. The party returned to 
Vitoria with the captured horses, and paraded 
in the great square with the red caps of the 
discomfited Carlists on the, points of their 
lances. For this act of individual gallantry, 
Lieutenant Inman received the thanks of both 
the Generals, together with the Cross of the 
Military Order of San Fernando. 

The reports that were prevalent for some 
time after my arrival at Vitoria, respecting 
the future operations of the Legion, were 
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various and contradictory. At the eafi^ whicb 
was the general resort of both Spanish and 
British officers, it was said first that an attack 
was meditated on Salvatierra, a small fortified 
town on the road leading to Pamplona ; then 
again, that the Castle of Guevara, command^ 
ing one of the passes to Salvatierra, was about 
to be besieged ; but the wiser portion of the 
army thought that nothing of importance 
would be attempted, or at least executed, be* 
fore the approach of spring, as the severity 
of the weather rendered it almost impossible 
to act in the open country. The Lieutenant- 
General himself was absent for some weeks 
during the month of December, first at Bur- 
gos where there was a conference of Generals, 
Cordova and Alava being of the number, and 
afterwards I believe at Pamplona, from whence 
he returned in great haste on the evening of 
the 25th, having ridden hard all the way, and 
almost overtaken some of the Aides-de-camp 
who had been despatched several hours pre- 
viously. This showed urgency of some sort, 
and all old soldiers who kept their weather-eye 
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bpen^ began to make immediate preparations 
for a march* 

About the beginning of January there was 
a general commotion in the Legion, and the 
Light Brigade, under Brigadier-General Reid, 
was sent in advance to occupy the villages of 
Lorriaga, Arcaute, and Ilarraza, three or foiir 
miles eastward of Vitoria, oh the Salvatierra 
road. At length, on the 6th of January, the 
1st Regiment left Vitoria for Arcaute, and the 
next day proceeded to Ilarraza, where the left 
wing remained while the right took possessioii 
of Cerio, a small village half a niile to the 
right of the high-road, the Light Brigade, con^ 
sisting of the Sd, 8th, Rifles and Chapelgorris 
being in advance at Matauco, at which place 
a strong barricade of trees and stones was 
thrown across the road, and defended by a nu- 
merous piquet. 

We remained scattered about by regiments 
and wings in these little villages, awaiting the 
arrival of the French Algerine Legion which 
had not yet reached Vitoria, until the 16th 
January, when the whole body of the British 
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Legion^ together with the Chapelgorri3 ABd 
two regiments of Spanish cavalry, in all eight 
or ten thousand strong, made a move forward 
to the easiward on. the road to Salvatierra^ 
Cordova, with the hulk of the Spanish army 
and the French Legion, setting dut »t the same 
time in a northerly direction to attack the 
enemy on the heights of Arlaban, and if pos^ 
sible to drive them down upcMi jis. 

After marching about five miles along the 
high^^road, and being in sight of the ancient 
Castle of Guevara mounted on its apparently 
inaccessible hill, the Ist Regiment struck off 
to the left towards the little village of Men- 
dijur, which was in possession of the enemy, 
and our light company, gallantly . led on. by 
Lieutenant Scarman, fixed bayonets and tum^- 
bled into the place, driving the garrison out 
into a wood at the bottom of the hill on the 
Guevara side of the village, where they took 
post and commenced a brisk light infantry 
fire upon the assailants* The remainder of 
the regiment, .in close column of companies, 
and supported by the 3d on the left, advanced 
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dowly up the hill already tid^n by our light 
company, and occupying the Yillage> extended 
the grenadiers and two or three of the other 
companies behind the walk and hedges on the 
dide of the hill towards the enemy, when there 
ensued a sharp fire of nmsketry between them 
and a strong body of Carlist tirailleurs in the 
wood below. 

As we werQ marching up' the hill to the vil- 
lage» I saw Captain Jochmus of the Staff ride 
to the rear with his face streaming with blood 
from a musket^shot thttt furrowed his forehead^ 
and a few yards further on there was a ser^ 
jeant of the 2nd Regiment lying d^ul on his 
&ce. This, together with the frequent whist- 
ling of balls in and out of the Tillage, and the 
firing on the hill-side, made me think that we 
were about to come in serious collision with 
the enemy, especially as the large plain be- 
tween Mendijur and Guevara was dotted in 
several places with Carlist battalions^ who ever 
and anon deployed into line and fired by com- 
panies at the distance of more than a mile. 
There were also one or two squadrons of 
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Carlist cavalry, whose equanimity was dadl^ 
put to the test by certain rockets that were 
discharged from Mendijur with admirablts 
precision by Colonel Colquhoun. The first 
fell a little short, and the tirailleurs in the 
wood with whom we were engaged, gave a 
shout of derision, accompanied by loud hurrahs 
in imitation of the English ; but the se<^ond, 
and presently a third and fourtl\,flew in rapid 
succession among the cavalry, knocking some 
of the men off their horses and setting the re« 
mainder scampering about in wild commotion 
over the field* 

The enemy appeared alarmed at this, and 
withdrawing their skirmishers, closed ihto line 
and were retreating towards the Castle, with- 
out any attempt on our part to pursue, when 
they extended a fresh line into the wood, and 
again there ensued a brisk fire between them 
and the companies of our regiment that still 
remained on the hill-side. This was the first 
time that I saw Carlists with any distinctness; 
they approached at times so near that their 
features almost became distinguishable. When 
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my company first took up its positioin on the. 
hill above the wood^ seeing a number of men , 
in grey coats and red caps, I took them for 
otur own Chapelgorris, and more than once 
stopped the fire, thinking that it was all a mis* 
takC) till a sort of Spanish Provincial came 
up and swore that they were ^^facciosos" which 
added to the testimony of some bullets that 
came whizzing .about our ears, overcame our 
scruples and caused us to commence a rattling 
fire. It was all chance work, and biit little 
damage was done, as both parties were under 
good cover and could see little more than each 
others^ heads. In the company of which I 
was lieutenant, one man had a shot through 
the crown of his shako, and another received a 
contusion on the hand. 

As our object was merely to hold our ground, 
the fire on our part was suffered to slacken 
considerably, when about half-a-dozen of 
the Carlists rushed out. of the wood, and 
crossing a bare patch of ground that inter- 
vened, made straight in our faces for a hedge 
about half way between us and the wood. 
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^* Nowy lads ! now 1" was the ery all through 
the coanpany, and bang went all oiir jDuskets^ 
some forty at leasts at the adventurous six 
widiout dropping one of them » and rapidly 
skirting the ; hedge that ran up in an oUi^ue 
directiim to the.wnU behind which we were, 
they made their appearanee at the end of the 
lane on our left flank, when they halted a 
moment irresolnte whether to advance or 
retire. Upon this wegave a loud hurrah, and 
fixing bayonets charged down the lane and 
pursued them back to the wood, which we 
entered pell-mell among all the skirmishers^ 
who seeing us come down upon them with cold 
sted and that another British r^ment (the 
3rd) was taking them ;n flank, retired some-, 
what precipitately and left us.masters of the 
position. ^>We pelted after them for^a consi- 
d^nablis distance, until the bugle to our great 
sorrow sounded the recal, upon which we fell 
back on the village, and ad it was now getting 
dark,' the troops colled;ed together and 
marched quietly back to their old quarters at 
Ilarraza. 
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I merdy relate the skirmidi as it took pliMse ; 
the object of it, as we did not continue to oc- 
eupy the village after the expulsion of the 
enemy, I. am unable to discover. Perhaps it was 
intei^ded to make a diversion while Cordova 
was doing something else in another quarter. 
At all events we reaped no benefit from it be** 
yond that of putting our men in high glee at 
having driven the enemy so easily from a po- 
sition where, if they had made a stand, they 
might have done us a good deal of damage* 
As it was, however, the loss in the whole force 
amounted to only one serjeant killed, one 
officer and three or four men wounded. 

It was this affair, I . believe, that gave ocea-f 
sion to a military authority in the House of 
Lords to declare as a &ct that the Liegion 
had suffered a total defeat before Guevara, and 
had moreover gone into action drunk. 

The day after the skirmish of Mendgiir 
(17th January) the Le^on marched to Azua^ a 
little village situated near the heights of 
Arlaban, and about two leagues and a-half 
E.N.E. of Vitoria. The 2nd Regiment occu- 
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pied the Tillage on a small emintoce ; the 1st 
was stationed mid-way between it and a hill 
which was held by the Irish Brigade^ and the 
remainder of the force, consisting of the Light 
Brigade and Chapelgorris with a strong body 
of Spanish infantry, took np its position at a 
great distance on the other side of an immense 
plain bounded by a hill of considerable mag' 
nitude. 

Of Cordova and his army we saw nothings 
but as he was spoken of as acidng in concert 
with the L^on^ it was presumed by those 
who had not official information, that he was 
to the north of Azua, with the Carlists between 
him and us occupying certain strong positions 
on the heights, from which it was his object 
to drive them into the plain below, where we 
were to pour down upon them, and together 
with the Spaniards, take them on three sides 
at once. Such, at least, was the plan as far as 
I could discover. Those who have been in a 
similar situation will be fully aware of the 
difficulty that besets a subaltern officer un- 
connected with the staff, in giving any thing 
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like an accurate or detailed accoimt of the 
mOTements of an army, beyond what actually 
passes before his own eyes, and the inferences 
of his own judgment. 

For three days and three nights we remained 
in this position, the only alteration being that 
in the evening the 1st Regiment withdrew into 
the village, leaving the others to bivouac on 
the hills, where they lighted innumerable fires 
which twinkling through the darkness of the 
night, gave a singular and beautiful appearance 
to the nigged scenery of the mountains. At 
dawn of day our regiment marched out to its 
former position, where the muskets were piled 
and the men allowed to lie down or saunter 
about in the immediate vicinity, so as to be 
ready to take arms at a moment's warning. 

Before leaving Ilarraza, in conjunction with 
an officer who agreed to go halves with me in 
travelling expenses and luxuries, I had bought 
a pretty little mare of eLpaisano for twenty-five 
dollars, on whose back was slung a pair of 
9addle-bags-r-any thing but the alfcnyas mujf 
^tiles of Don Quixote's godfather in chivalry 
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— contaming all our worldly goods and chat* 
tels, with a havresack fall of boiled beef and 
bread suspended at the saddle-bow. Often 
on a long march. Mora, for such was the 
name the Spaniards had bestowed upon her, 
besides carrying her masters' stock of shirts 
and boots, had to carry the wearers into the 
bargain — ^a duty which she performed with 
a sturdy activity known only to a Spanish 
pony. In quarters, Mora and her iflanifold 
owners were the dread of all the Spanish dra- 
goons in the neighbourhood, for no sooner 
was she introduced into the stable, than a 
whole string ot troop horses would be thrown 
into commotion, with a bellowing and yelling, 
intermingled with such shouts of cdrqjo I and 
thwacks with a broom-stick from the enraged 
troopers, as surpass all description. 

On the occasion of which I am speaking. 
Mora was away with the baggage-mules of 
the brigade in a field about half a mile to our 
right and close to the outskirts of the village. 
Mindful of the bag of " prog** that she bore, 
and seeing that all was quiet with the troops. 
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I walked away through a field or two, and 
distinguishing her features among the crowd 
of jackasses and mules, was regaling myself 
very much to my satisfaction with the cold 
meat, when a few pattering shots were heard at 
the farther end of' the field, and presently a 
troop of our Lancers 'dashed by at fall gallop 
towards the spot- fhoto whence the reports pro- 
ceeded. Curious to see the issue of the matter, 
I moiinted Mora, and galloping in the rear of 
the cavalry, after scrambling through two or 
three hedges and ditches, came up with them^ 
just as they halted near a company of the 
2nd Regiment, which immediately commenced 
a straggling fire at some invisible object 
beyond. I at first thought myself a fool for 
running my head into a fire when I had no busi- 
ness, but as I could discern no enemy, I pushed 
on with the Lancers, and saw a man of the 
4th lying on the ground shot through the 
head, and a few paces from him a Carlist 
Lancer stretched on his bad^, patasarriba, 
while two or three Spaniards around him were 
feeling his pockets for money. / 
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Struck by his appearance, I paused a mo- 
ment to examine him more attentirely. He 
was a fine, athletic man, full six feet high^ 
with a stem soldier-like yisage, and large mus-* 
tachios that stuck off fiercely from his com- 
pressed lips ; his eyes were glazed and turned 
up so as to show nothing but the white, and 
his hands spread abroad on each side, wer^ 
strongly clenched as if still grasping a lance. A 
deep, black wound in the breast, from which 
the blood issuing in streams had deluged his 
face and collected in a pool below, proclaimed 
at once the cause of his death and the uner-* 
ring flight of the bullet. His dress was a plain 
blue uniform coat with gray trousers; the 
sword and carbine had already been carried off 
by the spoilers, but the cartridge-box slung 
round the shoulder still remained, and con- 
tained two or three emaciated cartridges that 
were more for show than use. Round his 
neckwasattached the large pad or cushion uni*» 
versally worn by the Spanish soldiery to give 
an appearance of fulness to the chest, and on it 
was pasted a portrait of the Vii^^ with a 



sindl TOsarj (bat hnfig dnf. of flr seet^ pDck^t 
at di^ bottdtii. Bfad tli6 ballet gofie a(ti iuck 
mote oil die side, tlicf eiis^iod Wd^ttld probably 
have saved bim, but it haki jui^t ^*aaied tbe e<i^e, 
and th^stifig the -paA oaiof its piace^ raiik decy 
ill his right bi^^ast^ Roited the #ai0t be had 
twisted (me of thode fed siiriies c^dttutfodly wbrd 
b]^ the peasairtiry, and itito iM^ the ChapdgOF-' 
risr ^ere thrastSng theii^ busy hmds in qncfst of 
plniider ; biit fbd titiffoi'tufiate C^i^ist waft aid 
pooi^ tcA A rat^ 81^ Bfothing' Wli9 foui»d ripbn 
him except a ^er stdiried with Uood, eoir^ 
tslihifrg a re(j[T]^isItioti t^ lSf«F stbm-leeqter of 
the regfinent fof ration Ito his wtfe aiid 
child. 

This Was tho fii^t titaef fhtft I bad ccfxne ii^a 
stich dose contact with a Csfi^st, and lookiiikg 
cttriouriy' for si mexnento of the depiHted mari^ 
txiy eye lit upon a solitary spur attadied to 
his bed, aiid taking the yet warm limb in my 
hands, I undid tlie buckle and traasferi^d the 
heaVy irem rowels' to my owA foot. 

On itt^uii^ ais t6 tb^ origin^ of the* en<}6«riitei', 
I learned that a party of the 4th were attacked 
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in a narrow lane by six or seven Carlist ]ancer8 
who "hovering like hawks roand a hill/' 
had come down upon them unawares, and put-^ 
ting the raw recruits to flight, had ridden off 
with several mules loaded with baggage and 
stores. In the scuffle, one of the Englishmen 
had fallen, and immediately after the Carlist 
was struck from his horse by a shot from one 
of the runaways. The whole scene was one 
that would have afforded a capital subject for 
a Flemish picture of a skirmish. In the fore-^ 
ground were lying the two dead bodies, stiff 
and stark as I have described them, with the 
affrighted baggage-mules kicking off their 
loads and breaking away from the peasant who 
was vainly endeavouring to hold them in, 
while in the distance, the thin blue smoke of 
the recent volley furling away in eddying cir- 
cles, showed glimpses of horse and foot hurry- 
ing in joint pursuit of the spoilers. The enemy, 
nevertheless, got off with their booty, and 
re-mounting my horse I slowly returned to 
the battalion, musing on the dead lancer of 
Aziia. 
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In the meanwhile, Cordova with the whole 
of the Spanish army attacked the Carlists on 
the morning of the 17th, and heavy dischai^es 
of musketry continued to he heard with slight 
intermissions until the evening of the next day, 
when the firing ceased. By his own account, 
the Christino general appears to have been 
pretty successful the first day in his attempt to 
dislodge the enemy ; but the following morning 
even from what he says himself in his bombas- 
tic despatches, and aided as he was by the 
French Legion, all that can be gathered is, that 
he was not beaten. Be the case as it may, we 
waited three days bivouacking on the hill-top, 
seeing nothing of Cordova or the Carlists, and 
hearing little beyond vague rumours of their 
operations, whensuddenly on the morning of the 
20th, the news came that the Commander-in- 
Chief had retreated to Vitoria, leaving us single- 
banded to cope with the enemy, and to efiect a 
difficult retreat of many miles over a rough and 
broken ground, in face of a hostile force of 
twenty thousand men that had shown itself su- 
perior to the attacks of the whole Spanish 
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amj ! Borne said that he tfw not ctei^dted, 
but had merely i&is^akul«l^ the fesidtan^e 
made l^ the enemy — a fkdt idco&lfot'ertible 
from the results $ ^ei^ d^liu^ that hiffdom-^ 
missariat had failed him, aaid Ihai tlie tfee^ 
could get no beef ; others ngsixi laid th>e biame 
on the cold weather and the fog — but tbelcmg 
and the short c£ the matter eame to this^ that 
there was a screw loose sdmmffherej and that 
failing to do what was ti^uired, be let dowd 
the whole business, and spoilt flie plan of the 
prettiest little baiaiOe rangie sincc^ the Hia* 
noeuvrisg at Ligny and Waterloo^ 

The Legion in coiisequence was obliged to 
retire, which it fortunately was able to do be^ 
fore the enemy became aware of its cfitical 
situation, and falling back in the direction cf 
Vitoriay took up ite old positions at Mataoco 
and Ilarrana. 

And thus oonciaded the deeds of prowess ol 
the Queen's army at Azaa^ in cOntmemdrntioB 
of which Cordora, it is said, has stabaequently 
applied for and obtained the sonoroua titie of 
CeUni of Arlaban^ Such fiagtant folly carrier 
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ite ewii tewaxdy apd we exclaim wi& Persiaa 
efiipbasifl '^ May kb grare he sat npoti by jaok<^ 
asses !" 

An adymtare oeeiured duriag ths retreat, 
which wpold have told well ia the pages of 
{<e Sage or Qar7aiQte0> Spma is ^or €«w 
cdlemc the Iwd pf mishaps and erents, and 
during war tkn^ ^"v^tj step leads to sometihing 
wild aad siaguiar- Among the herda of mares 
that are turned out by the peasants to graze 
on the mountainst wan seen a horse saddled 
and bridled, fmd with a valise on the crupper, 
ggmboUiug apd playing mth hia half-wild ooin*^ 
panicms. A troop of Spanish cavalry was 
leading the way for our battali<m, and the n»^ 
ment he was perceived, &ey spurred off the 
road and gave chace, when after scampering 
over the hill-tops for some distance, and ma- 
noeuvring with military dexterity to separate 
him from the herd, he was at length caught by 
the captain, who trotted back in triumph with 
his prize. ' On examination, it turned out that 
the horse belonged to the chaplain of a Carlist 
battalion, which having probably thrown its 
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rider, had made off to enjoy his liberty in 
company with the ragged mares of the neigh-* 
bourhood. 

Nor was this alL The story went, that the 
worthy chaplain had a law-suit respecting 
some property in Vitoria, which only required 
proof of his disloyalty to the Queen to be de- 
cided against him. For a long time nothing 
better than suspicions and surmises could be 
produced, for he was a wary priest and kept 
his secrets to himself, till at length the proof 
of his Carlism accidentally fell into the hands 
of his opponents, in the shape of a chaplain's 
commission signed by Don Carlos himself, 
which was found carefully deposited in a comer 
of the valise on the heights of Azua. 
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CHAPTER VI. 



IVendk Leg^— Ilamn — Fever^Caiues of the Sickoen^ General 
Cordova— Hit Character and Appearance — Cerio— Night Alarm— 
Spanish Honesty— Caatle ofGnevara—TreTiao— Peasant Girla—lnstanee 
of Corporal Poniihment in the Spanish Army— Attack of I^phn 
Death of Mora. 



The French Algerine Legion passed through 
Uarraza on its return to Vitoria after the 
affair of Arlaban, in which it had borne a part. 
The men were fine tall fellows, but evidently 
from their light hair and sandy complexions, 
not all French. Poles, Belgians, and Germans 
compose the greater part of its numbers, 
but the officers are mostly French, and may 
be distinguished from the idle vagabonds 
of the Spanish army by a firmness of step 
and look of military hauteur which charac- 
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terize the true hard-handed soldier on a cam* 
paign. 

They were dressed m long gray coats, with, 
if I recollect rightly, the red garance trousers 
of the French army, and small garden-pot 
caps, which looked somewhat singular after 
the top-heavy shakos of the British and 
Spanish. Most of iKe mfetipr officers were 
tall swarthy men, whose jGnces bore testimony 
lO'the edge of Ae M^^eidsh mhwBy «|d w«te 
|i^o?inte4 m Af^ym hprnes J)r9»gh|:,pv^ frpjn 
Arlgiers. £ach battalion was provided with two 
or three small mountain-guns, which together 

p^, ih/^ }^f^}f» pf fnxf^s. 4.1j|;oge^her, jtbje ^jpr 

pfi,9f in ^eotopn ^f ;»|ibrjdivi§ioQ8 with fi:fH 
})»^X)i^t^ W4 Itte eyierlft^ng l^^ass ^vum» 
»ttfo^ ^\ ilm h^^ wm iteacjy, j5«fn, an4 
siql4i^errilike* 

1^ Prit?4 ^ojfiipr, ^ be^g jthe pfe^p wi^^ tjj^ 

i^ie ^f Vijtpw ^^ t^jmmt^f ^^i fr^w 

.wfcfijipf (fWPph with ^e WF^k^ 0^ hi^ #rmy. 
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made a precipitate retreat in the direetion of 
Salvatierra. A building of eonsiderable 
magnitude called the Palacio^ cloae to the 
eide of the main-roady marics the spot where 
the last cannon- shota were fired upon the re* 
treating French, and a large house at the 
entrance of the village is still pointed out as 
the place where the Duke of Wellington 
rested the night after the battle. This house 
during the stay of the Legion in the vicinity 
of Jlarrata, was occupied by Brigadier-General 
Chichester, and a difference of opinion existed 
as to whether the Brigadier's own room or 
tbat of his Aide-de-Canip» Capt. Knight, was 
the one in wbieh the Duke had actually slept* 
I have been in both of the apartments, which 
are of a moderate siae, and very well famished 
for a Spanish country village. 

The weather during the whole of the month 
of January was exceedingly damp and rainy, 
and this circumstance, together with the bad 
accommodaticma in the villages, did not tend 
to diminish the number of sick daily sent off on 
mules and waggons to the hospital at Vitoria. 
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To be provided in case of attack, the officers 
of each company were obliged to sleep by 
turns in the house where their men were lodged, 
and this, in addition to the numberless guards, 
picquets and patrols, caused the duty to fall 
very heavily upon the few who escaped the 
fever. Nine officers of our regiment alone 
were seized with the typhus during this and 
the following month, of whom three died and 
the remainder slowly recovered after having 
been brought to the brink of the grave. 
Money there was none, and the badness of the 
wine and rations added not a little to the 
sickness that prevailed. I have frequently 
had my own scanty pound of beef brought on 
the point of a bayonet, tough as an old shoe 
and reeking from the carcass of some wretched 
beast that had been slain the moment before ; 
the bread, made of blighted com, so soft and 
pasty that it would adhere like putty to the 
wall it was flung against ; and the wine the 
filthiest compound of vinegar, pitch and log- 
wood that could be offered to a Christian man 
to swallow. 



J 
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The result of such diet was dysentery, and 
those who were not carried off by the fever, 
were wasted to skeletons by the weakening 
effects of the disease. Our regiment as it fell 
in every morning for parade was more like 
an assembly of ghosts than a battalion of the 
full-fed, substantial-looking pen^ionages usually 
called British soldiers. Their spirit, however, 
was unbroken, and grumble as they might at 
the harsh and unfeeling conduct of a.miserable 
government whose existence depended solely 
on the efficiency of the Legion, no sooner was 
there talk of an action than their eyes 
brightened with energy, and the ticking of locks 
and snapping of gun-flints told of the warm 
reception in preparation for the enemy. 
Ragged and shoeless, destitute as they were 
of every thing like comfort both in quarters 
and in the field, the arms were kept in a state 
that showed, that though the good faith of their 
allies might be suspected, and the treachery 
of the Spanish Commander-in-Chief put 
beyond a doubt, in their muskets and bayonets 
they still had friends that would not fail them 



^ 



ISO TWEXirs mysf^B iir thk 

trm^mth imp lipH cK^depc^ to ^xtfi§at6 ik%m 
from mf sitw^pn k wWish ith§ eaiH*si| pf 
erieiite er tbe pftiwer(<ty of ^(sq mi^}; pl^§e 
tbean. 

Th^ WTi3tpluMlQie99 fl.p4 ^is(Biy of pfiF p^ 
was tb^ zaore stHking ffo?^ t^e ^QBtitaftt af-' 
fonded by ih^ ^painisli troppi^^ ^ho w§r« 
tfell elotbttd, well pajiif veil feds 11^^ f^pnsis^ 
quattiy in good bealtb wd e^pAl)!^ of ^Qdm*U)g 
any amooal of fetigue, Thos^ wbo w eve b^I 
avrare of tbe eapses ^f tb^ ^ic)i:p^s^ ip pr^rn^ 
Ifflt ill ibe Lagion^ ^ wbq w^^ tap idl^ tp 
inquire into tbeooiy declaimed tbat ^'diniBkefl 
dragoons/' " diseaaed iHy^ids/^ and tbe ^^scum 
of the eaptV^ had been broi^bt over ta peri^bf 
from mere want of fttrepg^ md stamiQ^ to 
resist tbe e&ots of tbe climate, Tbat we 
had a number $>f man mho came under the 
£»?egoing elasefes, is not to be deified $ but iQ 
say that the whole of tbe Legion iras qomposed 
of the«i, is a falsehood only to be awallowed 
by those whose interests blind tbem to every 
sense of justice and fair-dealing. Many wens 



Bft^TIdjff LBQIQN. 157 

healthy countrymen taken fip^m t^e ploughr 
tail ; many were bog-trolting Irisl^anen^ who^e, 
rosy IpQks gave eyiden^e of thejr h^l^ m^ 
s(K\^9dness of constitution ; mmj wer^ st^lwa^rt 
veterans of the British army, who l^fid puri 
chasied their die^tmrges oor Imd gqm through 
the usu$kl term of service without injury to 
health or strength ; many were Pedroites who 
had conquered. Portugal from one e;xtremity 
to the other — and now taking these dige)re9.t 
cl93ses of men toget^^r, is it probable tha^ an 
army comppsed of such m^rterials wouldt perish 
needlessly, at Vitoria ? — that m^n who weire 
originally strong and healthy and in good 
spirits would lie down and die like sj^eep^ 
without a causfi? How comes it that at San 
Sebastian, at Santander, a^ at Bilbao ibme 
wa9 no disease? that for five months after 
the landing of the Legiw there was no disea3e ? 
that during a long and harassing march from 
Bilbao to Vitoria, there wa& no disease ? but 
that at Vitoria, in quarters and with nothing to 
do, the fever and dysentery should break out, 
and after affecting the whole of the Legion, 
+- H 7 
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should carry off ten hundred of our men ? Are 
we to ascribe this sudden mortality to the 
broken down constitutions of the soldiers, or 
to the effects of bad food, bad pay, and bad 
treatment ? 

It was during our stay at Ilarraza that I had 
an opportunity of seeing Cordova, who fre- 
quently rode through the village with his staff 
to visit the outposts and reconnoitre the 
country. On one occasion he dismounted for 
a quarter of an hour in front of the Palacio, 
and, curious to have a closer view of the 
Spanish god of war, I mingled in the crowd of 
officers standing a few paces apart, and beheld 
the victor of Arlaban. He was a small, 
slightly-made man, stooping somewhat in the 
shoulders, and with a face expressive of nothing 
save a look of languid discontent to which 
a sharp twinkling eye gave the characteristic 
air of a Jew clothes-dealer. His gait and 
manners were slow and sauntering, and im- 
pressed the spectator with the idea of a man 
shattered with disease or enervated by dissi- 
pation. His dress on the three occasions that 
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I happened to view him minutely, was nn- 
couth and slovenly, consisting of a long brown 
redingote that by its want of shape and fit 
reminded me of Paganini's, and a scarlet 
cloth waistcoat closely buttoned to the chin 
by a single row of gilt buttons; a small 
cocked-hat stuck on one side of the head, 
with a cockade expressive of the loyalty 
wanting in his heart ; and a pair of worsted 
hose or leggings strapped below the knee, 
with large silver spurs buckled on the 
heels. 

When I first saw him at Ilarraza, he wore 
a regulation sword of the British Legion, but 
afterwards used one of different manufacture. 
The red waistcoat, however, seemed to be a 
great favourite, as he seldom appeared with- 
out it even on grand occasions. He wears 
no beard or whiskers, but indulges in a pair 
of stunted mustachios on the upper lip, which 
adds to the expression of languid nonchalance 
predominant in his countenance. In a word, 
see Luis Fernandez de Cordova in a crowd, 
without knowing him to be Duke of Mendi- 
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g^ri^ fui4 C<^imt of A^Ubi^) itnd b^ woqH 
be t^ke^ for A fiw?Wy *ttpm^y o? 8. ^U^n** 
tinted tailpr* 

Profligate in hifi maaoei^) an4 dq^titute of 
tiil^utJi 9B A soldier, he pofifie&eeft ^a 9B^ moral 
qi^aliiy except a reatlees a?nbitipii« backed by 
a species of intriguing cunning in which any 
diplomatic fittavM would be his match. Hated 
by most of his generals, who upbraid him with 
the want pf m^re personal couragOi h^ is 
looked upon by the anny as a man who tog^in 
his own dirty ends is ready to betray them 
into the hands of the enemy i and who by Txrtue 
of his ran]s; and exalted position is carrying 
on a traffic in the flesh and blood of his 
soldiers, to make an accommodation with the 
enemies of bis sovereign and preserve his 
rank and influence in the country. The com-* 
mand that he possesses over the weak and 
misguided woman at the head of the govern^ 
ment is sq great, that he is frequently spoken 
of as the successor of Mufioz, whenever 6od 
or an aiisassin please to take him from the 
world; and his known hostility to I^iberalism, 
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poinls bim out us not >vit}u>Qt iMl^eooe m 
the Twk» of the Q»^ partjr^ Jlm^ let 
affairs tvnmiiti^ they ^aj, ij; ia » matt^ pf 
avail 001100m *to ihe B«ro ^ Ifi^i^l^omfti 
who pbkjra tlie casds of ^»ch party, dml Ifmghft 
at both. 

Hie opi«ipii» bave p«|t fprwanl Pii f<^ <efa»r 
racter and bonestgr of C^oy»» anei shared 
by nisu&^tenths of tbe h^Q^st |^ib$mls foi .i^m. 
Let bia eonduet ^noebiii apppintoiept to 
the ehkf ^mnnumd be lO^aminod, mi m> mm 
possessed of a grain of common sens^ f^n^n^Cr 
quit him jekb^ pf trf ai^arjr er inrapaeity. 
Has be met Ae le^i^my mi »|upd tfiriPf ^-^^^ 
retreat has been ibe ^(mse^am^- lia# im 
adTOntage been gained ?-rrrbe im T^9ei iQ 
follow it ffiy . His first ad^vanca :vpM ArlAbf^ 
was signalized by a wlv^ wbioh iipi»6%i^ to 
have no lobjeet bni to hflttmy 4^ JU^gion into 
tbe bandfl of the eaiecny. His aeomd, m whidi 
he appeam to bare be«te^ ibn wemy on 
several point?, was aaddenly tai99inii^ by m 
inyitation to » ball at Madrid, and that at n 
time when iiie mieeess of tk^ An^iliame in tbe 
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North jrequired a push to be made on all sides 
to improve the advantage. Returned frotii 
Madrid, his first object was to set on foot a 
marriage between the young Queen and the 
son of l)on CarloS''--a proposal which when it 
was rejected by the winning party, has vainly 
been attempted to be passed off as a false re- 
port. The only ministry which was calculated 
to benefit the country he has contrived to 
upsetj and now he and Isturitz go hand in 
hand in the task of securing the regeneration 
of Spain» 

Who that witnesses these scenes of intrigue 
and profligacy at Madrid, can feel concerned 
if un beau matin the Carlists were to march 
upon the capital and annihilate the govern- 
ment which has so long possessed the power, 
but wanted the coui^age to put an end to the 
war. ^^ La poire n' est pas encore mUre,** as 
Napoleon was fond of saying ; but its matu-> 
rity will certainly be hastened if such an event 
as has just been alluded to should take place. 
As the fear of a foreign or domestic enemy 
was more or less strong during the times of 



BH1TIS& LBOIOK« 163 

the French republic, so did the iiumber fluc- 
tuate of heads that fell on the scaffold in Paris ; 
and when the succesdes of the Vendeans 
threatened the safety of the <^apital, then was 
the hatred of the ancient government in France 
at its highest pitch. Who shall say, that what 
occurred in France, shall not take place iil 
Spain? Who shall prophesy that the events 
which led to the French l*epublic shall not be 
productive of a revolution as deep, as universal, 
and as lasting in the Peninsula? 

About a mile from Ilarraza, and at some 
distance from the high-road, is the little 
village of Cerio, which, standing on a small 
eminence protecting the flank of the line of 
villages occupied by the British, was garri- 
soned by the right wing of the 1st Regiment, 
while the left remained in their old quarters. 
As the company to which I belonged was of 
the right wing, I was obliged to endure a re- 
moval from the lodgings into which I had 
nestled with some degree of comfort, and re- 
commence my search for a billet in the midst 
of all the snow and sleet that attended the 
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mf^Tfik of tbe fpuar lOOfapaaieB into liie vil^ 

Tbe first mgbit or two no bediter bed was to 
be f^^wd tiwi «n pl4 io^eogor &1II of «tniw, 
iiLtpw^Mob I Pf^pt greatly ^ the amufleineiit 
ftf t}i9 p^tTimHy w^o ii» «pite of her raligioiM 
^li^gp, ewld oot}|f)Ip hmtjeg at a pftnaUfil 
pft09ii§;e m S^ptyi^e Wrt^ry, wd lnngbiog ftt 
tjbe wnt?9N^ Vi^tw^^ t^e ^ly babe tendmlad 
with 4 gloiy, ^ the re^-eoeled £Agl)fia»w 
in a white nigl^tfap, h friend of nuDie whi^ 
w«a m^re wucpeerf^l fn Im hairt »fter gqod 
qp^rtei^, i^dte4 we to n litlJte hoHfle oecupied 

by m bowst, f^K^looktog j^mm^ and hi(B 
Iffife, m wbicjbi ih^e wii^ a «i|ii$di rooi» wilii a 
bidd aijt ouf difp^pfil, The people of the hmstt 
Y^at^ mry Ipmd fund ciril, md we in retara 
did all in our power to iwder <wir«elvei 
agreeably ]odfg^Fs. The }ai:ge Am biasing m 
tb^ ^hmmj 0f the kitcbea was an attractkito 
that broftghi us v^ufd it every evwmg fi»r the 
PfUTnoaes of wanniog oar cbiUed fingers aiid 
eookiPg the ratwpm whe» the gpodHoat^red 
wiiple inTOriaWy joined ia the eoprer^tion 



mi allied us^ ta tii^ tctmost 6f ih^it indans in 
proeurh^ tbe uteiisik whichv tbdugfa nquitite 
for tn»^ wtsire not ahrliyft to b€) feuad in the 
deantj haJtieti^ ds cmHne of a S^atdi9& cottdg^ 
A little bFead ciat into' a pkshero fiill of kot 
water ia which a' few pftlts or a smalt preoe of 
pork had ft&^owHj been boiled, fetmed their 
udual erenhig repafest; and. cofib^ aiui et^en 
dbocGlater w€Ere ravUies In wlich they seldbln i£ 
ev6r iiidiilg»d« I i^oodUdt onda tud&ii^ soioe 
eofCeo fior HtyseB!) and heamiBg tbc^ paittma 
ash her hosband with ^me ooriofifity whether 
he waa tei^vainted with the e(}mpogdtib& of 
that bldek mixtuvr^ On hid expressing fai9 
ignoraaee^ I potin^d her oat a eupfbl whaefe 
she tasted with some hesitatioii, and hsudliii^ 
the remainder to hef huebaiid with an ait of 
reliflii, rcmaifked that it t«Uited of bunrt che^^ 
nuts — ^* castahas qtiemadas.** 

Altogether t did not find- thcr Spanidi sd in- 
ttactable in matters of eatings and dfinking aa 
might bd expeebed from their pi^nifiee against 
erery thing foreign. N6 tnnkteer osi; the road 
bat would run after Cheahire (Ateese, or an 
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passed t)ie iiomtr otoat bcNise Atld enleiied Ae 
long m^dy lane teadittg ta Itef^Klsft«. 

** What merry liYes we lead that soldiers t)e,'' 

fhottgltt I, 8^ hmiiilf 8ti{S)^ cAi iHy iMOekli^^ 
and bootfr, I rieeoBe^ted tliat liot a^slogte pi^ 
paration had been itiAde Ib^ tiier iMi^j aad 
that aftf cM^ttef ed garments W€nte lying tfbOut 
the floor, the eiftddle-bags liiijMicbedj A^ 
kitchen fii^ out sind no light Id be got/ k§A 
Mor^ heiMlf ftfst aM^p ixi her stldl. M this 
exitiettity Biir^etistg tiie host and he^tes^v #6 
eMdiAMded Mr g^# mA dkaftelfr to tbeif 
eftr^, itith the ^tsMirmield that #id should teCtrM 
for thefti eady th^ nestttKyrniiig, ^h<Mtgh Ht ihe 
same tiihe we did dot know bnt that #e diighl 
be (Starting for th« dthei* end df SjMiin ; dik} 
begging theffi wHh all Ae Affetif Jon df Sancho 
fbi' hisf Ditppk^td tidce cafe df Moi^, i¥e ^H off 
in pursuit ef ottt <^onipaniesr jus€ asf the r^aN 
gtiia^ y^tMteMixtg the rill^. 

My bdot6 #^d tinkced, fbr it tras iiflpde^ 
sible td^fkstm thetA il^ th<«darknesls dsid hui^^ 
dnd 88 I pliitiged imole'deep info the doldi^ud; 
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one of them stuck fast in a foot-mark, and I 
spent five minutes groping about for it on my 
hands and knees, greatly to the detriment 
of a pair of white gloves which had been put 
on as if for the occasion. The straggling boot 
at length was found, and all wet and slippery 
I thrust my foot into it, and again made off 
for my company, which I overtook as it was 
entering Ilarraza. 

Arrived in the village we found the re- 
mainder of the regiment drawn out on the 
high road, and the Brigadier in a great bustle 
telling off a party of ten to this house, twenty 
to that, pointing out one quarter as the point 
(Vattdque and another as the poini d^appui. 
We discovered that an attack was meditated 
on the cantonments by the Carlists, and that 
we had been recalled from Cerio in order to 
concentrate the forces. A troop of Spanish 
Dragoons was quartered at the time in the 
village, and the Captain hearing of the alarm, 
had begged that a party of infantry might be 
placed in his house to defend the horses. 
Twenty meu were picked out for this service, 

I 
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and I was put in command as being able to 
speak Spanish, whereupon I bid the worthy 
Captain " God save him," and marched off to 
his quarters perfectly satisfied that of all those 
who had been so unceremoniously turned^ out 
of bed at Cerio, I had gained the best billet in 
the village. 

In this confidence I was not mistaken, for 
he led me to the house of the Cnra or village 
priest (reader, if ever thou shouldst make a 
campaign in Spain, or indeed in any country, 
and require a good lodging, ask for the priest's 
house), where I posted a sentry at each win-^ 
dow, and retired to the bed-room with the 
Spanish Captain. He was a tall, handsome, 
aristocratical-looking man, and more like a 
dastiing English cavalry oflicer than any I 
had met in Spain. He asked me a number 
of questions about the difference between 
Spanish and English tactics, and appeared to 
be somewhat struck when I told him that in 
the cavalry we went "threes right" and " threes 
left" as they did. He was very curious as to 
what we thought of the war, and whether in 
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our opinion it was just or unjust. I replied of 
course that we all thought it a base aod in&- 
mous war on the part of Don Carlos, and that 
but for Cordova it would have been long since 
te^inaied. He fully agreed with me in the 
latter particular, and with regard to the general 
character of Spanish officers compared with 
French and English, made use of this remark- 
able expression — " El qfidal Frances i Ingles 
time honor ; el JEspafiol no tiene nada' — 
^' the French and English officer possesses a 
sense of honour; the Spanish has none." 
After answering all his queries to his satisfac- 
tion, he said that the best thing we could do 
would be to go to sleep, to which 1 fully as- 
sented. 

As soon as possible the next day I hastened 
to Cerio, where I found Mora munching a feed 
of Indian com, and everything remaining in 
the bed-room as we had left it. To the honour 
of a Spanish peasant be it ^aid, that although 
he might have betrayed all we had to the Car- 
li^s without the chance of being punished, as 
he could easily excuse himself by saying that 

I 2 
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he was not accountable for the acts of an enemy, 
there was not the smallest thing missing. Im- 
mediately on our leaving the house, he had 
locked up the room, and returned us the 
things next morning without having so mi^ch 
as touched them. 

Previous to the final departure of the Legion 
from Ilarraza, we marched to Guevara, about 
four or five miles distant, to protect the pas- 
sage of Espartero through the defile com- 
manded by the Castle into the country 
neighbouring to Salvatierra. Our regiment 
marched close to the foot of the hill on which 
the Castle is built, and were enabled from its 
position to distinguish the Carlists hard at 
work at a stockade at one extremity, and re- 
pairing the battlements on another face. The 
building is in the Gothic style, and is believed 
to be of some antiquity. 

In consequence of the elevated situation, I 
should think that it was beyond the reach of 
artillery from the base of the hill, and to drag 
the pieces up to the summit, so as to be on a 
level with the Castle, would be an affair of 
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extrieme danger and difficulty in the face of a 
resolute enemy. On approaching near, a 
black flag was hoisted on the highest tower, 
and the workman paused a moment to gaze 
upon the British troops below. We were in 
momentary expectation of a salute of twenty- 
four pounders, being quite within reach of 
cannon from the height, but they continued 
their work without attempting any annoy- 
ance. 

On the 30th of January the Legion quitted 
Ilarraza, and passing through Vitoria, marched 
to Trevifio, a small town situated on the banks 
of the Aya, and about eighteen miles south of 
Vitoria. This town had formerly been garri- 
soned by the Christinos, but in the month of 
May, last year, was stormed by the Carlists, 
led on by Zumalacarr^gui in person, who ad- 
vanced at the head of his men with a hatchet 
in his hand to cut his way through the barri- 
cades thrown across the street. As usually 
happened in cases where the enemy attacked 
with vigour, the Queen's troops retired at the 
flrst onset, and shut themselves up in the forti- 
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fied church, where, of course, there was nothing 
to be done but to surrender as prisoners of war. 
At a time when the firing was rather hot on 
the part of the regular troops, the Carlists 
having gained a footing in the two houses on 
each side of the street, at the further extremity, 
broke through the partition-walls, and thus 
contrived to work their way into the very 
heart of the town, without being exposed to 
the fire of the enemy. The room in which I 
was quartered had two holes recently bricked 
up, in one of the walls, large enough to admit 
a man, and through which the Carlists had 
effected an entrance into the adjoining house. 
Our object in occupying Trevino was to 
hold the town until it could be fortified so as 
to be intrusted to the Spaniards, who, like 
Turks and all bad troops in general, fight best 
behind walls. The town, which is nothing but 
a single street built on the road, was fortified 
by a barricade erected at the postern gate at 
each extremity ; and ahighhill which risesimme- 
diately behind and commands all the silrround- 
ing country, was crowned by a small redoubt 
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01^ breastwork for infantry, while a battery of 
two six or eight pounders was established half- 
way down at an old cemetery- overlooking one 
of the approaches to the town. In front is the 
river Aya^ which though fordable in many 
places, is yet of a rapidity that would greatly 
impede an attacking force, exposed as it would 
be to the battery at the cemetery, and to a 
galling fire of musketry from the opposite line 
of houses. 

The duty here was very hard, and the guards 
and picquets on the hill-top, at the cemetery » 
and elsewhere, innumerable. The three Bri- 
tish regiments took the duty by turns, one of 
them furnishing the &tigue-parties for the 
works the first day, mounting the guards the 
second, and devoting the third day to ma- 
noeuvres and drilling, after which its turn came 
round for working at the fortifications. In this 
manner, superintended by the Spanish en- 
gineers, the town was speedily put into a good 
state of defence, the church' fortified and 
transformed into a citadel, and a covered way 
greeted leading from the church to the ceme- 
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tery, by which the garrison was to retire in 
case of necessity, and make another stand at 
the battery. 

In order to carry on the fortifications with 
greater rapidity, a number of peasant girls 
and men were employed on the hill, whose 
business it was to mix the mortar and carry it 
up to the workmen. Though paid a small sum 
daily for their labour, the service was in some 
measure compulsory, as the Spanish authorities 
were empowered to confine those who refused 
to work when required. I was made aware of 
this fact by remarking one night the absence 
of the old man of the house, and on asking his 
wife the reason, she replied with a laugh, that 
he had turned restive and refused to comply 
with the requisition to work for the good of 
his country, whereupon the alcalde had com- 
mitted him to jail, by way of sharpening his 
patriotism. I offered to use my interest with 
the Spanish captain of engineers, whom I was 
acquainted with, but she appeared to be in no 
hurry to have her liege lord back again, and 
said "by-and-by — all in good time," Two 



BRITISH LEGION. 177 

nights spent in the carceV overcame the old 
gentleman's dislike to engineering, and he at 
length consented to mix and carry the mortar, 
but with a very bad grace, as was apparent 
from his frequent invectives against the Chris- 
tinos, who were troubling him to raise fortifi- 
cations which they had not the courage to 
defend. 

Whenever I was on picquet at the hill-top, I 
used to pass the time in observing the move- 
ments of the peasant girls employed in carry- 
ing up hods of mortar to the redoubt. None 
were above twenty years of age, and several of 
them strikingly handsome, with fine olive-car- 
nation complexions anc^ large sparkling eyes, 
shaded by long, dark, and pencilled eyebrows. 
It certainly moved my heart to compassion to 
see them filling the hods with their delicate fin- 
gers, and toiling up the steep ascent with a 
slow but elastic step. Nevertheless, they ap- 
peared to be inured to the work, and aware of the 
fmitlessness of resistance, submitted to it with 
the greatest cheerfulness, ever and anon start- 
ling the mountain echoes with peals of merry 

i6 
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laughter. Sometiitties one would pause^ and 
testing the hod on her knee, look up with 
an air of good-humoured vexation ^ saying 
•* Mucho trabajo^ pobreoita (much work, poor 
little thing), until disturbed by the clamorous 
demand of the Spanish seijeant for *^ barro ! 
barroT (moTt&t). Occasionally, after emptying 
their hods, two or three gathered together in 
a knot gossiping with one another or with the 
Spanish soldiers at work, and on the first 
approach of the serjeant, would start off to 
their duty with the speed of lightning, joking 
him on his severity as they passed. At sunset 
when the bugle from the town sounded a 
cessation of labour, the signal was hailed 
with wild shouts of delight that mocked the 
clearness of the notes floating up the valley ; 
and throwing aside their implements, they 
darted dowp the mountain side with screams 
of laughter, playing such joyous gambols by 
the way as were a pleasure to behold. Surely 
there is something in southern blood that 
smacks of the juice of the vine. Whoever saw 
our beer-drinking reapers break through 
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the natural pblegm of their tempers in so 
much lightness of heart? 

It was during my stay at Trevifio that I 
witnessed an instance of corporal punishment 
among the Spanish troops. I was looking out 
of my window one morning, and saw in a field 
at some distance two or three companies 
of Spanish infantry drawn up in line. From 
their situation and the silence that pervaded 
the men, I suspected what was going forward, 
and watched to see the event. Presently the 
drummer stept forward and laying his drum 
on the ground in front of the line, a couple of 
soldiers who were standing apart from the 
rest, proceeded to take off their accoutrements, 
and knelt down with their coats on by the 
side of the drum. Upon this about half-a-^ 
dozen men fell out with short sticks in their 
hands, and advancing one by one inflicted five 
or six strokes a-piece between the shoulders of 
the culprits, who after the operation was 
over, very coolly got up, put on their belts> 
and returned to their places in th^ ranks. The 
blows^ though few in number, were g^ven 



180 TWELVE MOlfTHB IN THE 

pretty smartly, as I distinctly heard them from 
a considerable distance ; and when one of the 
men did not strike hard enough, I saw the 
officer go up and give him a cuff on the head 
to make him '^ do his duty." 

Corporal punishment,, though legal in the 
Spanish army, is very seldom resorted to* , 
They used to look with horror on our military 
floggings, and declared that a single instance 
of such punishment on a Spaniard would raise 
a mutiny throughout the whole army. I have 
seen the men, who when excited would not 
hesitate to commit any barbarity, almost cry 
and faint at the sight of a lacerated back and 
bloody lash. 

Shortly after this event the fever, which so 
long had held aloof and let me pass scot-free, 
made a fierce but unsuccessful attack which 
gave me a taste of the sufferings of those who 
were more seriously afflicted. I felt myself 
rather unwell one day towards the close of 
February, after coming off picquet, and awoke 
the next mol*ning in a roaring fever which 
hardly left me strength to tell my servant to 
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go for the doctor. In the interim I took 
a strong dose of calomel at a venture^ and 
awaited the arrival of the doctor with great 
impatience, when I found that he was too 
busily engaged in tne hospital to come just 
then. 

At that time the surgeon of my regiment 
was on the point of death from fever; the as*^ 
sistant-surgeon was at Vitoria with the sick 
that had been left behind, and those of the 
other regiments in garrison at Trevifio were 
either dead or dying. A solitary staff'Surgeon 
was the only one able to do duty, and he had 
his hands so full of business that he could not 
spare time to come and see me for more than 
twelve hours after I was taken ill. As the 
fever increased, I grew more impatient, and 
after sending a dozen times in vain, I in-^ 
timated to him that if he did not choose 
to come immediately I would report him to 
head-quarters, and have him hanged for man- 
slaughter. Upon this he attended, felt my 
pulse, and out of revenge gave me a most 
rattling dose of physic, which had the effect of 
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r^ucing the fever, and the next mornitg I 
found mjrself quite Cool ilnd Well, but so weak 
that I eould hardly crawl teross the room for 
Beveral days after. 

This illness, which I Took upon as a fierce 
attempt of the typhus to add me to its list of 
victims, was the only one I experienced during 
my stay in Spain, and doubtless was solely 
repelled by the strong dose of calomel backed 
by the vigorous measures of the indignant 
doctor. 

Those who heard of my sickness, had al- 
ready booked me as a passenger to the other 
world, and the report went three several times 
to Vitoria that I was dead and buried. . On my 
recovery, I was rallied by my companions, who 
declared that my sickness was the result of 
grief for the death of Mora, who hanged her- 
self in a halter in the stables a few days before 
I was taken ill. I was on guard in the town 
when my little servant came to me with tears 
in his eyes to communicate the sad intelligence 
of her decease, and hastening to the stable^ 
I found poor Mora, who had borne me safely 
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througli all the dangers of Mendijur and 
Arlaban, lying on her back^ with her four 
legs stiff in the air, and the halter tight round 
her neck and entangled in the fore foot. She 
was still warm, and I attempted to resuscitate 
her by running the point of my sword through 
her ear to draw blood, and as a last resource, 
poured a canteenful of aguardiente down her 
throat, but, as the penny-^a^line men say, " all 
our efforts were unavailing, as the vital spark 
was extinct." 



^ 
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CHAPTER VII. 



Join the 9th Begiment. — Its appearance and discipline. — St. Patricia's Day. 
— Foronda. — Dramming oot.-^E]cecntion at Vitoria. — Departure of the 
Legion A*om Vitoria. — Racing on the road. — Ona. — Royal Monaitery. — 
Inscription on the Tombs. — Meditations on a cliff. —Disagreeable bed- 
fellow. — ^Arrival at San Sebastian. 



A FEW days after the events detailed in the 
foregoing chapter, I was promoted to a com- 
pany in the 9th Regiment (Irish) which was 
quartered at Arriaga, within a mile of Vitoria, 
where I joined on the 13th March, after 
passing a day or two in Vitoria to refit and 
buy me another horse. The sickness still 
continued to a terrible extent, and I hurried 
out of the town as soon as possible to breathe 
the purer air of the village, and was much 
struck by the healthy and well-conditioned 
appearance of the men in comparison with 
the English regiments at Trevifio. The Irish 
had contrived to grow fat and prosper upon 
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food that had poisoned the rest of the troops, 
and amid the general sickness of the Legion, 
appeared like an oeisis of health on which it 
was pleasant to dwell. While the men of 
other regiments were crawling about in 
great coats, cooking some miserable frag- 
ments of rations at a smoky fire, the Irish 
were strutting about in the sunshine, playing 
at leap-frog, and pitching stones as if they 
were still among the bogs of the Emerald 
isle. 

The first time I marched my company on 
parade, they fairly walked away from me 
with a vivacity to which I had long been a 
stranger. The manoeuvres, too, were executed 
with a smartness that was perfectly delightful 
after the slow plodding of the sickly English, 
and the " charge" (when we came to it) was 
like a row at Dony brook fair, the fastest 
first, and ** devil take the hindmost," yelling 
and screaming like a parcel of Bedlamites 
broken loose. It was only by dint of threats 
and remonstrances that we at length succeeded 
in taming down the houillanie jeunesse of the 
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Irish brigade to something like the firm^ 
steady, phalanx-like movement of a well-^ 
executed charge of infantry. 

St. Patrick's Day, of course, was celebrated 
with all the usual honours by every Irishman 
in Arrii^. A peseta was given to each man 
to make merry with, on condition that they 
did not exceed the limits of the village ; and 
the drums and fifes paraded up and down the 
road, followed by a confused multitude of 
soldiers dancing and flinging up their caps 
to the tunes of "St. Patrick's Day," and 
" Sprigs of Shilelah/' greatly to the astonish* 
ment of the Spaniards who had walked out 
of town to see what was going forward at 
Arriaga. On this occasion, when there might 
have been some pretext for it, there scarcely 
occurred a single case of drunkenness in a 
battalion of between six and seven hundred 
men, and certainly not one of riot or insub- 
ordination. The guard^house was as clear of 
prisoners the day after as before the holiday. 

On the 20th of March there was a general 
move of the whole Legion, and it was expected 
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that something was going to be done in con- 
junction with Cordova. The 9th and 10th 
Regiments were quartered in ForcHida, a pretty 
little village four miles north of Vitoria on 
the Bilbao road, and the others were scattered 
about m the different hamlets between us and 
the city. Three tottalions of Carlists had 
marched out of Foronda the day before our 
arrival, and ** the king" passed through with 
all his staff only three days before. I asked a 
woman who had seen him, what sort of a per- 
son he was, and she shook her head as if his 
outward appearance did not belie his inward 
graces. 

Foronda was a place that we quitted with 
regret, for the accommodation for troops that 
it afforded was excellent. It was a collection 
of large, detached, stone-built houses, that in 
more peaceable times had evidently belonged 
to country squires who had quitted their abode 
for one of greater security, leaving the houses 
in charge of a peasant and his wife to look 
after the furniture during the time they might 
be occupied by troops: There was a large 
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village-green in front of the church, some<» 
thing in the English style, with a spreading 
tree in one comer, and a broad, shallow river 
murmuring past the church porch, over which 
was a small stonebridge, where on fine spring 
days people were wont to congregate. On 
one side was a ridge of small hills covered 
with heath and fur2e, and abounding in rabbits 
and partridges, and on the other lay fields of 
springing com that extended as far as the 
gates of Vitoria. The walks in the neighbour- 
hood were perfumed with violets that grew in 
abundance in the hedge-bottoms, and together 
with the quantity of cowslips blooming in the 
fields and the sky-larks that for the first time 
in Spain . I had observed singing in the air, 
gave the whole scene a look of England. 

The house in which I and my company were 
quartered was large and commodious, and one 
of the best in the village. The men occupied the 
whole of the apartments with the exception of 
two, one alarge sitting-room containing acouple 
of ancient portraits of a wigged hero in armour 
and a fair lady with powdered hair and a 
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shepherdess's crook, and the other a bed-room 
with the luxuries of a fire-place andtwo very good 
beds* After the habitations of Ilarraza and 
TrevifiOy it was indeed a blessing to get into 
moderately comfortable quarters, and between 
my horse and my company I contrived to pass 
away the time very agreeably at Foronda. 

The enemy continued very quiet during the 
greater part of March and April, and rarely 
molested us with even a false alarm. Occasion* 
ally, three or four lancers would .be seen to 
hover about the hills in the vicinity, but they 
seldom ventured to attack any one, and the 
road to Vitoria was perfectly safe for small 
parties and even single persons. The weather 
was a curious mixture of spring and winter, 
which changed the aspect of the country with 
every variation of temperature. One day the 
sun shone warm and bright, the sky was clear, 
and the flowers were springing up of every 
hue ; the next it was piercingly cold, flooded 
with rain, and the whole country damp, bleak, 
and desolate. 

It was on a day of this li^st description that 
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we plodded orer a number of ploughed fields, 
knee-deep in mod, to witnesB tke ceremony of 
** dramming ont," inflicted on a prhrate of the 
7di Regiment conyicted of lobbery. After 
receiving onl j half the number of laahes to 
which he had been sentenced fay a General 
Court Martial, with a halter roond his neck 
and a loaf of bread in his hands, he was set in 
the road leading to the enemy*8 lines, and dis- 
missed as a fitting recroitto the Carlists. As 
he passed through the ranks of his own rc^- 
ment,he cast a rueful glance on each side at his 
former comrades, who whispered their remem- 
brances to Don Carlos. We watched him as 
he slowly wended on his miserable errand in 
the midst of ihe drizzling rain, until he 
gradually disappeared oyer the brow of a 
neighbouring hill. 

Towards the close of the month of March 
an execution took place in Vitoria, whidi ex- 
cited considerable interest among the troops 
and inhabitants on account of the singular cir- 
cumstances attending the case. A baker 
named Jose d'Elozegui, who I believe had 
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furnished the rations of bread for the army from 
the time of its leaving San Sebastian, had been 
bribed by the Carlists to incite the British 
L^ipn to desertion. He had already prevailed 
upon several individuals to decamp, when he 
was caught together with another Spaniard in 
the act of conducting a party of British Lan* 
cers to the enemy's lines. The two traitors 
were tried by a Spanish Court, and condemned 
to be strangled in the public square by means 
of an iron ring that contracts with a screw. 
The instrument is called garrote^ and the 
punishment is looked upon as purely civil, like 
that of hanging in England. 

Out of curiosity I determined to witness the 
scene, and in company with several other 
officers set off on horseback to Vitoria, where 
we found a crowd assembling, and the scaffold 
in the process of being erected. The 2nd 
Regiment of Lancers held the ground on one side 
of the square, and the Rifles and 3rd Grenadiers 
occupied the remainder. The windows of the 
houses were filled with spectators, and the 
^teps of the church at one extremity of the 
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opening lined with Chapelgorris and soldiers 
off duty, who gathered in knots on the tops of 
walls and on every spot that afforded an inch 
of footing. I noticed that with the exception 
of a few women of the lowest class, not a female 
was discernible in the crowd. The scaffold 
consisted of a small elevated platform, through 
which were driven a couple of posts at the 
distance of a few feet apart. At the bottom of 
each was a small wooden stool on which the 
culprit sat, with his back leaning against the 
upright post. A small iron ring was let into 
the floor, through which was drawn a piece 
of rope to tie the feet of the condemned. 

The execution was to take place at three 
o'clock. A few minutes before the time, the 
two executioners arrived dressed in black, 
and after making the necessary preparations 
and laying the fatal garrote on the scaffold, 
together with a large white handkerchief, 
descended the steps mounting to the platform, 
and with folded arms walked silently up and 
down the square in expectation of the signal. 

Being on hprseback, I placed myself behind 
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the ranks of the soldiers andedgedmy way tothe 
scaffold, where I had a plain view of the whole 
of the proceedings. The silent expectation of the 
vast concourse was growing somewhat oppres- 
siye, when the church clock struck three, and 
a strange qualm passed over me as the distant 
tap of the drum announced the approach of the 
condemned. Gradually the sound grew louder, 
and a file of glittering bayonets waving to and 
fro with the short measured steps of the sol- 
diers, marked the approach of the cortege as 
it threaded its way ^^th difficulty through the 
dense multitude. At length it emerged into 
the open square^ and the persons of the culprits 
became visible. They walked bare-headed 
between two priests, with their hands devoutly 
crossed and holding a book, in which they read 
without evincing any emotion at the sight of 
the apparatus of death. Arrived at the foot 
of the steps, they halted, and turning their 
backs to the scaffold, appeared engaged in 
fervent prayer, in which both of the execu- 
tioners joined with uplifted hands. The baker, 
a pale good-looking man, was the first to 

K 
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mount the ladder, Vhich he did With It slo^ 
but decided step, and sitting doWh on i>&iB of 
the stools, kissed two or th^ee t!m($8 'h Vsct^ 
wooden chicifix presented to hiln^jr It^lt^t 
friar, who looked the very itnag^ of iji fainiliftl^ 
of the ancieftt Itiqtdsitidn. One of the efjeisn* 
lioners approached, "and tSkkn^^ff'fhe'tolprtt-s 
cravat, opened the bi^skgft 6f Us Vai^tCMI, ^saA 
placed the irdn r&% ^b Im to ^libircle his ^ti^k 
and the post, thie loog handle df the ilci^W 
projecting behind within redch of tfaie ift8si«tl^t, 
who stood ready to tui^ it at the given sigiial. 
For the first time, the unhappy pHsonerbet^^fed 
a slight emotion as hie Mt fhe <x>ld iroli^l As^hig 
his neck, and a flush pfti^ied ore)* his fofefadlEtti, 
which instantly vanished -feihd Idt him deiEtdhjr 
pale. necoveHng faim^lf, he kissed the ci*dto 
with fervency, and the dhief eii^utioner hid- 
ing his face With the white h&ndker<shi^,'gtV6 
the s^^l to the othclr. Two twists ^t the 
Hcrew contracting the 'ring tb hSaXf its fbrdi^i* 
l^ircumfisrence -^ a slight trembling in the 
fingers and a heaving ^f the ^h^t^and ftU 
Was over. A loud Fiva / Aoin th^'Stti^oUBdii% 



gMietf r&kt the Air^ «fld cmu&i % vityVmt 
fifadUhar in ihe t«iMiiiiDg rktini, who witii 
clasped hands and averted eyes was f epeating 
kin JPmet-nmttr "wSlii it rapidity that 49howed 
his ti«pid»lSK>&« 

It IMS n^dott tbut he w»i holcUng out for 
1% by i^pcaldd )^Hty«ri, vnd the aeene became 
diipitiiigly ^aliiAiL GM&siion after con- 
itaMton he ]piMB«d iftto the eair of tl^ priest, 
ttd mude ^^ sticc^ed^ revt^lation the 

iMialfi of fi^iltiifeg out th% tttne. In «pite of 
nil kb %fttttH Ac &tal momtet arrived when 
hifi^niye^s irap^ f<«|)Clit^ and nothing fur&er 
)dft to ^nfei^. Aided by the Cxecntioner he 
IdOllSitcd the scttSbld with a fakenng gait, and 
shutting his eyes lo^VOid the sight of the dead 
body of his comptoioto^ he stfe^ed faeosiself to 
be led to Ate retnaiiiifig stool^ where his feet 
were made fi6t %0 l!he ring as in the preceding 
iwtiaice. ¥rheti the tetfiimeiA was put round 
his neck, his fiAtmeis agiiin seemed to give 
way, and he made n sigft to the priest to come 
up to receivt^ hi6 lairt words. A sudden turn 
0f the srapew eut him short, and he expired 

k2 
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instantaneouslj, when a second Fival long, 
loud, and triumphant, burst from the assembled 
multitude. 

I was surprised to see what little alteration 
was visible in the countenances of the deceased 
after the operation. When the handkerchief 
was removed, there was at first in both of them 
a slight purple flush, similar to that arising 
from intoxication, which, however, quickly 
passed away, and left their faces of the natural 
complexion. There was no distortion of fea- 
ture, and the only thing that distinguished 
them from persons calmly sleeping in a chair 
was the fixed rigidity of the muscles, together 
with an unusual protuberance of the chest 
caused by the pressure of the ring. 

The moment the execution was over, there 
was a general hum all over the square of pent- 
up feelings finding a relief from the unnatural 
excitation of the scene, and the lancers spurring 
forward with a grateful clang of arms and iron 
hoofs, rode one by one past the foot of the 
scafibld, and followed by the masses of infantry , 
trooped briskly through the gate of the square. 



BRITISH LEOIOy. 197 

Our stay in the neighbourhood of Vitoria 
was not of long duration after this. The plan 
of campaign with which Cordova had been 
amusing us for the last five months, at length 
turned out to be nothing, and General Evans 
came to the determination to trust to his own 
resources, and act independently of a Com- 
mander-in-Chief whose conduct had been 
marked by such infirmity of purpose. It was 
with the greatest joy that we heard of this re- 
solution, and the hopes of leaving Vitoria 
tended greatly to raise the spirits and recruit 
thie health of the Legion. On all hands pre- 
parations for the march were made with an 
alacrity that proved to the Spanish General 
and the inhospitable town of Vitoria, that any 
delay in the departure of the Legion would 
not arise from unwillingness to leave them. 
San Sebastian was announced to be our place 
of destination, and the road to Santander was 
pointed out as the route to be adopted by the 
Legion. 

The Light Brigade, under Colonel Tupper, 
set out a day or two before the Irish, who fol- 
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lowed QA tb« Idtik «f Apiil pMsivgr thdough 

Sottcillei, aii4 Aktdm to Saotrader, iiiihtTi» 
eiBHy of whiok w%liiltdl w Ae 2l9l. Vm 
weatker, wiiieh previow to owdtpttrtni^luid 
been veijr iiiiifiiTQiirable» 9iiddiii]b{r dearod up 
sand ooBtiouf d bMutifoUjfiaa duiag ibe irbote 
of the laareh. 

On entering Yitoria from FoMOida, thaBvi- 
gade formed into open aftlTwnna of tttb^TisibiM^ 
and mardbted througb iba tovra irith the gnnV 
e9t $teadmes9 and riigiilarify. On finally clenr- 
ing Uie Santa Qara gata^ ibQ Insh raioed It 
siwnltaneous yaU of MlwfiiQtifft and nproaab 
vUchtold the drowsy inhabilanta of ihair dar 
partoTQ. If anytfiing QQ^d mQT9 tb^ir «|«tby» 
HvxAk an ^^pcesfipn of ddi|^ ym w^U <«toi^ 
lated to haT9 that c^feQt. W% had mtared 
Vitoria a fine aroAy ; we quitted it ania^iibte 
and sickly remnant. A tbouci^nd gallant inm» 
who four nK)nihs ago were fnll of life and bopt^ 
slept under the sod of the plains, and numbw^ 
yet remained in the hoepitalSy lahourii^ wider 
the ciSi^ts of the fev^r • Thouie tbftt bi^d e«q«ped> 
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were. ]ww^ the tmhi of tbeir bnetbiien^ m^ 
m tbey qt^W^d die tfmn. th^ ^^shopk Qff tb^ 
duiitfitoia tiMiir&et £^r ^tastiiqi^ag^^i^tit/' 
Otur nowte lnjs tlkpou^ nearly fli^ iame 
l^Nusea tlmt I b»d previwsljg yisitQd lA tbe 
wi^Btli of Novemhei^, ^h the ei^ei^ibion of 
iSiiigQif whi^ we <iY%idedr Ify atnl^ off to 

the northward before reaching Brivi^Qeef. A^^ 
vo^ Wf«R HQl p?ci9M fejr tim^ we^ if>Qk the 
Slater <Hi(0Jtly^ Hid g^eiR^Uy m^ wt at two 
Q'«loekin 1^9IOf4^g»9iar<)]||ilSQ» eii average 

loiiger 6^e thm imwl <»ie. day i^ order to 
littiFe a halt or aimt ti^ DfH^t Inth^mmB^r 
we got m if^ry pl«ift3fl^ly, the Birig^ co^t 
sisting of the 7th, 9th and IQtll Bt^iments, 
iiroeeoding QA thc^reiid uieQluiwa of fouir d^p, 
nlt^mMif riglil ii»d kit i» fipont each sji^f^t 
tt^eday. 

The bot blipfujli of titei Iri^b 9Acipi&ated itself 
on tim e^eoaion m ^bq^jpatet ei^rta to. o«tf 
mareh outer auoH^er, the leadiug Re^^ent 
etapping o«t to. leave tfce others iii th^ reair. 
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which on its part manfully preserved its 
compactness with the colmnn, hailing every 
repeated check given to the front by the 
inequalities of the ground, with ' loud 
cheers and cries of ** More power to the 
7th ! — more power to the Munstermen ! " — as 
their respective Regiments gained upon their 
opponents. 

I do not know whether this mode of pro- 
ceeding would have been approved of by a 
rigid disciplinarian; but the stages were in 
general so short, and the cheers of the men 
so invigorating after the groans of sickness at 
Vitoria, that it was passed over, and the ** sprigs 
of shilelah," tacitly permitted to race on to 
the end of the chapter. 

Being required in General Orders to be as 
little encumbered with baggage as possible, I 
left my portmanteaus in Vitoria, and took 
nothing but a small valise, with a shirt or two 
and a pair of socks, strapped to the crupper of 
the saddle, on the horse I had bought when 
leaving Trevifio. I should have got on very 
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well had I not been troubled with a bag full 
o£ pesetas and dollars for the payment of the 
company, which so much increased the weight 
of the valise, that it speedily established '' a 
raw " on my horse's back, and I was obliged to 
fasten it on the elevated pummel of the awk- 
ward Spanish saddle. Passing over some 
broken ground, the saddle turned round and 
landed me at the feet of the whole Brigade ; 
hastily re-mounting, the heavy valise swung it 
to the other side, and flung me into a furze- 
bush, by way of " making the balance true." 
Smarting with the prickles, I was on the point 
of pitching the bag to the devil, when I was 
overtaken by a straggler of the rear- guard to 
whom I entrusted the valise with the company's 
money, and the promise of h peseta if he car- 
ried it safely to the end of the march ; which 
was duly fulfilled on his putting it unopened 
into my hands that evening. 

Among the places I had not visited on my 
former march from Santander, we passed 
through Ofia, a town of some note and great 

K 5 
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antiquity, situated on a braiich of the EbrcH 
and remarkable for the beauty of the seen^rjp 
and its royal monaBtery, in which are intefped 
some of the ancient Ungs of Castile. The 
outside of the building, like most that I haT« 
seen in Spain, possesses nothing yery eoai^ 
mendable about it, being of a stragglii^i 
irregular form, and oomposed of plain brick 
and plaster with heavy tiled roofs and over* 
hanging eaves. The interior, howeirer, espe4 
eially of the court leading to the diapel, and 
of the chapel itself^ is very beautiful; Ab 
former being remarkable for its fine gothic 
cloisters, with fretted stone«work between the 
arches, forming wreaths ^nd figures entwined 
with ^* slender shafts of shapely stone.** 

In this court, on the side nearest the chfipel, 
are several ancient tombs inclosing the bc»ies 
of bishops and warriors whose memory has 
passed away with their generation, but whose 
tombs remain a monument of gothie taste and 
sculpture. There is nothing which ddights 
me more than musing over antique sepulchres^ 



j^okiiig 9hont Ae car^d ]Mi^|i§% aj^i slipping 
up the crumbs of history %}i^ faU &p|Kk the 
sftstoB I sad gi!ea% w^ ^^ i^i«^ m^\^\ " of 
the Aiiatrtan Jage9lb dirtl^s^d $t 1^5 not 
tetuvsmg home ta ibft hoikd fml m^ Q^lri>age, 
whieb ha deelas^ wei^ spmlii^ ^ilQ I was 
spendiag wji^ limci oj«!f r irh9^ ^ pi^&i^ely 
eaUed *^ an 0ld bcei fidl ©f VJi^Qp's du^t" 

I aould Mjr hdp tbk^yoig what ^ plao^ this 
liioitld b%TQ h^aa fdf Qeyv^te^f tp hj^v^ 
deaerihad bh bfW m mor^mr^ over, in t^s^t 
mixt strain of di^ peptifiei^t s^i^d sarcastic 
pteaaantfj!, thai obftl^teriss^ th? fs^mous 
qi6fich m the bradful of a^pi^ih^*^ jP4cAo«g^ 

muiguea pummKm mmkf^ d^ cfor^^^,'" 

Here are a couple of the inscriptions, which 
derive s^n iiitergat: from the tipa^s of which 

^^ Aqui yazin^ bl Combs S. Ai^VAso 
Salvadores, y su hug D. Salvador : 

CqNDE^i D£ BuRBBA. FtJERpN MUERTOS 

Bsr UN^ ^AT4^H ^P^ ^P^ MoRos, en 

flBMPO DBi. RbT D. FeBN41f I>0 gL M4<?^0, 
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A DIEZ D£ AgOSTO DEL ANO DB MIL Y 
TREINTA Y SIETE.*** 

This is inscribed in black letter on a shield 
at the bottom of the niche or aloove in which 
the marble tomb is placed. The other is 
engraved in the same manner, and rons thas :- — 

'^ Aqui yace el noble Cabellero D. 
GuLiERRE Rodriguez de Toledo. Ca* 
marero del Sr. Conde D. Sancho Gar- 
cia. FuNDADOR DB BSTE Rl. MONASTERIO: 
MURIO A OCHO DE NoVIEMBBE DEL ANO 
DE MIL Y VEINTE Y SIETE."t 

The monastery is dedicated to San Salva- 
dor, and formerly possessed an immense tract 
of land in the neighbourhood, which in these 
times of Church Reform has been sadly pared 

* ** Here lie the Count Doa Alvaro Salvadores^ and 
his son^ Don Salvador, Counts of Bur^ba. They were 
slain in a battle with the Moors in the time of Kin|r 
Ferdinand the Great, on the 10th of August, of the 
year 1037." 

t ''Here lies the noble Cairalier, Don Gulierre 
Rodriguez of Toledo, Chamberlain to the Count Don 
Sancho Garcia, and Founder of this Royal Monastery. 
He died on the 8th of Noyember, of the year 1027.'' 
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down and curtailed of its fair proportions. The 
monks have all deserted the building-^some 
trooping with the Carlists^ and others be- 
taking themselves to France and Italy — 
leaving the vaulted apartments and long cor- 
ridors standing vacant and desolate. 

The carved oaken door of the chapel I at 
first found locked, but peeping through the 
key-hole, my curiosity was greatly excited 
by the splendour of the silver organ with its 
horizontal row of trumpet-like pipes. A 
cortege of brigadiers and colonels being about 
to visit the interior, I slipped in among the rest, 
and with them surveyed the whole of the mag- 
nificent chapel. The building itself is nothing 
very . remarkable, being plain yellow-wastied 
walls and arched roofs, with small shafts of 
stone springing up the sides and joining in a 
rosette in the centre of the vault ; but the 
ornamental wood-work, the gorgeous painted 
windows^ — 

** Innumerable of stidns and splendid dyes« 

As are the tiger-moth's deep-damask'd wings''-^ 

and the four oaken sepulchres of the Castilian 



900 Twsi*T« nomw tt »fi 

geM , give aa fdr of s^k^m i pa gn i ^ conce te 4# 
Twllcd ai»le» of the mooasti^ ctuipd. Inow 
of ilieae ridily^wwked coftii^ ia% depoatad 
the rwiaiM of Jk» Sfoioiio IV, killed with 
the stroke ol a faince nl th« t»hiig of Zani^pa, 
A. p. lOiil. 

Ficau the chapel we passed thi^ugh a smaU 
door i»tQ A Ififge chamber I hung romd ^th 
portmits f^ Bateli <»i}7 tp he. diit in g whed 
from inne WQther hy the leig& of beavd. 
Thare w^^re oeyend oil'tpmntiiige of s^lgeelt 
frofni SQiiptfuret whieh the Spaaiah elerk who 
flhow^ Urn plaoe seemed to thmk very floe, 
h«^ whidi 1^ reality waie pot omah to hoasi 
oft WcqH 9i few m^l wd eyidmtly laod^B 
pawti^gs iq the paimeb ef the n)om, which 
w^re d$9a in a %ht shetchj style, with mofe 
r^iM^ to shadow wd pertpeetiYe thao is 
f^inid ip t}^ ^wrality of Bpanish ehoieh 
pictures. For the most part they are mepe 
daubs, rcM)\4i?iQg[ the Qaipes t^ hp wntten 
und^peath m ofder to distingalsh the Vii^n 
fron the Magi at her feet. 



teayijig the rpyal mwa^t^ of Qgft, I 

d«i0p9itche4 my long^oglfct^ diiuMirt md m 

qampti;Dy with a friend^ sUt^ll<id q^t of th^ 
tQWB for a walk. Pw»»g libTWg^i 9t rufei§4 
archway overgrown with grtm wi wall^ 
flQwer9, we s^imtqr^cl aJpUg the lmk9 rf th^ 
JQhro that ran foaming apd dftBhi^g api^iBig th^ 
stones of its rocky bed^ till w^ e^m^ tp a Io% 
qliff rising abruptly from th^ rfia4 aid^ and 
cpmmandiQg a ^ew of th^ town* The stony 
QOi(npositiQn of thp ^UIF wii§ st^dpd with 
patches of furs^ci ai^ heath, fmd as we 
SQrambled up oq hands wA kneef » the redf 
legged partridges flii^h^d frpm the cpv^r and 
gave tokm pf thf) game in the a^acent wilds. 
Arrived nearly at thei sunpnit, we found a soft 
of natural grpttp ea^cavated in the rook* wi 
offering a renting plaee for pur w^ary feet. 
We sat dpwn^ and fifon^ it enjoyed a mpst 
bfiautiful panpraina pf the surrounding Q^^n^ 
try. 

In the yalley b^low lay thfl ancient town of 
Ofia, with its royal wpni»t^ry and antique 
hpusps ; around were ^uins pf h^athicpv^^d 
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moontains, their dark sides touched with 
golden light, and through the valley wound 
the in&nt Ebro like a silver thread upon a 
sable robe of velvet ; while the distant tolling of 
the vesper bell from a solitary hermitage on 
the mountain side, mingled with the bleating 
of goats descending from the hills to sleep in 
the pastures below. 

We thought of knights in armour, for there 
were the tombs in which their bones reposed ; 
of chaunting priests and holy monks, for the 
hermitage and the monastery still remained 
though the owners had passed away ; we 
thought of ancient Spain, her power and 
greatness, for we were in Old Castile and on 
the banks of the Ebro ; of modem Spain, her 
decline and fall, for of these we had every^ 
where borne witness. We thought of. every- 
thing that was, and is, and will be, when 
" Misty evening this — ^hem !*' from a new-comer 
who had scrambled up to our position, recalled 
our scattered thoughts and sent us to our 
billets to prepare for the next day^s march. 

Much as I was delighted with Ofia for 
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its antiquity and lofty associations, I was 
thoroughly disgusted with it on the score of 
cleanliness and comfort. The lodgings occu- 
pied by two other officers and myself were 
miserable in the extreme, but discovering that 
there was another room in the house some- 
what better than the first, we found our way 
into it, and made up our minds to sleep in 
the patron's best bed-room. The. old gentle- 
man appeared uneasy at this, and taking me 
aside with an air of great seriousness^ informed 
me in a whisper that he had one thing of 
importance to communicate, and that was, 
that he and all his kin were afflicted with 
sarnoy (itch)« and as they slept in those beds he 
would not answer for the consequences should 
we persevere in our rash design ; he therefore 
hoped that we would be content with the 
other room, on the beds of which should be 
spread " sabanas limpitas " — " nice clean 
sheets." 

This awful annunciation he confirmed by 
showing me his hands which were in a 
horrible state, and his poor little daughter 
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esp^Iajmad with a Uok of ^^ctvtme wh&fy 
'* NtMitros nos cmmfms^^ mkqis pm ¥Aa, for* 
^Uff^^^^'^Wef iMre wte& iqp> sir, witl^ thJui 
^thj tki9g«" They told vo^ Umt tkqr l4ld 
iWlglit ii thf^ week(% WofQ from sobg^ 
^^HJiJIflh gqldieiis billeted qb tl;i^. hooae^ by 
SD^ere^y I^tsi^ % elpak. <m ibe becUeloihee 
wl^Ji lia4 bees n^sed. 

I waf wmk strotik by tb« ^^ffiify with 
wbieh d^^ old patron ifM me of bi» oa]aim^» 
vaA tbe QH^ty bo, esspraned \^ we shoald 
dkteh tbe infectioft. We beat a f^peedy retreat 
from tbd inaidloi^ aparte^t» and in spite of 
^. '' ^abimm Un^^tm *" f<^ very ticklish and 
urritabie al) «igbt and, indeed, for ^eYeral 
days; a|ter» until the period had elapsed in 
wbi^ the plogu^ pugbt be expected to maBi<* 

Qto. 007 tmval at Santander on, the SIst of 
April, it was found that the Light Brigade 
had already embarked for San Sebftltiank 
living ona steamer whi^ was abto to carry 
a winy of onr regjlfumt, together with a 
fi^w stragglers belwging to those that had 



^mbirfefd wil^ {^w ofrnftm^^ ol the: 9^ oS 

yfAifih mjimn wa* o»^ Jttl4 r^ftrfiM Sa» S^fen^ 

Im^, ilm f?cpe^tiQ9 of I), g^a^^ 9i^n 

I^teUty erf? Sail 9e^a9tkP »tiU 4welt ift ^r 
m^Qioa^e^, to4 w^ 1h^14 the vell^kiiiQw^ 
09^tk an4 Jightfeom^e stm^^ig np »^ tfe§ ^ 
^iMe Uk^wMSi Ii?ieft4f. tlQ gwet iis on et«? 
P9liir». B^i fe? dif^Ten^ W9» tjie Mpedb of 
1^ town. if<m that whMsh w^temed u# ia Ju]^ 
luat yeajPf Nq 8al^t^ |ppi» t)ie ^ji^tfe-^M 
rii^i^ of b^Us-^iia tfit^ frQm the ^9€3aaWe4 
multitude on. tfe^ Ij^t^ri^; ncrfhiog butHQW 
and then ei 9hntl Cfy aQ^Qpip«|aH^ by a pa^F^ 
ing shot from the white-capped Carlists on the 
distant lines, as they beheld the barges landing 
the ^^ Ingleses," The quays were heaped up 
with turf through which the cannons grimly 
peered through their grassy embrasures ; the 
streets were filled with barricades which cer- 
tain reminiscences of 1830 told me were d 
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la Parisimne ; half the shops were shut and 
deserted, and most of the glass windows, 
shivered by the explosion of shells, were 
patched up with brown paper, or stuffed with 
an old petticoat fluttering mournfully in the 
breeze. The Plaza Nueva was deserted by all 
but lounging soldiers, and the serenading of 
bands and guitars had given place to the 
booming of guns on the battery as they 
opened on the enemy's lines. The greater 
part of the inhabitants had fled to St. Jean 
de Luz and Bayonne, and with them vanished 
the flowing mantilla and the sparkling eye. 
My ancient billet was tenantless, and a great 
hole in the roof marked the entrance of a 
Carlist bomb into my former bed-room. Tbe 
glory had departed from San Sebastian ! 
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CHAPTER VIII. 



Description of San Sebastian and the Carlist lines— San Francisco — 
Firing or tbe Batteries— Accident with a Howitxer— Sharp«hooting with 
a Carlist— Action of the 5th. of May— Bravery of a Spanish Captain- 
Loss in Killed and Wounded on both sides— Remarlcs on the Action- 
Treachery of Cordova. 



The town of San Sebastian, of small extent 
but strongly fortified, is situated at the foot of 
a^high conical hill, on the summit of which is 
the castle ; and washed by the river Urumea 
on the east, and the waters of the harbour on 
the west, stands on a narrow tongue of land 
running north and south, the western shore 
of which, sweeping round in a deep and ex- 
tended curve, forms the bay, flanked at its 
farthest extremity by a lighthouse on a hill, 
nearly opposite in its position to that of the 
castle. These two eminences about musket- 
shot from each other, form the entrance to the 
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bay, which is moreoyer protected by the small 
rocky island of Santa Clara, placed almost 
exactly in the middle of the outlet. 

At the bottom of the bay, and close to the 
water's edge stood the isolated convent of 
Nuestra Sefiora de la Antigua, held and forti- 
fied by the Carlists ; and a few hundred yards 
naar^ thAtowUjim the high road^ that of San 
BiiYtotbm^, occupied by the Chapelgorris, and 
forming the extreme outpost of the QtteeA's 
army. 

Inanediately -bdiifid these two buildings, 
thd^e riiWBs a treble rem- (rf hills covered wifJi 
grass, extending in the shape t)f a ^resisent 
ftam San Bartolom6 on ikt east, to wiihin a 
Ifaoti distance of the lighthouse on the West, 
froto *trhich, howetea*, it is divided by a dWJp 
ravine running in a transverse direction, 
pretty nearly at right angles. Each ridge is 
d^arated by a deep ^^ley, fSie dtstani^e luslMs 
which at its greatest extent, fto)Si the Hgf^ bf 
one ridge to ihat of the other, lA somewhat teis 
than half mui^^ Adt . The eastern extremity 
of these gigantic trenched, whidi formed the 



right e{ tte eaer&fs |>osMdn^ fe te^toi&ftted in 
ma abrupt pi'eeipiee ^pt^ashtgd at %be fi)ot % tte 
Urumiea ; itad thte l^restefn i^ t^iide^d hite^ 
cessible by the fAvine nes^ the liglfthoose, li^ , 
tii« bottatn'4E>f irhieh iB a d^p ^6l«s^. tlie o^ly 
^ay^ therefore of clearmg th^ee hills is either 
to «fblIow Ae high road leading to Hemani, ot 
to takiieh straight across th^in^ iBC^mMing 
bvet giEirdM Mtalls and leaping dit^es in the 
way. A glance lat the natnre of the ground 
i^aws the imposBibiliiy of turning the positions 
in the £i^ of a powerful and determined 
i^nemy. 

Alo!^ the summits of these ridg^. Were 
sp)*inkled at irregular distances, a number of 
si^all country houses, strongly fort^dandloop^ 
holed, thegardeu Walls of Which werecontihued 
by bi^astworksofsod, eartfa,'and stones, rttnning 
Crdm one to another along the Whole ettent of 
the crest, Itnd Which were strengthened on the 
extl^me left of the third or last line by a 
l^doubt conttiining a twenty-four pouhder. 
In the middle of the first line, Was the remntttlt 
of a windmill, which fdrtified Withditfehes^attd 
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parapets, fonned the centre of the Carlkt 
position; and a little nearer their right was a 
battery of two or three pieces of artillery, one 
of which was a long thirty-dz pounder. 

The Convent of San Francisco on the oppo- 
site bank of theUnunea, was entrenched by the 
enemy, and the wooden bridge across the river 
broken down, soas to leave nothing but a iete de 
pont of stone on each side, which was converted 
by the respective parties into a sort of bastion 
from which a stragglmg fire of musketry was 
kept up throughout the day between the two 
posts. Our ancient paseo was covered with 
working parties of Carlists, who had cut 
the branches of the trees to form works 
and barricades, and I could see a com- 
pany of White CSaps billeting themselves at 
my old Basque woman's tabema where I 
had so frequently breakfiisted, sheltered firom 
the sun like Jonah under his gourd. The 
neighbouring hills over which we had so 
often trudged in our early marches, had a 
quiet, inaccessible look which proclaimed the 
presence of an enemy. The only piece of 
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ground without the town which we could call 
our own, was the glacis between the city-gates 
and San Bartolome, and even here we were not 
out of the reach of musketry from the heights 
or from the opposite shore of the river. The 
town altogether before our arrival was as 
closely kaguered as a town could be, and in 
daily expectation of a bombardment. All 
communication with the interior was cut off, 
and provisions were brought by sea from 
France. Everything was in a state that could 
not last, and it was evident that the town 
must fall, unless effort was made to break the 
enemy's lines and give it breathing-room. 

For several days after our arrival, the 
principal amusement of the place was, to 
mount the batteries, and watch the effect of 
the cannonade directed against the lines and 
the Convent of San Francisco on the other 
side of the river, where the enemy were con- 
tinually employed in digging trenches and 
erecting mounds among the sand-hills. To 
this they made no other reply than by oc- 
casionally firing a musket, the ba]l of which 

L 
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would wfaizz over the btttdeiiieiits, and strike 
against the heaps of sod placed in the hatteiy 
as a pTecaniion against bomhs. In general, 
howevor, fliey worked awaj with great reso* 
Intion, waving their caps at each disdiarge 
and dancing abont like madmen on the top of 
the parapet* Now and then a shell was tried 
with better eflfect, and when it Ml into die 
trenches where the workmen were employed, 
it rarely fiiiled to do execution, as mi^t be 
seen by the knot that gathered ronnd some 
unfortunate that was carried off. 

The Spanish artillery officers did not fire 
badly with their twelves and twenty-fonrs, but 
were no great hands at bombs and howitzers. 
One day an accident occurred which was- a 
somewhat unpleasant illustration of the'* en- 
gineer hoist with his own petard." A small 
howitzer was dragged up to an embrasure, 
where the elevation was taken without due 
regard for a large iron twenty-£6ttr-pounder 
standing before it. The consequence wis, that 
when the match was applied, the shell struck 
the breech of the cannon, and glancing off in 
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a lateral direction, elxploded in the embrasure. 
The force of the explosion loosened a number 
of the stones of the wall, and a square inch of 
iron struck a Spanish oflSicer standing next to 
me, and inflicted a considerable wound on the 
temple from which the blood trickled down 
in streams on the pavement. This accident 
gave me a rather unfavourable impression of 
the skill of Spanish officers in firing howitzers, 
and ever after I took care to keep at a re- 
spectful distance from them when engaged in* 
the operation. 

This plan of firing shot and shell at indi- 
viduals working in the trenches, was useless 
except as practice for the gunners, and must 
have been attended with vast expense. Every 
bomb, I was told, cost the Queen sixteen 
dollars, and this at a time when she could not 
spare a peseta to pay her well-beloved 
Auxiliaries. The practice at length was 
dropped, and the rifle company of the 10th, 
was posted on our side of the bridge to clear 
the opposite shore of skirmishers, a duty which 
Aey performed so effectually, that not a single 

L 2 
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Corlist ventured to show his head above the 
barricades on the other side. Sometimes, in«- 
deed, they used to creep dose to the jncqnet- 
house under cover of the sand«hills in firont of 
San Francisco, from whence they fired at 
our men near the bridge and on the batteries ; 
but little mischief was done, and it was more 
by way of pastime to relieve the dull monotony 
of the blockade. 

One morning I found the Lieutenant-General 
at the barricade, with some of his staff who 
were amusing themselves by firing at the 
Carlists across the river. I borrowed a rifle 
from one of the men, and engaged in a trial 
of skill as a marksman with one of the Carlists 
who had approached nearer than the rest, and 
was burrowing in the sand like a rabbit. The 
moment I caught a glimpse of his cap peering 
above the sand, I fired, and before I could 
completely hide myself behind the wall, flash! 
went his musket in the distance, followed by 
the report and the ball which whizzed a few 
feet over my head. In this way we played at 
bo-peep for some time, without damage on 
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either side. None bat a ^/ Leather-stocking" 
could have done execution at such a prudent 
distance. 

Returning from the bridge by the esplanade, 
where a full view was obtained of any one 
crossing the green, I had a couple of long 
shots fired at me, which approached suffici- 
ently near to raise a disagreeable sensation of 
insecurity. It is all well enough to be under 
a fire of musketry directed at a body of troops, 
for then it is hit or miss without any consci- 
ousness of being singled out in particular; 
but to be shot at from a distance like a crow, 
is the very reverse of pleasant, and in this 
instance it required considerable control of 
the nerves to refrain from that species of 
genuflexion known under the title of ^' bob- 
bing." 

It was expected at first that the attack would 
be made in the direction of San Francisco, and 
boats were hauled down to the shore in readi- 
ness to cross* the river, should that step be de- 
cided on. The Convent, however, was looked 
upon as a position of minor importance, the 
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taking of whidi would have oo ^ect upcm 
the lineg in firont of the town, and, for the 
present, the project of crossing the Urumea 
Wjas abandoned. The force of the enemy was 
calculated at about three thousand men, ex- 
clusive of those on the other side of the river, 
and they held positions whith rendei^ed th^ii 
equal to many times that number. The whcJe 
of the Legion did not exceed six thousand men, 
and at the time of the assault, the 4th and 8th 
Regiments had not yet come up froiyi Santan- 
der, which reduces the amount of British who 
opened the attack to somewhat less than five 
thousand. Of the Volunteers of Gpiipsizcoa, 
or Chapelgorris, there was a Ira^talion of six 
or seven hundred men, who were the principal 
body of Spanish troops to be depended on. 

It was not till the night of the 4th of A|ay 
that I heard of the coming attack. I went to 
bed after giving the necessary orders to n*y 
company, and was awakened at two the next 
morning by the hum of men gathering to- 
gether, caused by Colonel Tupper's regiment 
(the 6th), which was already mustering. I 
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jumped out of bed, and after scalding my 
throat witib some hot tea, proceeded to the 
quarters of the men, where I found all on 
foot, and the busy snapping of locks and ring- 
ing of ramrods giving proofs of alacrity. It 
was a cold, drizsding morning, dark as pitch, 
the streets full of mud, and the <:oiuLtry wet 
and swampy from a week's rain. Finding 
that we were all in good time, I returned to 
my room, where I wrote by candle-light a short 
letter home^ containing the news of the in- 
tended salfy, which I deliyered to the jMz^rona 
of the house, with a request that, veviga lo que 
viniere, she would put it into the post that day, 
B3i injunction with which she faithfully com- 
{died. 

In a few minutes the men turned out with- 
out sound of bugle, and formed in the square 
with silence and regularity. It was so dark 
that I was obliged to procure a candle to call 
the roll and examine the arms, all of which 
were provided with fresh flints and in the 
highest order. The rain fell in showers that 
spluttered in the lighted candle and finally 
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extinguislied it, after which it was necessary, 
to go throagh the ranks and feel with the 
hand that every man was properly accoutred. 
In all, I nombered two-and-twenty files, ex- 
clusive of the three officers of the C!ompany 
and the Colour Sergeant, and two or three 
more who were ordered for fiitigue to cany the 
stretchers and look after the wounded. The 
total of the 9ih Regiment was between five 
and six hundred bayonets in the field. 

Exactly at three o'clock, the whole of the 
Irish Brigade, consisting of the 7th, 9th, and 
10th, was drawn up in the square, when 
Brigadier-Greneral Shaw called the officers to- 
gether, and briefly explained the plan of at- 
tack. The Light Brigade, consisting of the 
Rifles, 3rd, 6th, andChapelgorris, under Gene- 
ral Reid, was to take the right of the enemy's 
line ; our own Brigade the centre ; and the 
1st Brigade"*^ under General Chichester was 

* The First Brigade consisted of the Ist, 4th, and 
8th Regiments, but the two last had not arrived 
from Santander during the early part of the day, and 
the Brigade was made up, I beHeve, with Spanish troops. 
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to march along the sands of the Bay towards 
the lighthouse, and attack the left defended 
by the redoubt. He concluded by begging us 
to pay great attention to the closing up of the 
companies in action, and further recommended 
to mercy all such prisoners as might fall into 
our hands in carrying the fortified houses. 
These remarks were repeated by the General's 
desire to the men by their respective officers, 
and in a few minutes the different columns 
were in motion, and the troops silently marched 
out by the city gate on the road leading to 
Hemani. 

On emerging from the gloomy portal of the 
draw*bridge, we beheld the Conyents of San 
Francisco and La Antigua in flames. They 
had been fired a day or two before by the 
enemy, and had smouldered in smoke until the 
morning of the 5th, when they burst out in 
vivid flashes of light that heightened the sur- 
rounding darkness. There was something, I 
thought, cheerful and comfortable in the look 
of the fire in contrast with the wet and splashy 
road, and I gazed upon the flames curling 

L 5 
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thiough my old bed-rocmi window nt San Frpoi- 
dsco, without any other feeling than a d^sive 
to approach and waim my hands at the blaong 
bonfire. 

Arriyed at San Bartolome, we halted for a^ 
quarter of an hour, while our Light Coiupany 
under Captain Cotter waa sent oo in firant to 
dear a few straggling houses oeeupied by the 
enemy in the neighbourhood. Itwas a moment 
of anxiety ; the men were resting on their arms, 
holding their breath, and afiraid to qpeak, lest 
the alarm should be caught by the Carlist out- 
posts; the tinge of morning was appearing 
oyer the hills, and showed the loop-holed 
parapets of the »iemy, and the dusky figures 
of the gathering battalions as they slowly 
wound on their diflfisrent tracks to the ap- 
pointed parts of the line. I paced up and 
down the causeway in front of the halted 
regiment, looking at the brillianey of the 
flaming conyents, and eyer and anon casting 
a glance ^^on the dull clouds, as thick as 
starch, which stifien'd heayen," and rosa in 
dark and broken masses bdiind the town ; 
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when a solitary shot, followed by a rattling 
volley and a loud hurrah! in the distance, 
proclaimed the first collision with the enemy. 
*' Forward!" sai4 the Colonel, and the 9th 
pushed up the road in support of the 7th, 4he 
straggling shots whistling over our heads, and 
giving evidence of the commencement of the 
action. 

Passing the Lieutenant-General, who was 
on horseback with his staff, giving orders in 
his cool and collected manner, which struck 
me the more forcibly from the tumult of 
thoughts tumbling through my own brain, 
we branched off the main road to our right, 
and crossing a deep valley or ravine, made 
for the windmill already in possession of the 
7th. As we mounted the steep and slippery 
ascent with fixed bayonets, the booming of 
the shot told us that the enemy had opened 
their battery, but so badly were the guns 
served and pointed, that it was not till 
we saw the shot ploughing up the ground 
in an adjacent fi€fld, that the impression 
was removed of our marching to the at- 
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lack under corer of the batteries from the 
Castle. 

On the hill-side the companies began to 
get loose and disjointed firom the difficulty of 
the ascent, and by the time I had collected 
my men into close order, and marched them 
to the walls of the mill, I fonnd that the 
grenadiers and the first three companies of 
the regiment were already detached and in 
action. Obeying the orders given me, to re- 
main under shelter until sent for, I placed my 
company as securely as possible behind the 
mill, and took a survey of the surrounding 
scene. At my feet was a deep valley covered 
with grass, and patched over here and there 
with cabbage-gardens and orchards of apple- 
trees; along the opposite ridge and on a level 
with ourselves ran the enemy's second breast- 
work, above which the dawning light disclosed 
the white caps of the Carlists as they poured 
their voUies upon the exposed ranks of the 
advancing columns. Intersected by the forti- 
fications of the mill, and running on each side 
of it in a parallel direction with the second 
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line, was a deep lane forming the first defence 
carried by the British, who were keeping up a 
perpetual blaze of musketry on the enemy. 

The shot flew about on both sides in abund- 
ance ; no less than five in a cluster struck the 
wall of a house near which I was standing, 
within the circumference of a soup-plate, 
and some of the wounds that were inflicted 
were ghastly to behold. Several officers of 
my acquaintance were struck and carried to 
the rear. Quarter-Master Warner of the 7th 
Regiment was shot dead, and fell at my feet 
with the blue compressed lips and '^ all-white 
eye" that characterize death by gun-shot 
wounds. In less than five minutes the lane 
Mras crowded with dead and dying, who hardly 
left room for the officers to keep the men 
steady and in line. 

In this situation, partly exposed to the fire 
and partly sheltered by the walls of the mill, 
we remained for some time without seeing 
anything of our Colonel or Major, who had 
gone on with the other companies. At length 
the 7th made a dash across the valley, and 
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at that moment. Adjutant Edge of tlie 7t]t 
galloped np and saidy *' Tod are ordered 
hy the lieatenant-Gcneral to take the next 
breastwork at the pomt of the iM^onet." The 
wKvd was ghren, ^ Form two deep — donUe !" 
tmt the dm of the musketry was soeh that only 
those aboat me heard the command, and one 
half of the company who were hid fiom sight 
by an angle in the lane, remained stationary 
with the Lieutenant, to whom, however, they 
stock throoghont the action, and behared gal- 
lantly in charging the redoubt. Rattling down 
the hill-side, I passed the lieatenant-General 
on foot with sereral of his staff; he was stand* 
ing exposed to the fire, and waring his sword 
to cheer on the men. As I was passing. Col. 
Considine and Mr. Alcock were wounded and 
led off the field. 

Arrived at the bottom of the valley, I was 
considerably non-plussed at finding myself 
with not more than half my company at my 
beds, and the remainder shot, or lost, or 
flown into the clouds— '^ the gods know how f ' 
It did not strike me at the moment that in the 
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hurry, the rear had parted from the front, 
and had remained with the Lieutenant at the 
mill. At this juncture, as I was considering 
what to do, General Shaw came up, who 
ordered me to follow the course of the ravine 
for some distance, and then make the best of 
my way up the hill under cover of an orchard, 
and storm a fortified house in the enemy's 
line which was discernible from where we 
stood. Ordering the men to keep close to 
me, I proceeded in double quick time down the 
valley, and skirting the apple-trees, pushed 
up the hill. Half way up the ascent, I fell in 
with Colonel Swan of the 7th, whose regiment 
like my company was somewhat curtailed of 
its &ir proportions in consequence of the 
roughness of the ground, which, in spite of 
every endeavour to overcome the difficulty, 
broke the column into detached parties, and 
once separated, scattered them over the field. 
Putting myself under his directions, we con-* 
tinued the ascent, the enemy firing at us as 
they caught glimpses of our red coats among 
the trees, the twigs aiid blossoms of which. 
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cat bj die fllhot, fleir abont in all directioiis 
and gaye taken of the neameas of the fire. 

It was here that I saw poor CSaptain Moold 
of the lOthy lyiog on the gromid mortally 
wounded, and vomiting blood firom a mnsket- 
shotin the diest. He nused himself np as 
we passed, and ezdaimed ^'Oh! water — 
water r — bat not a drop was procarable 
nearer than the town ; and though mine was 
not willingly a deaf ear to the entreaty, I 
tamed away in silence firom the spectacle of 
the dying man, and harried on to the sammit 
of the ridge. The troops had already pene- 
trated the breastwork to oar right, and the 
enemy afiraid of beingtaken in flank had fidlen 
back npon their third and last line, where 
they made a stand and fired in heavier Yollies 
than before. Here we halted a moment to 
take breath : between Colonel Swan's and my 
own, there were not more than forty or fifty 
men, and the honse was to be defended at all 
hazards. The enemy perceiving as congre- 
gated near the building, sent a detachment by 
a covered way to dislodge as with the bayonet. 
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Twice we brought our small force up to the 
charge, and twice were driren back by the 
white caps bearing down with the bayonet. 
We were on the point of drawing oflF, when 
Captain Cotter came up with the remnants of 
his gallant Light Company, which had 
suffered severely in the early part of the day, 
and in conjunction with us finally drove the 
enemy from the contested house. 

At this moment, as we were collecting and 
arranging the men, we beheld a number of 
Spaniards rapidly advancing towards us from 
the hill already in our possession. We 
thought at first that the enemy had taken us 
in rear, but on near approach they proved to 
be a company of the Segovia Regiment — 
the only portion of the Spanish troops I saw 
under fire during the whole of the action. 
The Captaia whose name unfortunately I 
never could learn, was as brave and reckless 
a fellow as ever drew a blade. With a small 
red flag in his hand, he leaped the parapet 
that was before us, and rushing into the middle 
of the ploughed field, he waved his sword &» 
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118 to adTaaee, crjiBg <mt in French, " JEu 
avanil em avani /" We advanced, and the 
moment the head of oar small column, com- 
po0ed of Spanish and British intermingled, 
rounded the comer of the house, it was swept 
back hj a shower of ballets. Three times we 
attempted to chaige, and as otb&i were driven 
back ; it was in vain that the officers cheered 
them on — ^it was in vain that we traversed the 
groond between the house and the brave 
Spaniard who stood like a tower in the midst 
of the 8torm--'it vras in vain that we expended 
upon them our most endearing epithets of 
" Irishmenr-" Bog-trotters"—*' Ragamuffins" 
— " Repfllers"— " O'Connellites"— they stood 
stock-still, with not a single responsive cheer, 
and the Spanbh officer, seeing that he was 
not joined, sprang over the hedge into an 
orchard which was covered from the fire* 

One by one several officers came up, each 
with a party of ten or twenty men, and the 
force behind the house was beginning to swell 
to a respectable volume. General Shaw was 
the first to arrive, and after him.Goloixel Fitz-. 
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gerald with two or three companies of the 
ISMh. This was ihe first time we met during 
1^ action, and I had a short colloquy willi 
him on the state of affiilrs. '^ Where's Major 
Canna?! r — " Wounded." — * ' Mackie ?" — 
*• Killed." — " Wright r — " Shot dead." — 
** Where's so-and-so, and so-and-so, and so- 
and-so ?" — " Killed, wounded, dead, mi99ing." 
Sooh was the state of our regim^iKfc at 8 o'clock 
in the morning. 

In the meantime Gen/^ral Shaw had been 
collecting the scattered parties and putting 
them in order for the chf^rge. Coming up to 
me, he laid his hand on my should, and in 
his cool, syllabic manner, as if we had been in 
the most indiflSerent situation in the world, 
begged me to run ah)ng the breastwork as far 
as General Chichester's Brigade, and ask him 
to send up as many men as he could spare to 
help us. I instantly took to my heeU down a 
deep and narrow lane, running parallel with the 
breastwork, which partially sheltered me from 
the shot, and found myself at every step sinking 
deeper and deeper in the mud. After several 



236 TWSLYS HOKTH8 IN THE 

efforts to extricate myself, I went ap to the 
knees, and was thrown forwaid my whole 
length in the mire. My oym company which 
had been watching the event of the mission, 
thought that I was shot, but recovering my 
feet, I got up(Hi a narrow bank or causeway 
where the ground was firm, and continued my 
course towards the 1st Brigade. Plastered 
with mud from head to heel, I presented 
myself before the General and delivered my 
messi^e. He instantly despatched two com- 
panies, with whom I returned to our former 
position near the house. 

This was the last time I saw Captain Knight, 
General Chichester's Aide-de-Camp. He was 
standmg with his tall military figure exposed 
to the shot, and as I appeared before him in 
the ill-favoured guise already described, his 
eye lighted smilingly on my muddy accoutre- 
ments, and a friendly nod of recognition was 
all that passed between us. A few minutes 
after, he fell in attempting to storm the re- 
doubt at the head of a mere handful of men, 
and his body was found afker the action 
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cmelly mangled by the enemy, with three 
bayonet wounds in the body and one in the 
eye. 

On rejoining General Shaw with the re- 
inforcement, I found the remnant of the 7th 
drawn up in close column behind the house, 
and as much of the 9th as could be collected 
standing a few yards distant, covered partly 
by the apple-trees and partly by the • breast- 
work that ran in front. Colonel Fitzgerald 
was at the head of his men, and at the signal 
from the Brigadier to charge, sprang over the 
parapet and advanced alone with nothing but 
a riding- whip in his band, in the &ce of the 
most tremendous fire I had witnessed during 
the whole of the action. The bullets poured 
upon the ploughed field as thick as hail, and 
the clods of earth m^ht be seen knocked up 
in little clouds of dust like the ^^ wine-glasses" 
on a fish-pond during a shower of rain. The 
men hesitated; — ^'Irishmen!" somebody ex- 
claimed, ^Vwill you see your old Colonel shot, 
and not move on to save him ?" The hot 
Uood of. Ireland was stirred, and with a cry 



of ^* Mart pamer to the Colonel T Aqr 
deaied the breastwork and advaneed widi 
lerelled Layonete against die opposite line. I 
had jnst readied the Colonel s nde and was 
eroflsii^ the lield at the top of my speed, when 
a shot strack nie on the left hip, and with a 
stunning shodk m j heek flew np into the air, 
at the same time that the ehaigiog regiment 
pansed over me, and I was left alone, ex- 
tended on my hack in the middle of the 
plain* 

I rose on my feet, bnt £ell down as if pinned 
to the earth by a tent-p^. I locked at the 
woond and saw a neat round hole on the seam 
of the trowsers, firom which a few drops of 
blood were slowly trickling out. Hie field 
was bare, and not a soul in sight except the 
white-headed Carlists as ther rose to fire over 
the parapet, while the splashes of mud that 
qirinkled over my fiice, told of the yollies that 
fell around. I gave a roll towards the breast- 
work I had quitted, and saw my sword which 
had flown out of my hand with die Tiolence of 
the shock, lying at some distance. With 
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difficulty I crawled back to the spot, and had 
just gained possession of the hilt, when a 
second ballet struck my right hand and pass- 
ing through the fleshy part of the thumb, 
lodged next to the skin on the other side. The 
pain was not acute — it felt like a benumbing 
shock of electricity. A Spanish serjeant passed 
over my body towards some shelter ; I hailed 
him in Spanish par amor de DioSy to raise me 
on my legs, but leaping the parapet he left 
me to my fate* It was now evident that there 
was nothing to hope for from others, and with 
a sort of feeling of uncertainty like that of a 
man hanging over a precipice by a single 
thread, I commenced rolling towards the 
breastwork, on which I lifted myself with con- 
siderable pain and difficulty, and swinging my 
legs over the top, tumbled into the muddy 
lane below. I was aware of the danger of 
sticking fast in the mud^ and making a plunge 
across the path, I seated myself on the cause- 
way on the other side, where being under 
cover I paused a moment to rest and consider 
what was to be done. 
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The whole extent of the breastwork ap- 
peared to be deserted, the troops having left 
it to attack the next line, and a couple of dead 
bodies drenclied in blood were the only human 
forms that met my sight. The house which 
had been so often taken and retaken was about 
fifty yards on my left, and to it I directed my 
eyes in hopes of succour, when a rustling 
among the bushes in the neighbourhood, at- 
tracted my attention, and a blue-capped head 
was thrust round the comer of the house, ey- 
ing me intently. Presently another was poked 
through one of the windows as if reconnoitring 
the ground, and immediately the two Caiiists 
fixed bayonets and advanced cautiously with 
the purpose of running me through. It was 
a fortunate circumstance that the two dead 
bodies were lying near them, for they paused 
a little while to search their pockets, thereby 
giving me time to resume my rotatory moti<ni 
down the hill in the direction of the 1st 
Brigade. A small bank intervened, and down 
it I plunged with desperate resolution, falling 
upon a dying man at the bottom who groaned 
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heavily as I passed. The idea occurred to me 
to hide myself under the body, but it was use- 
less as the Carlists had seen me move and 
were now in full pursuit. I continued my 
course, sometimes rolling and sometimes 
scrambling on all fours, with the blood gush- 
ing from my hand, and was on the point of 
rising on my knees to make a last effort in 
defence of my life, when I espied a soldier of 
the 9th in the distance, to whom I waved my 
sword to come to my rescue. The Carlists on 
his approach hung back and commenced load- 
ing their pieces — the man hesitated whether 
to stand or run away. It was a critical mo- 
ment — when most fortunately three of my 
own company came up, who fixed their bay- 
onets over my body and dared the Carlists to 
advance. I turned my head towards the 
house, and saw that my enemies had fled. 

Placing me on three firelocks, my men 
hurried along under cover of the breastwork 
towards the shores of the bay. In our way 
we passed the 10th Regiment drawn up in 
close column with Colonel O'Connell at their 

M 
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head. Part of my old Regiment, the lit, was 
there, and I nodded to sevend Meets of my 
acqnaintance as I was rapidly bonie along. 
Presently after, we were joined by my servaiit 
who had heard that I was killed. Hetbrewa 
cloak over me, the warmth of which was very 
acceptable, for the transition froai yiolent 
exertion, and the wet clothes, had faroi^ht on 
a fit of shivering. The gromid in every part 
we passed' over was stained with ^ops of blood 
that showed the smartness of the actioa. The 
firing still continued heavflyin the directioB 
of the enemy's 1^, and I eshbrted the men to 
redouble their speed in case of a retrograde 
movement. When in sight of the Bay, we saw 
the Phoenix steamer anchored close in shore^ 
and flinging her bombs over our heads into the 
enemy's redonbt* ''The bluejackets are 
taking them in tow^M^-hnrrahr and the meo 
poshed forward towards the sands of the 
beach. Arrived at the bottom of the bilinear 
the Convent of La Antigna, I met CkAoud 
Swan wounded in the thigh, and Captam Fitz^ 
geraldctfihe 10th, son of our Colonel, with 
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hins ariA broken. All three of us directed oar ^ 

coufde along tbe gands towards the town, at a 
short distance from which a stretcher was 
procured to cari*y me to the hospital. 

Passing through the gates of San Sebastian, 
I found the 4th Regiment just landed from 
Santander, drawn up iu the Plaza Vieja, and 
on tiie point of marching into action ; the men 
were oiling theit locks and fixing the flints. 
As the litter was cairied by, Colonel Harley 
inquired hOw the day was going 1 " Well," I 
replied ; " you are just in time to gire the 
finishing stroke.'' Captain Allez, Adjutant of 
the 4th, and brother to our Adjutant by whose 
side I had been during the greater part of the 
d^y, shook me by the hand and asked the 
nhtate of mj wounds. I told him that the 
last time I had seen his brother he was safe 
dud Well— and he thanked me for the intelli- 
g'tece. Half an hour afterwards he charged 
the redoubt at the head of two or three com- 
panies of the 4th, and was shot to the heart as 
he was waving his sword in one hand and his 
hat in the Othet. Only a few days prerioms, 
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on the march from Vitoria, he told me that 
the summit of his ambition was to wear a 
Cross of San Fernsmdo. He fell in the 
moment of victory, and sleeps at the foot of 
the heights his valour helped to win. 

The arrival of the 4th and 8th Regiments, 
together with the assistance of the Phoenix 
steamer, hastened the decision of the contest, 
and the enemy fled in all directions, leaving 
three pieces of artillery and a stand of colours 
in the hands of the victors. The Carlist com- 
mandant of the province, Segastibelza, and 
the Colonel of the Chapelchurris or White 
Caps, were killed in the engagement, as well 
as a priest who, dressed in full canonicals, 
with a cnicifix in his hand, had' been seen to 
head many of the charges and to encourage 
the slaughter of the helpless and the wounded. 
This worthy apostle was found with a musket- 
shot in his forehead, his hand still grasping 
the symbol of pardon and redemption which 
had been desecrated in so blood-thirsty a 
calling. 

The loss of the enemy in killed and woundecl 
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amounted to not less than six or seven hun- 
dred men ; that of the British to seventy-eight 
officers, and eight hundred rank and file; 
which, considering the nature of the positions 
and the disadvantages on the side of the attack, 
was as favourable a result as could be expected. 
The peasants brought us word the next day, 
that the Carlists had not only fallen back upon 
Hernani, but had actually abandoned the town, 
leaving their stores and wounded at the mercy 
of the Legion. Had General Evans possessed 
sufficient force, Hernani would probably have 
been taken without firing a shot ; but in his si- 
tuation, with the troops exhausted with fatigue 
and encumbered with wounded, the utmost 
that could be done was to level the lines and 
maintain his position on the conquered heights. 
The Spaniards, instead of pouring an. army of 
twenty. or thirty thousand men into San Sebas- 
tian to improve the advantage, displayed their 
usual irresolution and delay, and the traitor 
Cordova, loitering in his bed at Vitoria, con- 
tented himself with writing a letter of congra- 
tulation to General Evans, in which the jumble 
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of hypocrisy is clothed in the custoniaiy garli 
of bombast. 

By depress, the Caiiists reeoyered from thmr 
alarm, ^d cautiously ajquroaohiiig the British 
lines, planted their outposts within mosket* 
shot of our picqnetSy filling Heraani with fresh 
troops, and in consequence of Cordoira's inac-* 
tiyity, directing their whole force against the 
handful of British. Twice they hare attempted 
to regain their former positions, and been re* 
pulsed with loss. The crossing of the Urumea 
and the taking of Passages have borne out the 
reputation which the British Legion estab*- 
lished on the heights of San Sebastian ; and all 
that was reqaired^--«ll that was expected of 
the Spanish army was, that a helping hand 
should be stretched out from the sontii^ to 
enable the Legion to advance from the foot of 
the Pyrenees to the Carlist head^quarters at 
Ofiate. 

Instead of this, the Spanish Comntandep*in- 
Chief retreated a second time from Arlaban 
without striking a blow, abandoned his army 
at Vitoria, and for twelye days was dancing 
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quadrilles with the Queen at Madrid ; since 
when^nothing good,bad, or indifferent has been 
heard of him north of the Ebro. His boasted 
plan of blockade-^ the laissez /aire system o. 
a Jtiste milieu General— has fallen to the 
ground) and the ii^surrei^on which originally 
existed only in Guipuascoa and Nararre, has 
extended to Galieia» Arvagon, CSatalonia, and 
to Castile, itself. Six thousand British, the 
only body of troops that has done the Queen 
service during th^ campaign, are left cooped 
up in San Sebastian, without pay, without 
stores, and hardly with the rations to keep 
body and soul together ; while the road to 
Madrid is 1^ open to Don Carlos. Of a 
truth, one is at a loss which most to admire**- 
the baseness of the General -^ the folly of the 
Queeur^^or the degeneracy of the people which 
submits to the misery of either* 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Arrival at the Hospital— Dyii^ Chapelgoiri— Rcmoral to the BilleC-~ 
Anecdote of an Irislunan of the 7tfa— Light Company of tbe gth Regi- 
ment— "Milling" widi a Cariist— Entry of the Legion Into San Sctautiaji 
alter the victoiy — General Oiden after the Action — Letter of Count 
Harispe — ^Visit to the Lines — Interview with the Carlists — Farewell to 
the Officers of the gth-^Carlist gnns taken on the 5lh of May— Review 
of the British Marines— Visit to (be Lieatenant-General— Departure 
from Spain. 

Ow arriTing at the military hospital there 
was great difficulty in procuring me a bed, 
owing to the numbers of wounded returned 
from the field; but at length through the 
kindness of one of the dressers I was laid 
upon a mattress in a comer of the ward, 
where my clothes were taken off and a 
blanket thrown over me. All the surgeons 
had their hands full of business, and two 
hours elapsed before my wounds were ex- 
amined. 
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On the bed next to me lay a dying Chapel- 
gorri,.with a wound in the head from which 
the blood had flowed upon the sheets and 
matted his hair into gory locks that escaped 
from under a handkerchief wrapped round 
the wound. He was attended by his brother, 
who seeing me awake and. disposed. to talk, 
told me that the unfortunate man had been 
wounded three times before, one of which was 
at Hemani with the Legion, and that now he 
feared he had received his. death wound before 
San Sebastian. Just opposite was a lieu- 
tenant of our Light Company with a, ball in 
his shoulder, casting. a responsive glance of 
ruefulness at our dilapidated condition, and 
all down the ward were men with wounds of 
every size and shape, some groaning heavily, 
some wandering in delirium, and others in the 
very pangs of. death. As soon as the opera- 
tion was over of cutting out the ball from my 
hand, Lresolved to get transferred to my own 
lodgings, to enjoy at least the comforts of 
quiet and fresh air. Accordingly procuring a 
stretcher, I caused myself to be carried to iny 
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billet, where I was most kindly FeoeiTed hy 
the patron aad painmaj and ooa of the beat 
beds in the house prepaied for my reeeptioii. 
Exhausted by fiitigiie and the painfalneis of 
the operation I had nndergone, I slept for 
several hours nninterniptedly, and on awaking 
found two or three offioers of my regiment 
returned from the lines, with whom there 
ensned many coi^ratnlations on onr cse^ie, 
and inqoiries as to what had been the fiite of 
our different friends. Of twenty-fonr oflieers 
of the 9th Regiment that went into the fiehl, 
only twelve came out nnhnrt, the remainder 
being either killed or severely wounded. 
Among the many anecdotes that were related 
of the action, there was one of an officer's 
servant of the 7th which struck me as oha- 
racteristic of Irish gallantry and mmekmltmee. 
In the midst of the hottest fire at the mill, 
he ran up with a cartridge in his mouth to an 
officer, and pulling the heads of a couple of 
cackling hens out of his havresack, exclaimed 
*' Sure your honour won't forget to dine with 
my master to-day." The richness of the 
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accent combined with the sin- 
gularity of the situatioii to give an mrasual 
caciness to the invitation. 

Our Light Company under Cbplain (now 
Major) Cotter 9u£Eered most severely^ having 
begun the action by the attack of the houses 
near San Bartolom^, and continued fighting to 
the last. It waa one of the craok companies 
of the Legion, being composed of picked men, 
all under twenty»five years of age, tall, broad* 
shouldered and in perfect health. Distin- 
guished by the green band round their forage 
caps, they were seen in the thickest of the 
fight from fbur o'oloek in the morning till the 
final storming of the redoubt on ib^ enemy's 
left. Both the subalterns of the company 
were severely wounded. 

Among the escapes and adventures of the 
day, that of Lieutenant O'Connor of our Regi*- 
ment, was one of the most singular. Seeing 
a number of Spaniards in disorder, he mistook 
them fbr Chapelgonris^ and ran up to rally 
them, when he found that he had tumbled 
into the hands of the Carlists. A musket 



252 TWELVE HQKTH8 ly THE 

snapped in his &ce and a bayonet at his breast 
informed him of his awkward mistake. Par* 
rying the latter with, his fist, he stmck right 
and left in the approved style of pugilism, and 
flooring both his antagonists, who were con- 
siderably astonished at this novel mode of eon* 
ducting the battles of the Queen, he took to 
his heels, and being a first-rate leaper, cleared 
walls and ditches, and rejoined . his r^ment 
with the loss of his hat, sword, and cloak, 
which had {alien in the scu£3e. This interest- 
ing match was witnessed by the old Spanish 
Governor at the Castle, who viewing, the 
action through a telescope, declared that he 
saw a British officer attacked bv two Carlists, 
liberate himself '' boxandor 

The bodies of the British found after the 
action, were generally stripped to the skin, the 
nose, tongue and ears cut off, and otherwise 
horribly mutilated. A private of the 1st 
Regiment was taken to the hospital with no 
less than thirty-six bayonet wounds besides a 
musket-shot in the body, and at the time i 
left was in a &ir way of recovery. His arm 
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from the shoulder to the wrist was punctured 
with minute wounds that gave it the appear- 
ance of small-pox, and had evidently been 
scored by* a skilful hand and a sharp-pointed 
bayonet. 

My wounds to my great satisfaction grew 
rapidly better, and in a little less than a fort- 
night I was able to get out of bed and crawl 
to the window. A .ball had entered my hip 
to the depth of about four inches, as I know 
by the probing, which gave me more pain 
than any thing else ; but what has become of 
it, to this day I never knew, and unless it can 
have found its way out during my forced 
movements before the Carlist finishers of 
battle, in all probability it remains there still. 
I shall never forget the exultation which I felt 
on seeing the Legion enter the town a few 
days after the victory, with bands playing and 
colours flying, and sprigs of laurel stuck in 
all their shakos. The triumphant cheering of 
the men, with the ,Fiv(is I of the Spaniards, and 
the strains of " St. Patrick's Day" and " Bri- 
tish Grenadiers," that rang through the streets 
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« 

M the different regimeiita pasied tkrcMngh tks 
gale, put my blcM>d iBta a state of effenreseenoe, 
and I longed to be again at the head of my 
eompaiiy. The honest fellows kxdted up as 
they passed under the windows of my billet 
and hailed me with a cheer and cry of ** More 
power to the Captain !** It was a bright 
passage in a man's history, and worth years of 
the common-places of lifb. 

Great curiority was manifested in the Legion 
to flee the General Orders respecting the 
acti<»i, and day after day were inquiries made 
without success at the Orderly-rooms of the 
respective regiments, as to when they were 
likely to be publii^ed. It was not, however, 
till more than a week had elapsed that they 
made their appearance, and I had the satis- 
fkction of finding, that among the other offiotr 
eers whose names are given in the Orders, the 
Lieutenant-General was pleased to confer upon 
me a Gross of the First Class of San Fernando 
ibr my share of the day. The Third or 
highest was bestowed on all the commanders 
of Brigades, and the Second on the officers 
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aioned officers mA privftt^ whp djistiagiashed 
theinsehea reeeived the Order of Isabcil the 
Second, beaidea the more iubstwtial bes^efit of 
a dollar Hrpiece and »ew eloping. 

Addresses from all quarters poured m upou 
the Lieuteuaut-General) with thanks and pro-^ 
testations of loye and affection whieh the 
Legion would willingly have exchanged for 
their arrears of pay ; and the Orand Cross of 
San Fernando was conferred upon him by the 
Queen. Of greater value than these was a 
letter he receiyed from General Count Harispe> 
commanding the French troops upon the fron* 
tier; which plain, manly and laconic, was 
worthy of an old soldier of the Empire. 

In little more than a fortnight I was able 
to hobble out of my room into the public 
square, where with my arm in a sling and my 
lame leg, I cut as battered a figure as a man 
need to wish. All my Spanish friends were 
astonished to see me out so soon, and expressed 
their wonder generally at the hardihood 
of the British in making light of wounds. 
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A Spaniard, they said, made a scratch on the 
arm an excuse for laying himself up in bed for 
the rest of the campaign, and had never done 
talking about it when he recovered. There 
were some men, to be sure, in the Legion who 
appeared to be built of iron ; a hole through 
body or limb was a mere trifle, and the 
aguardiente went round as freely the day 
after as the day before. A Rifle officer, of 
my acquaintance, who had received a ball 
through his back, which had lodged near 
the lungs, was on his legs and walking about 
the streets smoking a cigar the second or 
third day; and another who. had had a ball 
go in and out of his thigh, crawled up into 
my room hardly four-and-twenty hours after 
the event. The only wounds that appeared to 
disqualify a man from moving about were 
those in the head or stomach, a great number 
of which terminated fatally. A week or ten 
days was the time allotted for the manifestation 
of un&vourable symptoms, and I h^led the 
close of the period in a glass of wine and water, 
in token of my deliverance from these dangers. 
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A few days after I had begun to walk about^ 
I was surprised by the apparition of my bro- 
ther, who having heard of my wounds, had 
come to rescue me from the hands of the 
surgeons and Carlists. He brought a packet 
of letters from home, with a number of news- 
papers containing accounts of the action, 
which were read with avidity by all con- 
cerned. Those in particular were in request 
in which the English Tories showered upon 
us the epithets of " footpads," " Isle o'Dog- 
gians," "Dog's Meat Brigade;" and the 
universal feeling of satisfaction was such, that 
had the correspondent of the Herald or Don 
Carlos himself come into the camp, we should 
have hugged him with joy and asked him to 
a glass of our best Xeres seco. 

It had been settled that I was to have leave 
of absence to England, and before we sailed 
I. was able to sit on. horseback sufficiently to 
go with my brother over the lines, and view 
the advanced-posts of the Carlists. I was 
surprised to see the alterations that had taken 
place since the 6th. The breastworks were 
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levelled, the redoubt dtatroyedt ud my old 
aoqnaintanee the xmll was otvoaglj fortified 
by a ditch and mound^ the exalNraeures and 
loop-holes pointing the other way to what 
they did the last time I was there* The 
honses in the neighbourhood were dismantled, 
and fortifications thrown np to resist any 
attack from the direction of Henumi. San 
Bartolom^ was perfectly pitted with bQllet-* 
marks, and the Convent of La Antigua stood 
a heap of quiet ruins, at which was posted a 
strong picquet of Spanish infantry. Among 
other places I did not £ul to visit the house 
near which I was wounded, and the place 
where I scrambled away from the two Carlists* 
I rode twice by the spot without recognizing 
it, so much was it altered in appearance. The 
house was empty and deserted, a mere shell 
of what it was ; the breastwork was thrown 
down and destroyed, and the field in which I 
fell was covered with g^reen com waving cheer- 
fully in the sunshine. The very apple-trees 
seemed to feel the change from the sulphury 
revels and drizzling ram of the 5th of May to 
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the warm weather and clear atmoaphere ; and 
in plaoe oi Iba sharp rattUng of mHskotry, a 
lark poised in the aky way tendiDg down his 
notes of joj and gratulation. The breese 
mttrmured among the foliage, and as I took 
mj last ramble in Spain, I thought that the 
blue mountaina had never looked so beau*- 
tifol before. 

Passing by Colonel Tupper^s grave I paused 
a moment to survey the spot. It lies on a 
small hillock close to the high road, and 
at a short distance to the left of the mill, 
commanding a view of the positions and 
of the sea below. It is surrounded by a low 
parapet of bricki>work to protect the grave, 
and holds all that remains of a gay and 
gallant soldier. By his side lies buried Lieu* 
tenant Price of the 10th Regiment, and not 
far distant are the graves of Mould, M'NeU, 
Wright and Warner. The apple-trees on 
the side of this hill and all along the Talley, 
were torn and shattered by the shot, and the 
ground was furrowed in several places by the 
cannon-balls of the enemy's battery* Here and 
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there a patch of fresh-tamed earth marked 
the graTe of firiends and foes baried in an 
indiscrinunate heap; and near one of the 
picqnet-honses a bony hand projecting above 
the sod gave token of the hurry of the Car- 
lists in interring their dead. All that they 
coald collect preyionsly to abandoning the 
last line, were hastily thrust into the ground, 
and but few remained to daim the rite of 
sepulture firom their enemies. 

On riding to the farthest outpost on the 
high-road, we found the Carlist picquet on. a 
neighbouring hill about two hundred yards 
distant, and could distinguish the groupes of 
soldiers collected on the brow looking at us. 
An agreement had been entered into a day or 
two before by the hostile picquets, not to fire 
upon each otber without previously giving 
notice ; and the consequence had been a good 
deal of friendly communication between the 
two parties. My brother, who had a great 
desire to see a real Carlist, resolved to profit 
by the circumstance, and engaging a Chapel- 
gorri who spoke French, to act as interpreter. 
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proceeded in advance of our barricade along 
the high-road, the Chapelgorri shouting out in 
Spanish and Basque that an English officer 
wished to speak with the Carlist commander 
of the post. My brother, who did not like the 
idea of falling victim to the Durango decree, 
replied that he was not an officer but a 
comerciante, the most respected non-military 
character in the Peninsula. They were 
answered by a few words in Basque from a 
Carlist officer, who presently crossed his own 
barricade and stalked slowly down the hill to 
meet them in the valley below. After politely 
taking off their hats to one another the parties 
conferred together for a short time, when two 
more were seen to descend, and I to equalize 
the balance of power dismounted, and with 
some difficulty getting over the barricade, 
assisted by some Spaniards who were looking 
on with great interest, hobbled along to join 
the groupe. On approaching them, I made 
my salam in the approved Spanish fashion, and 
after some further formalities, proceeded to 
address the officer who had first shown himself, 
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while my brother eoHtiiiiied hk conversation 
in French with the others. He was a tall, 
weU-*lmilt man, with a dafk olive soldiei^like 
connt^ance, and wore the zaiMrta or black 
sheep^skin jacket of the peasantryy with n 
white bonnet like that of the Scotch, and n 
long Toledo sabre clattering at his heels in a 
sling'-belt. I <^red him a ftw cigars, which 
were accepted with thanks ; and more by itay 
of some Aing to talk about than widi any other 
motive, I bqgan to make inqnilies after Mr. 
Wilkinson, a quondam Ensign in the 1st 
Regiment, who had joined the Oarlists when 
we were at Trevifio, and was now holding a 
commission in their service. He replied that 
at that moment he was at S^nra, some miles 
in the interic^, and commanded a few British 
who had deserted from the L^on. fie said 
that none of them had been engaged in any of 
the late actions, and that in fiu^t ihey irere of 
little nse, as they did nothing but mt dooble 
rations and get drank all di^ long. I was 
unwilling to make naj allusion to tike lale 
action, and he for his part seemed in no haste 
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to touch upon the sulgect, but was very civil 
and polite, and taking mt aside, whispered 
that if I wished to write to Mr. Wilkinson he 
would put the letter into the post without 
allowing it to be looked into, for, added he 
somewhat proudly and drawing himself up, 
^' amigos 6 enemigosj somas iodos hombres "-^ 
*^ friends or foes, we are all men." 

I perfectly agreed with the sentiment^ hut 
for all that was thinking I should not like 
to trust my throat in his hands, when two 
superior officers came down from the Carlist 
lines, and presently after, a party of five Or six 
National Guards from our own, who stared at 
the Carlists as if astonished to find them 
gifted with two legs and arms a^piece like 
other men. The Carlists on their side 
drc^jped the conyersation, and ^fxamined the 
new-^txmiers with some curiosity* On one of 
the National Guards e^p^ressing his surprise at 
hearix^ them speak Basque, the CapiUm de 
cassadores with whom I had spoken^ exclaimed 
with a stnHe " Somos de Guipustcoap homhfe r 
— ** we are Guipazeoens, man!" The two su* 
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perior officers were very silent and distant in 
their manners, and appeared to look upon the 
proceedings with an evil eye, as if they sus- 
pected some mischief lurking at the bottom, 
although there could not be much cause of 
apprehension on their side as they all had 
their swords, whereas not one of our party 
was armed. Both of them wore the San' 
Fernando ribbon round the neck, with a large 
steel or silver star apparently of some order ; 
but their dress was similar to that of the 
others. One of them, a pale, elderly mair, 
pitted with the small-pox, was pointed out to 
me by my Carlist friend as the second or 
junior commandant of the province of 
Guipuzcoa. They talked with the greatest 
gravity about this and the other regiment of 
'^ el egercUo^'' as if there were no other regular 
army in Spain ; and of course never spok^ of 
Don Carlos but as '^ the King." I noticed this 
through letting slip the words ** Don Carlos," 
when the Carlist officer interrupted me, and 
i^id in a good-humoured manner '^ Nosatros 
le tratamos de Rey" — " we style him king." • 
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Being dressed in an infantry frock-coat, and 
with my arm in a sling, I was somewhat 
curious to observe how I should be looked 
upon with these tokens of having been in the 

■ 

action of the 5th of May. Nothing, however, 
was said by either party in reference to the 
subject ; I perceived, nevertheless, that the 
Carlist officer remarked the San Fernando 
ribbon at my button, as in the course of the 
conversation he kept picking at it with his 
fingers in a familiar manner, but without asking 
any questions as to when or how it had been 
received. 

Among the Carlists was a rather handsome 
young man who spoke French, and entered into 
conversation with my brother on divers in • 
different topics. When the latter concluded 
by expressing his admiration of the beauty of 
the country, the young man smiled mourn- 
fully, and his eyes filled with emotion as he 
answered, '' Oui, cest un beau pays en temps 
depaix — mais dans la guerre .....'" 

We continued conversing in this manner for 
some time between the two picquets, and the 

N 
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groupe had gradually increased to about 
twenty or thir^ of both parties, when a signal 
was made from the Carlist outpost as if some 
g^eral was approaching to visit the lines, and 
the officers hastily bid ^'Grod save us," and 
took their departure, walking quickly towards 
their barricade while we ascended the hill to 
our own. 

Not &r from the spot was the house where 
most of the officers of the 9th were quartered 
during the time that the regiment was on out- 
lying duty, and as I expected to leave for Eng- 
land in a day or two, I paid them a visit to 
take leave of my old friends. It was a large 
country farm, the very beam idial of a picquet- 
house, surrounded by trees, and with a small 
green in firont, on which I reci^nized my own 
company playing at skitdes. Mounting the 
heavy wooden ladder that passed for a stair- 
case, I found myself in a long room running 
from one side of the house to the other, and 
full of mattresses, and cloaks, and other signs 
of soldiers' habitation. In it were most of 
those with whom 1 had been intimate during 
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the campnigii, and I sat fi»r a long time talking 
over old affairs and laughing at old jokes, 
nntil my resolution began to wav«r consider- 
ably respecting my return to England. 

Such cheer as the place afforded, ration 
bread and a ji^ of wine, was set before me, 
and for the first time since the action, I 
ventured to eat my fill with a gtisto and 
satisfaction which those only who have re-> 
covered from a bed of sickness and self-im^ 
posed starvation, can imagine. My joy, 
however, was not a little mingled with 
sorrow at the idea that perhaps it might 
be the last time I should eat anything in a 
pioquet-house — and how many a good and 
g^rious meal have I not made in them, a pile 
of nmskets under the window and the en^ny's 
sentries within sight to give it the genuine 
relish of. a campaign! Having eaten and 
drunken I rose to take my departure, and 
bidding fiurewell to friends in whose company 
I had passed nearly twelve ha{^y months of 
my lifoj I left the house with the words of the 
Poet on my lips****- 

N 2 
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^* For mony a night weVe merry been. 
And mony more we hope to be !'' 

Returning through the Plaza Vieja of San 
Sebastian, I viewed the three pieces of artillery 
taken from the Carlists on the 5th of May. 
One was an immense iron thirty-six pounder/ 
mounted upon a clumsy carriage on which weri& 
daubed with tar or black paint, the letters 
C. V. The way in which this piece came into 
the possession of the Carlists is rather curious. 
Some time before the death of Ferdinand *VIL 
a couple of thirty-six pounders were made by 
way of experiment with hammered iron, 
instead of being cast according to the usual 
method ; but being found heavy and unrna- 
nageable, they were thrown aside and forgotten, 
until the Carlists marching through the town 
picked them up, and mounting them on the 
heavy wooden carriages, used them ever after 
on their grand occasions. 

Of the two remaining pieces, one was a 
twenty-four and the other a sixteen-pounder. 
The former had a very venerable appearance, 
like those that are stuck into the ground in 
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arsenals and dock-yards to serve as posts ; and 
as a considerable portion of the muzzle was 
broken off, leaving only the stump of a cannon, 
I feel little doubt that it was the .^y a or 
"Grandmother." of Henningsen,* which in 
her old age had fallen into the hands of her 
enemies. However, we treated the bld^ lady 
kindly in spite of her fidelity to Don Carlos, 
and I suppose by this time she is lodged in the 
Castle with the respect due to old age and 
misfortunes. 

' Having put up our horses, we walked into 
the Great Square or Plaza Nueva, where we 
found the battalion of British Marines lately 
arrived manoeuvring before General Evans 
and Lord John Hay. They formed close 
column, deployed, formed square, and went 
through their evolutions with much precision, 
and were greatly admired by the Spaniards for 

* S«e Captain HenniDgseD^s " Campaign with Zumala- 
carregui/' in which he makes mention of an old cannon 
that burst continually at the muzzle, and which on account 
of its antiquity was called by the Carlists the Aya or 
^Grandmother." 
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good lodes and the capital aonditioiL of 
their clothing and accoatremelits. To be tare 
our jackets were not of so bright a 8carlet» and 
here dnd there a man might be eeen oat at 
elbows; but fin* mardiing, fightii^» mt^sogj 
dancing, and all that goes nnder the denomina* 
tion of the *^ rough and ready," I would badi 
the Irish Brigade against them any day. 

A day or two after, having obtained my leave» 
together with a passage home in the same 
vessel that had brought me out, my brother and 
I paid our respects to the Lieutenant^General, 
previous tp our departure from Spain. He 
received us in the kindest manner, and inquired 
particularly after the state of my wounds. He 
regretted that the ball had not been extracsted 
from my hip, but added that he had. formerly 
received a shot in his arm, which had remained 
there ever since, but gave him no tmeasiness. 
I took the liberty of relating to him our inter- 
view with the Carlists, at which he seemed 
much interested and surprised, but said that 
he thought they had some bad end in view, as 
they were not generally accustomed to be so 
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polite. I T^atiired to suggest that their late 
serpfe handling had taught them ciirility, at 
wkich the Geneml 6mile4 as if he thought it 
not impiiobtible ; and after some further con* 
rersation he shook us both by the hand, aiid we 
took out* leave with fervent wishes on my part 
that he might *^ go on and prosper." 

On the 83rd of Miky, 1836, everything being 
prepared and the steam '^ up," I embarked 
i^in on board th^ Hoyal Tar, and the vessel 
was on the point of leaving the harbour when 
a message arrived that H. M. steamer Phoenix 
had struck on a rook oil the other side of the 
Castle-^hill, in the mo^th of the Urumea, 
whither she had proceeded a few minutes 
before with Lord John Hay and Brigadier* 
General Reid, to bombard a small tower fortio 
fied by the Carlists. We immediately hastened 
to her jassistanee, and saw the Phoenix immove- 
ableonthe point of a hidden rock, throwing 
shells upon the cliff to hold the Carlists in 
check, who on their side had approached 
within what they considered musket shot, and 
were keeping up a straggling fire at those on 
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deck. One or two of their bullets flew near 
enough to be heard, but most of them dropped 
into the sea a few paces from us. A hawser 
having been carried from one ressel to the 
other, we took the Phoeniz in tow, and after a 
little pulling she slid off the rock into deep 
water, and the two steamers returned into the 
bay. After taking in some additions to our 
water and provisions, the paddles were again 
set in motion, and bidding farewell to San 
Sebastian and the memorable heights that 
rose in clear outline against the skj, the 
vessel darted out of the harbour, and the 
lofty mountains of Spain melted in the dis-» 
tance till they were lost amid ^ the gathering 
clouds of the evening and the foaming 
breakers of the sea. 

With regard to the writer of this narrative, 
it may be said in conclusion that, although ftill 
of wishes for a speedy return to Spain, he 
found on his arrival in England that plans for 
his future life whichhadbeen commenced before 
leaving home, had been matured during his 
absence ; and as it became plainer from day to 
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day that service in the Legion was no 
inheritance, he reluctantly consented to 
quit a force in which he had met with 
much kindness, and which, whatever may 
be its final fortunes, had in it at least 
all the elements which deserve success. 
That Spain may be free and happy — 
that she may pursue steadily the course of 
political regeneration^ and be as she was of 
old when her commerce spread over the 
globe, and her enterprise discovered new 
worlds to conquer — is the prayer of one to 
whom it will ever be a subject of satisfaction, 
that he has fought in her fields and bled in 
ker behalf. 
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List of Officers dead of typhus^ from the 
14th Januabt to 20th April^ 1836. 



BBGIMENTS. 

Ist Lancers. 
2nd Lancers. 

IstRegt. Infantry. 



R41fK AND NAME. 



2nd Regiment. 
3rd Regiment. 



Vet. Surg. Pedro de Campo. 
Major G. Younghusband. 
Cornet Lynch. 
Captain Cadogan. 
Captain Montgomery. 
Lieutenant Codd. 
Ensign Hogg. 
Captain Leake. 
Ensign Nash. 

Lieut.-Col. Renwick (Dep6f., 
Santander.) 
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9td HegoBtBot^ 


Mijor Edwards. 




Major King. 




2nd Lieutenant Sparrow. 




2nd Lientenant Bladcwater* 


" 


2nd Lientenant Rawstone. 




Qnaiter-Master Rogers. 


4ih Rcpment. 


(None.) 


5lh Regiment. 


Captain Havdodi. 




Captain Pilford. 


6thRegimeBt 


Lientenant Gordon. 




2nd Lientenant Widowson* 




Quarter-Master Swansoo. 


7th RegimenU 


(None.) 


otn lieguneot. 


Captun Oakley. 




Ensign Leake. 




Ensign Brown. 


9th Regiment. 


Captain Bluett. 




Lieutenant Cooper. 




Surgeon Newell. 


• 


Surgeon Williams. 


10th Regiment. 


Captain Francks. 




Adjutant Burrows. 




Surgeon Grove. 




Pay-Master Dunne. 


Rifle Corps. 


Captain Cotter. 




Captain White. 


Artillery. 


Lieut, and Adjt. Whitehead. 




Assistant Surgeon Salmon. 
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RBOlMBNTfl. 

Medical Staff. 



Commissariat. 



(Signed) 
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Deputy Purveyor Lathey. 
Deputy Purveyor Thome* 
Assistant Surgeon Plank. 
Assistant Surgeon Skurry. 
Assistant Surgeon Lewis. 
Assistant Surgeon Qrundy. 
Assistant Surgeon Ibbotson. 
Dep. Asst. Com. Gen. Pococke* 
Dep. Asst. Com. Gen. Archer. 
Dep« Prov. Marshall Ensign 
O'Connell. 

William Considine. 
Colonel, Mil. Sec. 



N.B. Major Dundas, of the 7th Regiment, died 
December 24th, 1835. 



XtsT OF Officers Killed, Wounded, and 

since Dead of I'Heib Wounds, in the 

Action of the 5th of May, 1836. 

LIGHT BRIGADE, 



RIFLE CORPS. 



KILLED. 



Captain O'Reilly. 



WOUNOED. 

Maj, Fortescue, slightly. 
Capt CostellOy severely. 
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WOUNDIO. 

Clapt. Atkyns, severely. 
Capt. Darie, slightly. 
Lieut. Jeffreys, severely. 
Lieut. Darie, slightly. 
dud Lieat. Barker, severely 
2Qd Lieut. Hanbary, do. 

3rd Reoimj£vt. 

MfKJ. Campbell, slightly. 

Capt. & Adjt. Keevil, do. 

Lieut. Chadwicke, se- 
verely. 

Lieut. Coyle, slightly. 

Lieut. Jackson, do. 

2qd Lieut. Ohadwrcke, 
severely (since deed). 

2nd Lieut* Brockwell 
slightly. 

2nd Lieut. Macintosh, do. 

Volunteer O'Brien, se^ 
verely. 

6th Reoimsnt. 

Captain M'Neil, Col. Tupper, dangerously 

(returned wounded). (since dead). 
Lieut. Balfour. Capt. Richardson, slightly. 

Capt. Wood, severely. 
. Lieut. Carnaby, do. 
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KILIAD. WOUNDED. 

Lieut. M'Dooaldy severely. 
Lieat. Mackellar, do. 
Lieut. Storey, do. 

FIRST BEIGADE. 

Ist Regiment. . 

Capt Scarman. Maj. Hicks, severely. 

Lieut. Cooper. Capt. Talbot, slightly. 

Capt. De Koven, do. 

Capt. Noble, do. 

Capt. Townley, severely. 

4th Regiment. 

Capt. aud Adjt. AUez. Capt. Ramsay, slightly. 

Lieut. Kemp, do. 

8th Regiment. 

Maj. Mitchell, danger- 
ously (since dead). 
Brevet Maj . Hogg,8lightly. 
Capt. Shields, severely. 
Capt. Larkham, slightly. 

SECOND BRIGADE (IRISH). 

7th Regiment. 

Quarter-Master Warner. Lieut. Col. Swan, severely. 

Maj. Beckham, 8yght^.v 
Maj. M'Cabe, severely. 



KILLED* WOONDEDt 

Capt. Wilsoo, severely. 
Capt. Hagerty, slightly. 
Lieut. Gray, do. 
Lieut* Pbelan, severely. 
Ensign Armstrong, do. 
Ensign Mahon, do. 

9th Reoim£Vt. 

Quarter*Ma8ter Wright. Maj. Cannan, severely. 

Capt. Mackie, danger-* 

ously, (since dead). 
Capt* C, W. Thompson I 

severely. 
Lieut. Holmes> do. 
Lieut. P. H. Stack, do. 

(returned slightly). 
Lieut. Thornton, do. 
Ensign Sparrow, do. 
Ensign Wood, do. 
Ensign Bezant, do. 
Ensign Byrne, danger^ 

outtly. 
Ensign Campbell, slightly. 

10th Reoimekt. 

Capt. P. N. Mould. Maj. Shaw, slightly. 

Capt. Fitzgerald, severely. 
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KILLED. WOUNDED. 

Capt. Count de Kalline, 

severely. 
Capt* Park, do. 
Lieut, and Adjt. Wrighf, 

slightly. 
Lieut. Price, dangerously 

(since dead). 
Lieut. Joyce, slightly. 

Stafp. 

Capt. Knight, A.D.C. Brigadier General Reid, 
. to Gen. Chichester. slightly. 

Brig. General Shaw, do. 
Col. Considine, severely. 
Col. Lord Wm. Paget, 
A.D.C. to the Lieut. 
General, slightly. 
Lieut. Col. Don. Fer- 
, nandoCottoner, A.D.C. 
■ . to the Lieut. -General, 

severely. 
Capt. Woolridge, slightly. 
Asst. Insp. Gen. of Hos- 
pitals, Rutherford AU 
[■'■ cock, slightly. 
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GENERAL ORDERS. 

Head QHoriers^ 
Sam SebastioHf May^ 1836. 

The time requisite for obtaining Reports from the 
Commanders of Brigades and Regiments, enume- 
rating the Officers, Non- Commissioned Officers, 
and Men who more particularly distinguished them- 
selves in the glorkws action of the 5th instant, and 
the necessity of classifying the names of those so re- 
ported, has obliged the Lieutenant-General to post- 
pone till the piesent moment, the duty so grateful 
to his feelings of expressing to the troops his deep 
sense of obligation for their noble and admirable 
conduct oa thai day. 

The enemy's defeaoes, after five months of prepa- 
raftieo, had become a species of fortress, secured on 
either flank by a imr and a morass, and defended 
by what may be termed a garrison of 3,000 men. 

Befoie day-light our thiee columns of Spanish and 
British troops, under foigadier-Generals Chichester, 
Reid, and Shaw, ascended, attacked, and carried in 
the most (»ompt and excellent manner, the enemy's 
first line of entrenchments. A series of barricades, 
some deep lUTines, and for the moment unsurmount- 



able ctetacles, presented tlieiiwelTei to op|iote uny 
farther immediate progress againit the ^neoty's eeaut 
and right/ What ve gained, howeVer, in that 
quarter was Brmlymaiatained till the prdpor momeDt 
arri?ed for a farther advance. 

In the meantime the 1st and 2nd Bdgades and 
the Spanish Corps attached to tliem, still pressing 
forward, i^a^ried in a brilliant style that part of the 
second line in their front where the 7th, 9th, and 
10th Regfm^nts established tfaemseWes, althoagh 
continually exposed to a very heavy cross fire. 

The whole of the 1st Regiment, with some de- 
tachments from the 7th, 8th, 10th, and Segovia 
Regiments, continiung in the same direction their 
triumphant career, soon lodged themselves, notwith- 
standing all the difficulties of the ground, close 
nnder the enemyV third and lost line of defence, 
the redoubt or battery of Lugartz. Froin this point 
some faerotc attempts were made to climb over the 
enemy's parapets on the summit, led by Cdlonel 
Ellis, accompanied by Majors Freestun, fiiksks, 
Thomson, Captain Scarman, and other officers. 
These efforts, whidb were for a time ine£Eectiial, 
owing to the steepness of the ascent, but still more 
to the extreme fatigue and exhaustion of the troops 
firom previous exertion, redounded in the highest 
degree to the honour of those engaged in them. 
One of the chivalrous onsets referred to was headed 
l>y Captain Knight, Aide- de- Camp to General 
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Chichester^ a gallant officer, who never went into 
action without achieving distinclioni and whose loss 
18 a source of the utmost regret to the Lieutenant* 
General and his companions in arms. 

At length the admirably directed fire of H.B. M. 
Ships under Commodore Lord John Hay, and espe- 
xially the Phcenix^ Captain Henderson, destroyed a 
part of the enemy's defences. The 4th and 8th 
Regiments of the Legion, under Lieutenant-Colonels 
Harley and Godfrey, just embarked from H. M. 
Ships, now mounted to the assault through the 
breach thus made, and with the most cool and 
splendid intrepidity, without firing a shot, rendered 
themselves masters of this long-contested point. 

At the same moment the Zaragoza and Oviedo 
Regiments, the distinguished Volunteers of Gui- 
pozcoa, the mobilized company of National Guard?, 
the 3id, 6th, and Rifles of the Legion penetrated 
the centre, carrying in rapid succession jseveral for- 
tified houses, and capturing the enemy's cannon in 
that part of the line. At this point, the Rebel 
Standard, erected in the centre. of their works, in- 
dicating their intention of giving no quarter, became 
the prize of the Westminster Grenadiers, under 
Lieutenant-Colonel Churchill. Here also fel)^ mor- 
tally wounded, the Rebel Chief Segastibelza. On 
the other hand, it was in this last charge that 
Colonel Tupper received his wounds. He was lead- 
ing on his men with that daring ardour, whicb 
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dio^e who knew him can conceive. He met the 
fate of a brave soldier^ — and his honoured remains 
now rest beneath the spot ennobled by his fall. 

The victory was gained — the enemy fied utterly 
routed in all directions. The first proper fruit of 
this memorable action was the destruction of the 
enemy's works erected against this interesting town, 
and of placing it and its important bay in a state of 
permanent security. This preliminary is now nearly 
accomplished, and , shortly the Lieutenant-General 
has no doubt but that farther successes await the 
troops. 

The Lieutenant-General has now but to endea- 
vour to express his sense, though inadequately, of 
the merits of those whose conduct shone most con* 
spicuously on the occasion. For himself he claims 
nothing but that of having had the honour of being 
the senior officer present. It was an affair of 
straightforward fighting, and the end was distinctly 
gained by the intrinsic valour of all ranks, officers 
and men, Spaniards as well as British, 

The extensive experience, superior ability, and 
unbounded zeal of Brigadier-Generals M'Dougall 
and Reid, are so fully known and appreciated, not 
only in this corps, but in the British Army, that the 
Lieutenant-General need only say that to their ad- 
vice and assistance on every occasion, and to their 
indefatigable exertions in forwarding the exctcutive 
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parts of the semce, he is more iadebtod than it is 
possible for him to describe. 

To Brigadier-Geiiefals Cbiehester aod Shaw, for 
their conslanoy, deeided practical skill, courage, and 
rare example in directing thvaughout tbe day the 
1st and 2ad Brigades' under' their command; the 
LieoteDant.OeDeral will ever feel the deepest sense 
of gralitade. Tbe prominent and conspicuous 
claims of these fonr officers in particular to a higb 
and hononraUe consideration for their great share 
in the issue of this bard-fbught contest^ are sub-* 
mitted to the Government, and will not be unat* 
tead^ to. 

To the Governor of San Sebastian, Don Ranon 
RidK>Uo-**lo Colonel Don Joaquin Maria Beiloso, 
commanding tbe Oviedo Aegiment, smd for a time 
succeeding to the command of the light Brigade-*- 
Colooels Don Tebuocio Sarago^a of the Zaragosa 
Regiment-^Don Oayetano Mellendez, of tbe Se- 
govia. Regiment-*-Don Manuel Estremera, of tbe 
Jaen Regiment— *Don Fernando Cottoner, com-t 
manding tbe Volwateers of Guipuzcoa*~«>Don Bal- 
tasar Balarino, cbmrnandiag H. C M. Marina 
Forces'-^-LleiiteBant-Oolonei Don Manuel Mene»- 
dez, of tbe Segovia RegimentF^Captain, tbe Baron 
Pttrgddt> of. tbe San Fernando Regiment***«nd 
Lieutenants Don Jos^ CaKsto Serrano, of tbe Cara- 
bioeros of tbe Real Hacienda, and Don Luiz Oautter, 



of th^ Royal Engindm — %o Go^onei GolquhouD, 
whose well-known ability and enei^y in. comoiand' 
of the Arlillery were of tha greatest aerTice, and to- 
the foUpwing oiBceirs. commanding regimental of- the 
Letgipn, LieuteiiantrColoiieb:ElUe>ChorcbiU, Harley, 
Ros8» Swan, Godfrey, Fitzgerald^ and Fortescue, 
the.ve^ best and highest acknowledgments-are due. 
In this list of brave and excellent chieA it would 
indeed be .difficult and iniridious to make aa[iy seleo* 
tio9. To the officers of the General and Personal 
S^aff; the Quatter-iaaster Gcineral* Brtgadier^Ge* 
aeral M'DoQgall ; the Adjutant«*GeneEal, Brigadier- 
General Le Marchant.; to the Military Saeretary^ 
Colonel Considine, Colonel Lord William Paget, 
Lieutenant-Colonels Cottooer and LesBama, Majors 
Escudero, Herman and Shelly, and Lieutenant Oom 
Ignacio Gurrea-^tbe threa^firsi-^MMiaedDf my Aides- 
de-Camp having been wounded — and to all of whom 
for their devoted zeal and remarkable efficiency, he 
offers his sincerest thanks — ^and he has only again 
to reiterate to the whole of the troopsy officers, non- 
commissioned officers and soldiers of both nations, 
this heartfelt testimoay of their conduct. 

In the brief and hurried despatch which the 
Lieutenant-General transmitted to Government at 
the close of the action, pressed for time, and nearly 
overwhelmed with fatigue^ he fek UQ^ble to enu- 
merate at the moment mora than a very few. indeed 
of the names of those who bad distinguisbed them- 
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selves, and he therefixe thoaght it inoie just not to 
do this partially^ hot to embody the whole as he 
■ow does in one reoofd, which will be tiansmitted to 
the Geneial-in-Chief and the Minister at War. 

The whole of those named in this oider as follows, 
receive the decoration of military merit of St. Fer- 
dinand, and the non-commissioned oflKoers and pri- 
vates, for their conduct also in the field of battie 
according to the recommendations sent in, receive 
the decoration of Isabel the Second, with the ex- 
ception of the following recommended for the 2nd 
and 3r1 dasses, which it is not in the power of the 
lientenant-General to confer. 

TtOMD CLASS OF ST. lEKllDUKD. 

MDongsll, Qamrtar-Master-GenotL 
CInbIm ChicbMtor, conmaiiding 1st Biigade. 
Willian Aeid. ^■^"«>— ^H^g LL Brigade. 
John GwKpmcd La Marehant, AdjC-Gonanl. 
Chailes Shaw, wnmanding tnd Brigade. 
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SBOOICD CLASS OF ST. FBmDDfAKIk. 

CoL Ramon ReboDo, commaiidiiig the San Fernando RegimeDt, 
and Goy e mor of San Sehaafian. 

J. M. BeBoao, Oriedo Regiment. 

Tehacdo Saiago^a, Zaiagoia Regiment. 

BaHasar Bakrino, Chief of Spanish Marine. 

J. K. Colquhoan, commanding the AxtiUeiy. 

W. Conodine, UHitaiy SecrBtai7. 

Locd W. P^t, Aide-de^^amp to the Lieat..GeMnl. 
Ci^ Hendenon, commaiiding H. B. M. S* Phoeniz. 
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Liettt.-Cot. Fernando Cottoiier, Volunteers of Guipaicoa. 

*' Charles Lionel Fitzgerald, 9th Regt B.A. Legion. 
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Gfeorge C. Swan, 


7th Regt. 


de. 


Edward Lee Godfrey, 


8th Regt- 


. do. 


Morgan C. O'Connell, 


10th Regt. 


do. 


C. H. ChurchUl, 


3rd Regt. 


do. 


W. Ellis, 


Ist Regt. 


do. 


P. Haiiey, 


4tb Regt 


do. 



FIRST CLASS OF ST. FERDINAND. 
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Lieut. W. Duffill, commanding H. B. M. S. Salamander. 

** Gordon, H. B. M. S. Fhceniz. 
Col. La Saussaje, attached to the Quarter-Master-Generars 
Department of the British Legion. 
Don Benito Lerzundi, Teniente Key of San Sebastian. 

/ Capt. Don. Felix ZuasnabaL 

Don Joaquin Xairier Echagiie. 
Don Antonio Campillo. 
Don Juan Ignacio Noain. 
Don Juan Crosat. 
Lieut. Don Juan Cruz Ascasibar. 
{ '< Don Ramon Y&urritegui. 
Don Jos^ Perez. 
Don Manuel Ordonez. 
Don Iguacio Artold. 
Don Juan Nieves, Adjutant. 
Ensign Don Ignacio Sanz, Quarter-Master, 
k Seijeant-Major Francisco Lazaeta. 

Capt Don Francisco Ramon Bnmet, National Guards, 
lieut Don Manuel Rubio, Zaragosa Regiment, 
" Don Juan Sala, do. 
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Eniign Don Xavier Zntiw Pndi, do. 

** Dob Joo6 Gomo jar^p Onodo Ro^imoEt* 
^ Don Joo£ Gonzalea j Uobo, do. 
Copt. Don Lais hnaauM^ Sogom llagiflMiit. 

^ Don AlfboM Soovodn, do. 

liont Don Jmn Moreno 7 Mtnoo, do. 
Hnjor Don Tomas do la Puente, Joon Rogiment. 
Copt. Don Jofl§ Efttremen, do. 

*' Don Solrodor La Iinda» do. 

Lieut. Don Mannel Ojeda, do. 

^' Don Luis Gantier, Engineen. 



Colonel Aleiander Ai'bnthnott, commanding D^p6t at 

Santander. 






Lienl-CoL C Mellendes, Segovia Regiment. 
M. Estremera, Jaen Regiment, 
Alexander Cnuae, 9th gegimen^ Sta£ 
«« Mal.RoiB, 6t1i 

*« M. Forteacne, Rifles. 

*^ J. Thomaon, 1st Rcigimant. 

« J. Hicks, 1st *' 

•* W.F.CampbeQ, 3rd *' 

•( R.Cannan, 9tk «« 



« S.Shaw, 10th ^ 

u 



'< B. Mitchell, 8th 

«^ V. Lesama, 7th 

^ A. Losack, 4th *' 

** G.M*Cahe, 7th « 

A. Joofam% S« Aomat 

If » M«nondeo» OrMo Regiaent. 
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Deputy-Inspeetof-Geiieral of HtmpMi, llQtIierford Alcock. 



Major J. O'Neals, 

J. W. Woolri^ge, 

J. P. Meade, 

G*Hogg, 

JaimaOMter, 

CBoyd, 

P. FMagsMld) 

F. Clarke, 

P. Ramsay, 
W. ShieldB, 

G. TalboT, 
Edgpur Beckham, 
K. A. De KoveBy 
iV« MM FvMstmi J 
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6th Regin«lit, StaflT. 

4th ^ *♦ 

10th Regiment. 

8th •* 

«th «« 

Rifles. 

3rd Regiment. 

Wk * 

Rifles. 

4thRegi«M»t. 

8th ** 

8th *• 

1st 

Ist 

1st 

3rd 



ft 



Dm RafhMl fiscoderos Akk^<^an|»to Lieot-Cen. 
G. F. Herman, Rifles. Staff. , 

Don Rftai^ Shelly, Aide-de-Camp to lAeut-Gen. 



P. Thortto, 
A. M'Ddr, 
R. Keevil, 
R. Hamilton, 
Giplriii J. Bdiev 

W. 0. IltifBilald^ 

E. nirk, 
C. W. Thompson, 

F. B^ SH'StfS/ 
Andreir Mackie, 
T. Sbephard, 
C. GaliHiy, 



Artillery. 

Spanish Marines. 

3rd RsgiiMnt. 

7th 

7* 

10th 

lOih •« 

9th^ 

9th 

9th 

9th 

10th 






M 



o2 



X^U APPEHDIX. 

Captein Count DeKainng, lOth " 

" M.IUgg, 3rd •« 

4 " J.Shaw, 6th *« 

" C.Wood, 6th « 

^ E.Co8tello, Rifln. 

<' R.Atk7ii8, do. 

" J.Jeffiries, do. 

** Baion de Puigoldtf Spuish Army, attached to 

Brigade 
'* P. Alles, 9th Regiment . 

J. M'Intosh, Aide •de-Camp, Rifles. 
J. H. Rogers, 7th RegioMnt 



« 

C« 

'* J. Richardson, 6th Regiment. 

" W.H.Camaby, 6th " 



J. Hagertj, 7th ^ 

H* T. Brovrn, Rifles. . 



" P.M'Kellar, 6th •* 

<« A.M'Donald, 6th ^ 

Lieut. Don Ignado Gurrea, A.D.C. to Lient-Gen. . 

<' Don Alberto Gogom» A4|t. National Guard of San 
Sebastian. 

C.Townly, 1st Regiment 

M. Ximines, do. ^ 

W.Carey, 6th " 

E.de Burgh, RSfles. 

John Courtney, do. 

Don Jos^ Calisto Senano, attached to Light Brigade. 
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W.Phelan 


7th Regiment 


« 


Alex. Duncan, 


7th 


« 


J. H. Hamilton, 


Artillery. ; . 


it 


J. J. Sparrow, 


9tli Regiment 


t* 


R. Wright, 


10th « 


l€ 


J. O'Connor, 


9th *' 


« 


Ea O* Jones, 


4th 
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Lieut. A. Landers, 


7th 


« 


; " CW.Fiske, 


8th 


it 


" W.Storey, 


6th 


«i 


" Darcy Mahon, 


7th 


« 


Cornet Partington, 


Ist Lancers. 


2nd Lieut. Courtney Chadwicke, 


3rd Regiment 


James M'Intosb, 


drd 


, *i 


£«•%& F. C. Byrne, - 


9th 


«< 


'* H. O'Donnell, 


IQth 


«( 


" Luke Dillon, 


9th 


« 


" W. Muttiebury, 


9th 


c« 



m% 



AmOQg the Don-commissioned officers, the Cross 
of Isabel the Second was conferred' on Serjeant 
Mark Smith, of the British Marine Artillery,: and 
Serjeant Hyde, 1st Lancers, Orderly Serjeant to the 
Lieutenant-General. 



Count Harispe's Letter to General Evans. 

Head Qtuirters, Baymne, 1th May, 

M. LE GiN^RAL. — I have the honour to trans- 
mit to you the annexed despatch, which his Excel- 
lency, the Spanish Ambassador, has sent under 
cover to me. 

I hasten to avail myself of this opportunity of 
congratulating you on the action which you have 
just conducted under the walls of San Sebastian. I 



hate knoini, fcr m Vmg CnDe, die p o atium vliicli 
yoa have cirried. I vat abo aMMk aajaainted 
almost day by day with the prapaiatioiia for the 
defence; I hafc» thereibie, been cnaUed to spine- 
ciale aU the dificahief which yonr hnte tBoo|s 
have had to fnnnemt. Whnlswr MMna yon may 
have ezperienoed, the lesalti of this eombat do thfe 
highest honoar to the Biitkh aoMien, and above aH 
to their offiooB, who have given ndi brilliant pmofii 
of devotedneM and intrqiidiCy. 

It is ay dnty to Idl yon, M. le Qentol«th«t in 
may i|naitor Aetna of this afcir has ejui te d dbe 
Most bvdy sentnnenlB of ^npnny. For sy 
part, I nsinciifn myadf wi& al my heart to 
testimonials of interest ; and I can asaare yon that 
no person will be more delig h ted than myad^— an 
old Genenl of the Eaqiite — at the trinmphs gained 
by the aims of his Britannic M^esty. 

Receive, General, the assorance of my high con- 
sideration. 

(Si g ned) CoiniT de Hamspk. 

JUevlmaaf-Geaera/ and Peer of Ft 



P.S. If I can be of any nse to yon, do me the 
&vonr to command me. 

Te Gemtnd Evame^ SoM SAoOmou 



APVBlXmJt. Ml 



< : GiKsaAJL Etavi to Couvt Habibfe. 

A^eita.May 11, 1836. 

M. L&GQXTS.r^I Qev«r received a letter move 
gietefiil or more fUttleriDg to my feeltogs tban the 
otte wbieh you have had the kiodueas to do me the 
boiiOHr of writings I have taken the liberty of 
showing it to some of my auperior offioeri, who are 
equally delighted with myaelf to find that we fure 
deemed to have merited each oUigiog eipfessioni 
from «o high a profeaaicMBial authority, and one ao 
&Uy acquainted with the facta< 

With the momentary interruptkm of a aortie some 
mpntha since, the insurgents had been diligently 
and energetically engaged from the beginning of 
December to the 5th instant in fortifying these lines^ 
Till my arrival here, 1 was totally unaware of the 
strength to which they had brought them. In fact, 
considering them in conjunction with their adaption 
to the very peculiar features of the poaition, and 
added to the nearly impracticable ascents, from the 
steep and swampy nature of the soil, they were the 
most awkward field defences to attack that it has 
fallen to my lot to observe. But they were not suf- 
ficient to resist the undaunted constancy and deter- 
mination of the troops, Spanish and English, by 
whom they were carried. 
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You meDtioQ the satisfactioathe suocessful jefivts 
of the forces of his Britaonic Majesty afford jo«i, 
and the Ihrely seDsibility «with which that feeling has 
been participated on the recent occasion in your 
part of the conntry. In return, it will not be dis- 
pleasing to you to know of the total disappearance 
in England of those foolish and mischievous pr^O'- 
dices which were wont in ancient times to divide the 
two most enlightened and powerful nations ; and 
that the firm alliance now so happily subsisting be- 
tween our respective sovereigns, is universally popu- 
lar among us. For myself, I venture to consider 
this alliance as one of the most propitious events of 
modern times, the undoubted proof of advancing 
civilization, the best guarantee of the well-being of 
other states— and it is pleasing to think that even 
in her personal attributes, Her Majesty the Qu^en 
Governess of this country, is in all respects com- 
pletely worthy of her illustrious and powerful allies. 

Again, my Lord, I am desirous of offering my 
thanks for the generous and spontaneous favourable 
opinion you have passed upon the officers and sol- 
diers engaged on the late occasion ; assuring you, 
also, that there is no approval whatever my com- 
rades or myself, as soldiers, can set a higher value 
on than that of a veteran general so distinguishisd 
among the heroic chiefs of the. French Empire. 

I am aware that you have probably only intended 
your letter as an expression of your individual sen* 
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tnn^nts on a military action calculated to promote 
the cause in which -you feel a sympathy, and I have 
perhaps to ask your pardon if I have endeavoured 
to convert this politeness into a means of additionally 
promoting, as far as in my humble power, the con- 
tintied identity in policy and cordiality of reciprocal 
regard of our countries. 

I have the honour to be, &c. &c. 

(Signed) De Lacy Evans. 

To General Count de Harispe^ Peer of France. 



CdPY OF A Letter from Commodore Lord John 
Hay, op His Majesty's Ship Castor, to 
Charles Wood, Esq., dated San Sebastian, 
May 5, 1836. 

His Mijesty's Steam Ship Phoenixt 
San Sebastian, May 5, ]836. 

Sir, 
I HAVE the honour to acquaint you, for the ni- 
forroation of the Lords Commissioners of the Ad- 
miralty, that at day-light this morning Her Catholic 
Majesty's Forces, consisting of the British Legion 
and about Fifteen Hundred Spanish Troops, in all 
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Six TlioiitaDd, noder the ONiioMiid of Lievtoiuui^- 
GeneiBl D. L. Eyuii» mowed o«t of this Gvriaoo 
for the purpoie of altackiog the Iiisiii|peiila ia their 
intr^oched positioiMi. 

I conceive their Lordships wiU boc expect from 
me a detailed acooont of the Tarioas iiiovenieQt9 of 
Her Catholic Majesty's Troops dariog these opeta^ 
tioDSy the particulars of which are at this momeot 
only imperfectly known to me. 

I cannot resist, however, stating the proud grati- 
fication I experienced in witnessing the gallantry 
displayed by the British Legion on this occasion ; 
the intrenched positions of the Insurgents appeared 
impregnable, but one after the other were stormed 
by these brave men in a manner that created one 
universal feeling of admiration. 

It is impossible to report with any accuracy the 
amount of killed and wounded ; but from the most 
accurate accounts I can obtain at present* it is from 
Five to Six Hundred, and a very laige proportion of 
the superior and other OflBcers wounded. 

The Insurgents^ loss must have been consider* 
able ; four pieces of artillery and a stand of colours 
were taken from the Insurgents. 

His Majesty's Steam Vessels Phoenix and Sala- 
mander were enabled to render Her Catholic Ma.. 
jesty*s Forees most essential service. The pfeeisioto 
with which the Pbeenix directed her fire oo the 
Insurgents' lines destroyed one angle of their prin« 
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eipttt redoubt, whkli enableid two Regimentft of the 
British Legion to enter. 

I htve the honour, &c. 

(Signed) JoRnr Hat, 

Commodore. 
Chatles Wddd, EsquirB, 
Secretary f Admiralty. 



Addrxm of ths DaPVTATioN OF THX Pbotikcs 
OP Gvipunxu TO GbmxAal Evans. 

Most E^C£LI.£nt Sir. — ^The Peputation of 
the Aloet Noble and Most Loyal province of 
Qoipuzcoa, who having been eye-witnesses of th^ 
YiQtory achieved by your Excellency and the troops 
wder your distinguished command on the. morning 
of the 5th instant, in the immediate neighbourhood 
of ibis city, hastened to express to your Excellency 
their most lively satisfaction, and to offer their 
congratulations on so important an events by a 
Commission of some of their membersi cannot do 
less also than by means of this Despatch to convey 
to you the tribute of their admiration and gratitude. 
In facty how could they refrain from doing so when 
your Excellency and the brave troops under your 
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command haye carried so maDy and sach formidable 
breattworksy trenches, and erery species of fortified 
batteries constructed by the enemy during the 
coorse of several months past, and defended by a 
formidable line of musketry and fi?e or six pieces 
of heavy artillery? Nevertheless, nothing could 
arrest the advance of your Excellency and of your 
brave troops, who in spite of the murderous and 
well-sustained fire of the enemy and of his vigorous 
resistance, took all his positions, and the artillery by 
which they were defended. 

The 5th was a glorious day for the British Legk>n 
and the Spanish troops under your £xcdlency's 
command, one of heartfelt satisfaction to this Depu- 
tation, and one on which a terrible lesson was gimi 
to the rebels who have taken up arms against the 
legitimate throne of our Queen and the liberties of 
our country. The repeated assaults of the enemy'a 
line must have occasioned you a severe loss, and 
this Deputation associate themselves with the feel- 
ings of deep regret which the loss of so many brave 
men must have caused you ; and will ever entertain 
a feeling of grateful recollection and gratitude 
towards those generous allies who risk their re- 
pose and lives to restore tranquillity to a land so 
long afflicted by civil discord. 

Allow us, therefore, to convey to your Excellency 
and the Legion under yorr command, the expres- 
sion of the feelings of this Provincial Corporation, 
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and of their distinguished consideration. And may 
God preserve your Excellency many yean. 
Signed by the President of the Deputation^ 

JvAV Baptista db Arrizabalaya. 



Address of Thanks of the National Guard 
OF San Sebastian to the British Legion. 

The battalion of National Guards of San Sebas« 
tian, and the companies of other towns taking refuge 
and incorporated with it, feel it a duty thus solemnly 
to mark their gratitude and admiration of the conduct 
and the sacrifices of the British Legion on the 5th 
fnst. before this place. The object of the National 
Guard being to offer a well-merited tribute to this 
Legion, they abstain from speaking of the part 
borne on that day by the Spanish troops forming a 
part of this garrison, and they themselves, acting 
under a similar impulse, will, we doubt not, see the 
propriety of our only speaking of their auxiliaries. 
Their illustrious General, De Lacy Evans, knows 
the merit evinced by the Spaniards, and we rest 
with confidence on his justice. At half.past three 
in the morning the combined force left this place in 
three divisions, centre, right, and left, under the 
immediate command of three English Brigadier- 
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Genenlt^ with m {irarkMift order fiom tke Gentnl 
Dol to fire a shot andl thej were b poneetba ^ 
the eoeay's finl linesy whidi wet effected wiA amqh 
coiunge, end whli iibbU km em one |Mut. Tbe 
second lines were formed m three most important 
positions, nearly equi-distant, covering all the front 
of the first* and there the enemy concentrated allhia 
force, it being easily perceived that he had sevpial 
pieees of artittery very well plaesd, taaking a whofe 
plan of defeaeaamnged wkh noch lotaHigeace aad 
well protectedi and thus offering a most formidaUe 
line of defence. To these obstacles another was to 
be added, that of the heavy rains which had for 
some days preceded, and continued at the attack, 
rendering the ground nearly impassable. Such a 
combination of unfavourable circumstances was 
enough to make the bravest hesitate, but the gallant 
general-in-chief, De Lacy Evans, with that valour 
and calmness which distinguishes the sons of the 
great British nation, said, ** It is necessary to over- 
come all di£Sculties, and possess the positions b^or^ 
us.'' Nor could the obstinate defence of the enemy, 
availing himself of his powerful position daring fall 
four hours, change this resolution ; and all the dif- 
ferent bodies, having at their head their respecti?e 
chieb and officers, threw themselves forward at 
the pomt of the bayonet, and with an intrepidi^ 
impossible to describe, on the enemy, and dislodged 
them with great loss. The opportune arrivsi in 



this bay of two EngUdi steameuft of war, mider the 
eooitnand of Lord John Hay, with vpwards of 1,000 
men of the LegioBy who immedintely landed and 
flew to the support of their brethren, and the fire of 
balh and grenades inad^ by die Phoenix, one of the 
steamers, on the enemy's most importaoc position, 
with the precision belonging to the English naval 
artillery, produced great influence on the result of 
the action. It has been glorious in all the extent 
offk^ term, ttfld wift everywhere find an echo. The 
auxiliaries have shown themselves, as they always 
do, a portion of that ennaUe nation whose sons are 
the most faonotttable and tiM bravest io the world. 
The loss of these vaUadt meii ia as ftfflictiii|p as our 
grttiHide shall be eUrnal. How sitbdae ta our 
brdast the efiiisioB of oar gratitude aA the sights in 
our eity, of th« trophies of this victory,'-^paft itf 
that artiUecy with which the rebels thrsateoed us 
wa4h 4estriif tion f The rebels, informed of Ifaia soe^ 
cesS) and struck down by the extntordhiary vdonr 
of the auxiliaries, will tremble at the idea of mea- 
suring their forces ia time to come.. Hem we have 
a proof of the result which might be contemplated 
if this Legion counted 10,000 men directed by .a 
general so distinguished, aad by such chiefs and 
officers. There can be no doubt that their efibrts 
must powerfully contribute to decide this disastrous 
wai^re, to consolidate the throne of Isabel II., and 
affirm out MtlieMl libertv« These am the sincere 
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senttments of the National Guard of Sao Sebastian, 
who would not feel their miodt tranquiliiied if they 
neglected this manifestation in honour of their well- 
deserving allies. 

The Commandant, Joaquin de Sagaste. 
Sam Sebastian, May 7. 



EXTAACT FBOM THE GsNBSAL ObOEBS OF 

5th June. 
San SebastitD, June 5th, 1836. ' 

The Lieutenant-General has the pleasure to 
inform the Spanish and British troops of all ranks, 
comprising the corps of the army which he has the 
honour to command, that it is the gracious intention 
of Her Majesty the Queen Governess to confer a 
Gross or Medal on all those engaged with the enemy 
on the 5th of May, in commemoration of the victory 
so nobly achieved by them on that day. 
By command, 

(Signed) J. O. Le March ant, Adjt. Gen. 
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i'age 8, Line 7, /or ' picket/ read ' picijuct/ 
■" ^'^» - 7,>r'idolotrada,'r«Kl*idoIatrad4/ 

— 49,— 23, /or 'Bilboa/rcarf* Bilbao.' 
^ — — 24., for * or the,' read • of the.' 

- 133, — i9j for 'piquet,' r€a/J<picqtiet.> 



